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PROCEEDINGS 


OF 

THE  GRAND 

Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter 

> 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


AND 


MASONIC  JURISDICTION  THEREUNTO  BELONGING, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  27,  1898, 
BEING  ITS  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  THIRD  YEAR. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

Printed  for  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  by 
MacCalla  &  Co.  Inc.,  237-9  Dock  Street. 


1879-  1880 


THE  GRAND 


Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

1795— i898- 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 
MARCH  3,  A.  D.  1898,  A.  I.  2428. 


Comp.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  .  . 

“  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  .  .  . 
“  George  B.  Wells,  .  .  as 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  .  .  . 

“  Charles  Cary, . 

“  Rev.  William  B.  Chalfant, 
“  Edwin  H.  Coane,  .  .  .  . 

“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  .  .  . 

Francis  H.  Hemperley, 

“  Franklin  P.  Mason,  .  .  . 

“  Adam  H.  Schmehl,  .  .  . 

“  Benjamin  Eiseman,  .  .  . 

“  Francis  Ripka,  Jr.,  .  .  as 

“  Forrest  E.  Gordon,  .  .  . 

“  Frank  M.  PIighley,  .  .  . 

“  William  B.  Joslyn,  .  .  . 


ENT : 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest . 

M.  E.  Grand  King. 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer . 

M.  E.  Grand  Secretary . 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Cap t am. 

Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail . 
Grand  Master  of  the  Eirst  Vail. 
Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies, 
funior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Tyler. 
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District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests : — Comps.  John  B.  Sprenkel, 
Stephen  H.  Appleton,  Albert  R.  Hoover,  Christian  A.  Seidel, 
Daniel  Z.  Walker,  Frank  Deitrick,  Daniel  B.  Else,  Peter  Barkey, 
John  W.  Farnsworth,  Ellis  H.  Doan. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests: — M.  E.  Comps.  George  E.  Wagner,  Hib- 
bert  P.  John,  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  James  S.  Barber,  Edgar  A. 
Tennis,  Ezra  S.  Bartlett. 

Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  Edward  J.  James,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama. 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Canada  and  Scotland. 

“  James  S.  Barber,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware  and  N.  Carolina. 
“  Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 

“  George  E.  Wagner,  of  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England. 

“  George  B.  Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

“  Frank  M  Highley,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana. 

“  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indian  Territory. 

“  Joshua  L.  Lyte,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

"  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 

“  Alexander  McCune,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine. 

“  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 

'*  Joseph  Eichbaum,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 

“  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

“  Charles  Cary,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

“  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Dakota. 

“  Samuel  S.  Yohe,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia. 

“  Ellsworth  H.  Hults,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

“  Joseph  M.  Wiatt,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

“  Harry  M.  Van  Zandt,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Dakota. 

“  Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

“  William  A.  Sinn,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

“  Louis  Wagner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 

“  Conrad  B.  Day,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia. 

Chapters  No.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  152,  163,  169,  173,  175,  182,  183,  186,  190, 
196,  197,  199,  203,  208,  215,  216,  222,  224,  226,  228,  232,  234,  237,  238,  239, 
240,  243,  248,  250,  256,  257,  258,  262,  266,  267,  274.  (41  Chapters.) 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock  p.  m. 


1898.] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 
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The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held 
on  Thursday,  December  2,  1897,  and  of  the  Annual 
Grand  Communication  held  on  Monday,  December  27, 
1897,  were  separately  read  and  approved. 


By-Laws  were  received  from  Chapters  No.  255  and 
264,  and  Amendments  to  By-Laws  from  Chapters  No.  52, 
91,  173,  174,  214,  234,  236,  248  and  262,  which  were 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  By-Laws. 

> 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  as  follows : 


Philadelphia,  February  25,  1898. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Me77ibers  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pe7visylva7iia. 

Companions  The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Comp.  Thomas  R. 
Patton,  and  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  Charles  Cary, 
from  November  20,  1897,  to  February  25,  1898,  and  find  them  correct  and 
agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing  : 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand,  November  20,  1897 .  $1,234  26 

Received  from  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges . $4,537  60 

Warrant  Fee, .  100  00 

Certificates, .  4  00 

Dispensations, .  3  00 

Constitutions, .  13  00 

- 4,657  60 


$5,891  86 
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EXPENDITURES. 

Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
Expenses  of  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests,  .  .  . 

Salaries, . 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery . 

Clothing  and  Furniture, . 

Care  of  Organ,  . 


$650  00 
590  24 
427  50 
148  15 
73  co 
40  00 


1,928  89 


Balance  in  hands  of  Grand  Treasurer, . $3,962  97 

Fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed) 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richards  Muckle, 

John  Slingluff, 

Charles  S.  Vandegrift, 

Jacob  W.  Jackson, 

Committee. 


The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report,  which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying 
resolutions  were,  on  motion,  adopted : 


Philadelphia,  March  3,  1898. 

Jo  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  By-Laws  and  Amendments  to  By-Laws  referred  to  them, 
and  submit  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  By-laws  of  Chapters  No.  255  and  264  be 
approved. 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapters 
No.  52,  91,  173,  174,  214,  234,  236,  248  and  262  be  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed) 

Edgar  A.  Tennis, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 


♦ 


1898.] 
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The  Committee  on  Printing  and  'Publishing  reported 
as  follows : 

Philadelphia,  March  3,  1898. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania . 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  report  that, 
since  the  last  Communication  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  they  have  asked  and 
received  bids  for  printing  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  for  the 
year  1897,  and  awarded  the  contract  to  William  H.  Hoskins,  who  will  finish 
the  work  during  the  present  month,  and  copies  will  be  promptly  distributed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed) 

HarryvI.  McIntire, 

For  the  Committee. 


General  Returns  were  received  from  a  number  of 
Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges,  which  were  ordered  to  be 
entered  and  filed. 

A  Petition  was  received  from  a  number  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  (38)  for  a  Warrant  for  a  new  Chapter  to  be  held 
at  Carnegie,  Allegheny  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  to  be 
called  “Cyrus  Royal  Arch  Chapter.” 

On  Motion  the  Petition  was  referred  to  the  Grand 
Officers,  with  power  to  act. 

A  Petition  was  received  from  a  number  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  (23)  for  a  Warrant  for  a  new  Chapter  to  be  held 
at  Stroudsburg,  Monroe  County,  Pennsylvania,  to  be 
called  “Monroe  Royal  Arch  Chapter.” 

On  Motion  the  said  Petition  was  referred  to  the  Grand 
Officers,  with  power  to  act. 
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A  Communication  was  received  from  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  West  Virginia,  announcing 
the  death,  on  December  26,  1897,  °f  M.  E.  Companion 
Odel  Squier  Long,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand 
Secretary. 

A  Missive  was  received  from  M.  E.  Companion 
George  Cook,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Maryland,  appointing  Com¬ 
panion  J.  Henry  Williams  as  its  Representative  near 
this  Grand  Chapter.  On  motion,  Companion  J.  Henry 
Williams  was  acknowledged  as  such  Representative. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  “called  off”  for  the  purpose 
of  exemplifying  the  Mark  Master  Masons’  Degree. 

A  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  was  opened,  and 
the  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was  exemplified. 

The  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  was  closed. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “called  on.” 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  nine 
o’clock  and  ten  minutes,  p.  m. 

Charles  Cary, 

Gra?id  Secretary. 


1898.  J 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

,  u 

HELD  AT 


MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 
JUNE  2,  A.  D.  1898,  A.  I.  2428. 


present : 


Comp.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  .  .  . 

“  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  .  .  . 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  .  .  . 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  .  .  . 

“  Charles  Cary, . 

“  Rev.  William  B.  C halfant, 
“  Edwin  H.  Coane,  .  .  .  . 

“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  .  .  . 

Francis  H.  Hemperley, 

“  Franklin  P.  Mason,  .  .  . 

“  Adam  H.  Schmehl,  .  .  . 

"  Benjamin  Eiseman,  .  .•  . 

“  George  B.  Wells,  .  .  . 

“  John  O’Donnel, . 

“  Forrest  E.  Gordon,  .  .  . 

“  Frank  M.  Highley,  .  .  . 

“  William  B.  Joslyn,  .  .  . 


M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

M.  E.  Grand  King. 

M.  E.  Grand  '•Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

Gra?id  Principal  Sojourner. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 
Grand  Marshal. 

Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies, 
funior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Tyler. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. — Comps.  John  B.  Sprenkel, 
Stephen  H.  Appleton,  T.  Darlington  Buckwalter,  Albert  R. 
Hoover,  Daniel  B.  Else,  Martin  L.  Shaffner,  Thomas  Rose,  Samuel 
S.  Yohe. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests. — M.  E.  Comps.  George  E.  Wagner,  George 
W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  James  S.  Barber,  Edgar 
A.  Tennis,  Ezra  S.  Bartlett. 

Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  Edward  J.  James,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama. 

“  J.  Simpson  Africa,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  California. 
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Comp.  Thomas  R.  Patton,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Canada  and  Scotland. 

“  James  S.  Barber,  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware  and  North  Carolina. 

“  Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

“  George  E.  Wagnjer,  of  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England. 

“  George  B.  Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

“  Frank  M.  Highley,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana. 

“  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indian  Territory. 

“  Joshua  L.  Lyte,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

“  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 

“  Alexander  McCune,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine. 

“  J.  Henry  Williams,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

“  Martin  L.  Shaffner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts. 

“  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 

“  Joseph  Eichbaum,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 

“  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

“  Charles  Cary,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

“  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Dakota. 

“  Samuel  S.  Yohe,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia. 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

“  Joseph  M.  Wiatt,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

“  William  A.  Sinn,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

“  Louis  Wagner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 

“  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria. 

Chapters  No.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  152,  169,  171,  173,  175,  180,  183,  190,  196, 

197,  198,  199,  201,  202,  208,  209,  216,  218,  220,  222,  224,  226,  232,  233,  234, 

237,  238,  240,  241,  243,  244,  245,  250,  251,  255,  256,  257,  262,  266,  271,  274. 

(46  Chapters.) 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock,  p.  m. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held 
on  Thursday,  March  3,  1898,  were  read  and  approved. 

By-Laws  were  received  from  Chapters  No.  182,  183, 
208,  211,  212,  247,  263  and  271;  and  Amendments  to 
By-Laws  from  Chapters  No.  52,  222  and  249,  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  By-Laws. 


1898.] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


I  I 


The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  as  follows : 

Philadelphia,  May  27,  1898. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  .• — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Comp.  Thomas 
R.  Patton,  and  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Charles  Cary,  from 
February  25,  1898,  to  May  27,  1898,  and  find  them  correct  and  agreeing 


with  their  vouchers,  showing  : 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  February  25,  1898 . $3,962.97 

Received  from  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges, . $542.35 

Warrant  Fee, . .  .  .  100.00 

Certificates, .  4.00 

Dispensation, .  1.00 

Constitutions, .  4.00 

Interest  on  Masonic  Loan, . 400.00 

-  L05I-35 


EXPENDITURES. 

Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  .  .  . 

Rent, . 

Salaries, . 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery, . 

Clothing  and  Furniture, . 


$5>OI4-32 


$  35°-°° 

1,500.00 

427.50 

494.08 

59- 1 5 

- 2,830.73 


Balance  in  hands  of  Grand  Treasurer, . $2,183.59 

Amount  due  from  26  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges,  .  .  .  $2,333.85 

Fraternally  submitted, 

.  (Signed) 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richards  Muckle, 

John  Slingluff, 

Charles  S.  Vandegrift, 
Jacob  W.  Jackson, 

Committee . 
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The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report,  which  was  received,  and  the  Resolutions  attached 
thereto  were,  on  motion,  adopted : 


Philadelphia,  June  2,  1898. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  H.  R.  A.  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 


Companions  : — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  By-Laws  and  Amendments  to  By-Laws  referred  to 
them,  and  submit  the  following  Resolutions  : 


Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapters  No.  182,  208,  263  and 
271  be  approved. 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  183  be  amended  by 
striking  out  of  Article  XI,  Section  1,  the  words  “who  shall  not  have  been 
High  Priests,  appointed  in  January  of  each  year,”  and,  as  so  amended, 
they  be  approved. 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  212  be  amended  as 
follows  : 

Article  I.  Strike  out  the  word  “  Holy.” 

Article  II,  Sec.  1,  fifth  line.  Strike  out  “seven,”  and  insert  “eight.” 

Article  III,  Sec.  2.  Strike  out  “  one  Trustee  to  serve  three  years,”  and  in¬ 
sert  "three  Trustees.” 

Article  IV,  Sec.  4.  Insert,  after  the  word  “Stated,”  the  word  “Special.” 

Article  IV,  Sec.  6.  Strike  out  the  word  “  Holy.” 

Article  V,  Sec.  1.  Strike  out  the  words  “  All  petitions  tor  Membership  shall 
be  accompanied  with  a  fee  of  $  .”  •  • 

Article  VI.  Strike  out  the  words  “subject  to  the  provisions  of  Article  V, 
Sec.  1.” 

And,  as  so  amended,  they  be  approved. 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  21 1  be  amended 
by  striking  out  of  Article  III  the  word  “seven”  and  inserting  “eight,” 
and,  as  so  amended,  they  be  approved. 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  247  be  amended  as 
follows : 

Article  VI.  Strike  out  the  words  “subject  to  the  provisions  of  Article  V, 
Sec.  1.” 

Article  VII,  Sec.  2.  Strike  out  the  word  “one,”  and  insert  “two.” 

And,  as  so  amended,  they  be  approved. 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


l3 


1898.] 


Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  Amendments  to -By-Laws  of  Chapters  No. 
52,  222  and  249  be  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed)  Edgar  A.  Tennis, 

For  the  Committee. 


General  Returns  for  1897  were  received  from  a  num¬ 
ber  of  Chapters,  which  were  ordered  to  be  entered  and 
filed. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  announced  that,  since 
the  last  Quarterly  Communication,  warrants  had  been 
issued,  as  authorized  by  Grand  Chapter,  to  Cyrus  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  No.  280,  to  be  held  at  Carnegie,  Pa., 
and  Monroe  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  281,  to  be  held 
at  Stroudsburg,  Pa.,  and  that  the  said  Chapters  had  been 
by  him  duly  constituted  in  accordance  with  the  Regula¬ 
tions  and  Customs  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  also  announced  that 
District  No.  10  had  been  divided,  and  a  new  district 
formed,  to  be  known  as  “District  No.  25,”  including  the 
Counties  of  Northampton  and  Monroe,  excepting  Chap¬ 
ter  No.  216,  at  Bethlehem;  and  that  he  had  appointed 
Companion  Samuel  S.  Yohe,  of  Chapter  No.  173,  as 
District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  for  said  “  District 
No.  25/' 

A  Communication  was  received  from  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Michigan,  announcing  the 
death,  on  April  11,  1898,  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
Daniel  Striker. 
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A  Communication  was  received  from  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Iowa,  announcing  the  death, 
on  March  26,  1898,  of  William  Paget  Allen,  Past 
Grand  Scribe. 

Missives  were  received  from  the  Grand  High  Priests 
of  the  following  Grand  Chapters,  appointing  the  Com¬ 
panions  named  as  their  Grand  Representatives  near  this 
Grand  Chapter: 

\ 

Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky,  M.  E.  Comp.  Edgar  A.  Tennis. 

Grand  Chapter  of  S.  Carolina,  Comp.  Joseph  M.  Wiatt. 

Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee,  M.  E.  Comp.  Hibbert  P.  John. 

Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria,  M.  E.  Comp.  Matthias  H.  Henderson. 

On  motion,  the  said  Companions  were  severally  re¬ 
ceived  and  acknowledged  as  such  Representatives. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  “called  off”  for  the  purpose 
of  exemplifying  the  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons’ 
Degree. 

A  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons  was 
opened,  and  the  Degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master 
Mason  was  exemplified. 

The  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons  was 
closed. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “called  on.” 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  eight 
o’clock  and  thirty  minutes,  p.  m. 

Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT 


MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 
SEPTEMBER  8,  A.  D.  1898,  A.  I.  2428. 

PRESENT : 


Comp.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  .  . 

Michael  W.  Jacobs,  .  .  . 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  .  . 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  .  .  . 

Charles  Cary, . 

Rev.  William  B.  Chalfant, 
Edwin  H.  Coane,  .  .  . 

Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  .  .  . 

Francis  H.  Hemperley, 

“  Franklin  P.  Mason,  ..  .  . 

Adam  H.  Schmehl,  .  .  . 

Benjamin  Eiseman,  .  .  . 

George  B.  Wells,  .  .  . 

“  John  O’Donnel,  .  .  .  . 

Forrest  E.  Gordon,  .  .  . 

Frank  M.  Highley,  .  .  . 

William  B.  Joslyn,  .  .  . 


M.  R.  Grand  High  Priest. 

M.  E.  Grand  King. 

M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treastirer. 

M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

Gra7id  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 
Grand  Master  of  the  Second  l  Ml. 
Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 
Grand  Marshal. 

Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies, 
funior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
Grand  Pursuivant. 

Gra?id  Tyler. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests.— Comps.  John  McKain,  John  B. 
Sprexkel,  Stephen  H.  Appleton,  John  W.  Farnsworth,  Edward  r' 
W.  Searle,  Samuel  S.  Yohe. 


Past  Grand  High  Priests. — M.  E.  Comps.  George  E.  Wagner,  Hibbert 
P.  John,  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  James  S.  Barber,  Edgar  A.  Tennis. 

Gra?id  Representatives . 

Comp.  Edward  J.  James,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama. 

J.  Simpson  Africa,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  California. 

Thomas  R.  Patton,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Canada  and  Scotland. 
James  S.  Barber,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware  and  N.  Carolina. 
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Comp.  George  E.  Wagner,  of  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England. 

“  George  B.  Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

“  Frank  M.  Highley,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana. 

“  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indian  Territory. 

“  Joshua  L.  Lyte,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

“  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 

“  Alexander  McCune,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine. 

“  J.  Henry  Williams,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

“  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 

“  Charles  Cary,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

“  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Dakota. 

“  Samuel  S.  Yohe,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia. 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

“  John  McKain,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec. 

4‘  Joseph  M.  Wiatt,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

“  Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

Chapters  No.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  152,  169,  173,  175,  180,  183,  185,  189,  190, 
193,  197,  199,  201,  202,  208,  210,  216,  218,  219,  224,  226,  232,  233,  234,  237, 
238,  239,  240,  243,  245,  250,  255,  256,  262.  (39  Chapters.) 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock,  p.  m. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  on 
Thursday,  June  2,  1898,  were  read  and  approved. 

By-Laws  were  received  from  Chapters  No.  150,  175 
and  280,  and  Amendments  to  By-Laws  from  Chapters 
No.  230  and  235,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  By-Laws. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  as  follows  : 

Philadelphia,  September  2,  [898. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Gra7id  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Companion  Thomas 
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R.  Patton,  and  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Companion  Charles 
Cary,  from  May  27,  1898,  to  September  2,  1898,. and  find  them  correct  and 
agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing : 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  May  27,  1898, . 

Received  from  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodge,  . 

Interest  on  Deposits, 


$2,757  54 


$2,183  59 

$546  55 
27  40 

-  573  95 


.  EXPENDITURES. 

Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, . $400  00 

Salaries, . v  427  50 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery, .  25  90 

-  853  40 


Balance  in  hands  of  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  .  .  .  $1,904  14 

Amount  due  from  Chapters, . $1,787  30 

Fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed) 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richards  Muckle, 

John  Slingluff, 

Charles  S.  Vandegrift, 

Jacob  W.  Jackson, 

Committee. 


The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
report : 


Philadelphia,  September  8,  1898. 

✓ 

To  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pe?msylvania. 

Companions  : — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  By-Laws  and  Amendments  to  By-Laws  referred  to  them, 
and  submit  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  150  be  amended  by 
striking  out  of  Article  VI  the  words  “subject  to  the  provisions  of  Article  V, 
Section  1,”  and,  as  so  amended,  they  be  approved. 
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Resolved,  That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  175  be  amended 
as  follows : 

Article  III,  Section  4. — Strike  out  the  word  “not”  in  third  line.  Strike 
out  the  word  “and”  in  fourth  line,  and  insert  the  word  “not”  after  “are,” 
and  the  word  “  nor  ”  after  “  office.” 

Article  V,  Section  4. — Strike  out  the  entire  Section. 

Article  VI. — Strike  out  the  words  “  subject  to  the  provisions  of  Article  V, 
Section  1,”  and,  as  so  amended,  they  be  approved. 

Resolved,  That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  280  be  approved. 

Resolved,  That  the  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapters 
No.  230  and  235  be  approved,  and  that  the  said  Chapters  be  directed  to 
further  amend  their  By-Laws  to  conform  to  the  Constitution  and  Regulations 
of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed)  Edgar  A.  Tennis, 

Chairman. 

On  motion,  the  Report  was  received  and  the  accom¬ 
panying  Resolutions  were  adopted. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  the  following  Annual 
Report : 


Philadelphia,  September  8,  1898. 

To  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pe7insylva7iia 
and  Masonic  Jurisdictio7i  Thereunto  Belo7iging. 

Companions  : — The  Grand  Secretary  respectfully  presents  the  following 
Annual  Report  of  the  Work  and  Membership  of  the  Chapters  and  Mark 
Lodges  of  the  Jurisdiction  for  the  year  ending  December  27,  1897. 

CHAPTERS. 

Membership,  December  27,  1896,  as  per  last  Report,  .  .  .  16,973 


Admitted  during  the  year  1897, .  63 

Restored  to  Membership, .  39 

Marked,  etc.,  . . 1,088 

- -  1,19° 


Total,  . 


18,163 
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DEDUCT. 

Died  during  the  year  1897, .  285 

Resigned,  or  Membership  ceased, . -  .  .  .  151 

Suspended  or  Expelled, .  268 

-  704 


Membership,  December  27,  1897,  as  per  Returns,  .  .  17.459 


A  net  gain  of, .  486 

Rejected  during  1897, .  58 


Restored  to  Good  Masonic  Standing, .  16 

MARK  LODGES. 

» 

Membership,  December  27,  1896,  as  per  last  Report, .  936 


Admitted  during  the  year  1897, . . .  6 

Total, .  942 


DEDUCT. 


Died  during  the  year  1897, .  25 

Suspended,  or  Membership  ceased, .  3 

- 28 


Membership,  December  27,  1897,  as  per  Returns,  .  .  .  914 


Number  of  Chapters,  December  27,  1897, .  121 

Number  of  Mark  Lodges, .  3 


Fraternally  submitted, 

Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary . 


STATISTICS. 


No. 

Name 

Marked 

Ad. 

D. 

Res. 

Sus. 

Memb. 

3 

Jerusalem, 

26 

4 

1 1 

O 

9 

380 

21 

Perseverance, 

5 

3 

O 

J 

2 

169 

43 

11 

6 

2 

1 

269 

52 

Harmony, 

57 

4 

U 

9 

12 

957 

91 

Columbia, 

*9 

12 

1 

2 

466 

150 

Washington, 

18 

1 

1 

129 

152 

Reading, 

8 

3 

10 

198 

159 

Schuylkill, 

4 

2 

32 
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No. 

Name 

Marked 

Ad. 

D. 

Res. 

Sus. 

Memb, 

161 

Union, 

12 

2 

2 

I 

3 

I48 

162 

Zerubbabel, 

51 

4 

9 

2 

3 

671 

163 

LaFayette, 

7 

1 

I 

105 

164 

Brownsville, 

2 

66 

165 

Union, 

17 

114 

166 

Mount  Moriah, 

1 

I 

4 

6  7 

167 

Eureka, 

2 

1 

61 

169 

Philadelphia, 

3 

3 

2 

6 

171 

170 

Delta, 

8 

4 

3 

I 

6 

1 12 

171 

St.  John’s, 

4 

1 

4 

3 

74 

172 

Temple, 

1 

I 

4 

52 

173 

Easton, 

7 

1 

3 

176 

174 

Northumberland, 

3 

1 

48 

175 

Keystone, 

36 

4 

9 

3 

13 

448 

176 

George  Washington, 

1 

1 

6  7 

1 77 

Tamaqua, 

1 

42 

178 

Catawissa, 

1 

20 

179 

Eureka, 

1 

1 

93 

180 

Warren, 

3 

3 

27 

181 

Lilly, 

7 

3 

2 

130 

182 

Shekinah, 

28 

1 

2 

1 

1 

189 

183 

Oriental, 

30 

6 

22 

8 

4 

M33 

185 

Lackawanna, 

13 

5 

3 

197 

186 

Lewistown, 

1 

2 

1 

1 

56 

187 

Oriental, 

3 

1 

1 

42 

189 

Mountain, 

13 

1 

3 

2 

189 

190 

Norristown, 

20 

4 

2 

224 

191 

Solomon, 

8 

1 

76 

192 

Urania, 

10 

1 

3 

1 

1 

169 

193 

Duquesne, 

56 

3 

1 

6 

486 

194 

Tioga, 

1 

2 

1 

1 

50 

195 

Portage, 

4 

1 

1 

98 

196 

Mountain  City, 

5 

1 

117 

197 

Weidle, 

3 

83 

198 

Phoenix, 

4 

3 

4 

131 

l99 

Howell, 

1 

1 

1 

124 

200 

Columbus, 

8 

1 

1 

88 

201 

Standing  Stone, 

5 

1 

1 

84 

202 

Howell, 

6 

1 

1 

78 

203 

Allen, 

0 

a 

5 

155 

204 

Anthony  Wayne, 

3 

1 

23 

205 

Factorvville, 

1 

2 

3i 
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No. 

Name 

Marked 

Ad. 

D. 

4 

Res. 

Sus. 

Memb. 

206 

Harmony, 

7 

I 

I. 

2 

59 

207 

Aaron, 

8 

2 

I 

I 

47 

208 

Germantown, 

6 

7 

~  2 

157 

209 

Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

3 

2 

I 

63 

210 

Great  Bend, 

3 

I 

4 

36 

21 1 

Venango, 

9 

3 

1 

101 

212 

Mound, 

7 

3 

1 

4 

8 

107 

214 

Valley, 

7 

1 

68 

215 

Temple, 

12 

1 

4 

12 

2 

228 

2l6 

Zinzendorf, 

3 

2 

4 

85 

21/ 

Allegheny, 

34 

8 

7 

1 

459 

218 

Bloomsburg, 

2 

61 

219 

Griscom, 

2 

1 

66 

220 

Fort  Washington, 

2 

1 

34 

22  I 

Tremont, 

>  1 

62 

222 

Lycoming, 

12 

2 

>1 

*r 

170 

223 

Oxford, 

4 

1 

a 

0 

57 

224 

Corinthian, 

1 

1 

2 

2 

I 

78 

225 

Jefferson, 

18 

1 

1 

1 

1 13 

226 

Siloam, 

4 

n 

J 

4 

140 

227 

Emporium, 

7 

I 

1 

1 

53 

228 

Clearfield, 

7 

4 

1 

104 

229 

Newtown, 

1 

1 

2 

29 

230 

Elk, 

5 

2 

2 

4 

3 

82 

232 

St.  John, 

l9 

1 

4 

9 

249 

233 

Kensington, 

1 1 

2 

13 

3 

45i 

234 

Media, 

6 

1 

1 

1 

69 

235 

Occidental, 

5 

1 

2 

1 

5 

11 7 

236 

Oil  City, 

5 

1 

2 

4 

83 

237 

Excelsior, 

21 

5 

2 

6 

37i 

238 

Newport, 

1 

1 

49 

239 

Danville, 

1 

1 

48 

24O 

Palestine, 

19 

2 

12 

2 

9 

342 

241 

Bellefonte, 

1 

1 

64 

242 

Pittston, 

2 

2 

2 

60 

243 

Tristram  B.  Freeman, 

38 

2 

9 

13 

631 

244 

Norman, 

4 

1 

100 

245 

Abington, 

5 

1 

1 

52 

246 

Warrior  Run, 

2 

37 

247 

Orient, 

5 

74 

248 

Temple, 

3 

6 

8 

10 

l6 

147 

249 

Monongahela, 

1 

6 

46 
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No. 

Name 

Marked 

Ad. 

D. 

Res. 

Sus. 

Memb. 

250 

Corinthian, 

1 7 

I 

2 

4 

2 

272 

25I 

Signet, 

4 

I 

137 

252 

Mizpah, 

6 

67 

254 

Arnold, 

1 

21 

255 

Bedford, 

3 

I 

2 

62 

256 

Fernwood, 

13 

3 

I 

2 

3 

I  IO 

25  7 

Shiloh, 

78 

1 

5 

9 

436 

258 

Chester, 

7 

5 

3 

175 

259 

Eden, 

9 

2 

1 

68 

260 

Bradford, 

8 

9 

1 

2 

10 

217 

261 

Troy, 

2 

78 

262 

Montgomery, 

1 1 

2 

1 1 1 

263 

Coudersport, 

2 

2 

2 

3 

75 

264 

Shamokin, 

7 

1 

69 

265 

Westfield, 

2 

28 

266 

Good  Samaritan, 

5 

1 

45 

267 

Coatesville, 

3 

1 

64 

268 

Pittsburgh, 

18 

3 

1 

213 

269 

Ulysses, 

1 

6 

29 

270 

Doylestown, 

5 

1 

72 

271 

Pottstown, 

3 

1 

1 

109 

272 

Hebron, 

13 

1 

42 

273 

Butler, 

10 

1 

1 

1 

3 

96 

274 

Bangor, 

4 

16 

49 

275 

Kennett, 

1 

2 

37 

276 

The  Susquehanna, 

3 

1 

66 

2  77 

Hazleton, 

8 

1 

2 

70 

278 

Catasauqua, 

5 

I 

46 

279 

Kane, 

3 

1 

3i 

1,088 

102 

00 

151 

268 

17.459 

The  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  then  exemplified  by  the 
M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  and  Officers  of  the  Grand 
Chapter. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  eight 
o’clock  and  thirty  minutes  p.m. 

Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary . 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 
DECEMBER  8,  1898,  A.  I.  2428. 


PRESENT : 


> 

Comp.  Richard  M.  Johnson, 

“  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  . 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  . 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton, 

“  Charles  Cary,  .  .  . 

“  Rev.  Henry  S.  Getz,  . 

“  Rev.  Charles  M.  Stock, 
“  Edwin  H.  Coane,  .  . 

“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  . 

“  Francis  H.  Hemperley, 
“  Franklin  P.  Mason,  . 

“  Adam  H.  Schmehl, 

“  Benjamin  Eiseman, 

“  John  O’Donnel,  .  .  . 

“  Forrest  E.  Gordon,  . 

“  Frank  M.  Highley,  . 

“  William  B.  Joslyn, 


.  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

.  Grand  Chaplain. 

.  Grand  Chap  lam. 

.  Gra7id  Captain  of  the  Host. 

.  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 

.  Gra?id  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 

.  Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
.  funior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies . 
.  Gratid  Pursuivant. 

.  Grand  Tyler . 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. — Comps.  John  McKain,  William 
C.  Thompson,  Curtis  G.  Campbell,  John  B.  Sprenkel,  Stephen  H. 
Appleton,  John  H.  Shopp,  T.  Darlington  Buckwalter,  Albert  R. 
Hoover,  Christian  A.  Seidel,  Daniel  Z.  Walker,  Frank  Deitrick, 
Daniel  B.  Else,  Harry  M.  Chenoweth,  Peter  Barkey,  John  C.  Wal¬ 
lace,  John  W.  Farnsworth,  Cyrus  H.  Blood,  Ellis  H.  Doan,  Edward 
R.  W.  Searle,  Thomas  Rose,  Samuel  S.  Yohe. 


Past  Grand  High  Priests. — M.  E.  Comps.  George  E.  Wagner,  Hibbert 
P.  John,  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  James 
S.  Barber,  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  Ezra  S.  Bartlett. 
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Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  Edward  J.  James,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama. 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Canada  and  Scotland. 
James  S.  Barber,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware  and  North  Carolina. 
Daniel  W.  Hutcliin,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 

“  George  E.  Wagner,  of  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England. 

“  George  B.  Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

44  Frank  M.  Highley,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana. 

Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indian  Territory. 

“  Joshua  L.  Lyte,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

“  Samuel  W.  Wray,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas. 

“  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 

“  Alexander  McCune,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine. 

“  J.  Henry  Williams,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

“  N.  Ferree  Lightner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota. 

“  Henry  J.  McCarthy,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri. 

“  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 

"  Isaac  N.  Grubb,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nevada. 

“  Joseph  Eichbaum,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 

44  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

“  Charles  Cary,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

“  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Dakota. 

"  Samuel  S.  Yohe,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia. 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

“  John  McKain,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec. 

“  Ellsworth  H.  Hults,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

“  Joseph  M.  Wiatt,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

“  Harry  M.  Van  Zandt,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Dakota. 

“  Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

“  William  A.  Sinn,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

“  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria. 

“  Conrad  B.  Day,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia. 

“  John  Keller,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Washington. 

“  John  C.  Wallace,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  West  Virginia. 

Chapters  No.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  1 50,  152,  159,  161,  162,  165,  166,  169,  170,  171, 
172,  173,  174,  175,  176,  179,  180,  1 8 1 ,  182,  183,  185,  186,  189,  190,  191,  192, 

193,  195,  196,  197,  198,  199,  200,  201,  202,  203,  204,  208,  209,  210,  212,  214, 

215,  216,  217,  219,  220,  221,  222,  224,  225,  226,  227,  228,  229,  232,  233,  234, 

235.  237.  238,  239,  240,  242,  243,  244,  245,  246,  247,  248,  249,  250,  251,  252, 

255,  256,  257,  258,  259,  260,  262,  263,  265,  266,  267,  268,  270,  271,  272,  273, 

274,  275,  277,  278,  279,  280,  281.  (102  Chapters.) 
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The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
three  o’clock,  p.  m. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held 
on  Thursday,  September  8,  1898,  were  read  and  ap¬ 
proved. 

By-Laws  were  received  from  Chapters  No.  162  and 
249,  and  Amendments  to  By-Laws  from  Chapters  No. 
206,  236,  240,  257,  260,  272,  273  and  279,  and  Mark 
Lodge  No.  214,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  By-Laws. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  as  follows : 

Philadelphia,  December  8,  1898. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — No  question  has  arisen  during  the  present  year  to  require 
even  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  everything  being  in  such  perfect  accord 
and  harmony.  Fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed) 

George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr., 
George  E.  Wagner, 

Hibbert  P.  John, 

James  S.  Barber, 

Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  presented  the  following 
Quarterly  Report  : 

Philadelphia,  December  2,  1898. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Ptiest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pe7insylvania. 

Companions  : — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Comp.  Thomas  R. 
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Patton,  and  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  Charles  Cary 
from  September  2,  1898,  to  November  19,  1898,  and  find  them  correct  and 
agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing  : 


RECEIPTS. 


Balance  on  hand  September  2,  1898, . 

Received  from  Chapters, . 

Interest  on  Masonic  Loan,  .  .  . 

Sale  of  Constitutions, . 

Sale  of  Certificates, . 

$1,904.14 

1,376.90 

400.00 

2.00 

8.00 

$3,691.04 

EXPENDITURES. 

Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest . 

Masonic  Home  of  Pennsylvania, . 

Salaries, . 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery, . 

Clothing  and  Furniture . 

.  .  $600.00 

.  .  500.00 

.  .  427-5° 

.  .  29.09 

1,706.59 

Balance  in  hands  of  Grand  Treasurer, . $1,984.45 

Fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed)  Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richards  Muckle, 

John  Slingluff, 

Charles  S.  Vandegrift, 
Jacob  W.  Jackson, 

Committee . 


The  Committee  on  Finance  presented  the  following 
Annual  Report : 

Philadelphia,  December  2,  1898. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Comp.  Thomas  R. 
Patton,  and  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  Charles  Cary, 
from  November  20,  1897,  to  November  19,  1898,  and  find  them  correct  and 
agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing : 
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RECEIPTS. 


Balance  on  hand,  November  20,  1897, . $1,234.26 

Received  from  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges,  ....  $7,003.40 

Interest  on  Masonic  Loan,  ....  800.00 

Interest  on  Deposits, .  27.40 

Sale  of  Constitutions, .  19.00 

Sale  of  Certificates, .  16.00 

Fees  for  Dispensations, .  4.00 

Warrant  Fees, .  200.00 

- 8,069.80 


EXPENDITURES. 

Masonic  Home  of  Pennsylvania, . 

Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  . 
Expenses  of  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests,  .  . 

Salaries, . 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery, . 

Clothing  and  Furniture, . 

Care  of  Organ, . 

Rent . 


$9,304.06 


5  500.00 
2,000.00 
590.24 
1,710.00 
697.22 
282.15 
40.00 
1,500.00 


7, 3i9-6r 


Balance  in  hands  of  Grand  Treasurer, 


.  $1,984.45 


We  have  examined  the  Investments  held  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer, 
amounting  to  Twenty  Thousand  Dollars  ($20,000),  all  of  which  are  Bonds 
of  the  four  per  cent.  Masonic  Loan,  in  the  name  of  “  The  Grand  Holy 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,”  and  found  them  correct. 

The  Committee  presents  the  following  estimate  of  the  Receipts  and  Ex¬ 
penditures  for  the  year  ending  November  20,  1899  : 


RECEIPTS. 


Balance  on  hand,  November  19,  1898,  . $1,984.45 

Dues  and  Fees  from  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges,  .  .  $6,500.00 

Interest  on  Investments, .  800.00 

Sale  of  Constitutions,  Certificates,  etc., .  50.00 

- 7»35°-oa 


$9,334.45 
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EXPENDITURES. 

$  500.00 
2,000.00 
700.00 
1,500.00 
I  50.00 
60.00 
500.00 
1,200.00 
1,500.00 
750.00 
40.00 

-  8,900.00 

Estimated  Balance,  November  20,  1899 .  $434.45 

We  offer  the  following  Resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author¬ 
ized  to  draw  his  Warrants  on  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer  for  the  amounts 
named  in  the  foregoing  estimate  as  they  become  due  and  payable. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed)  Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richards  Muckle, 

John  Slingluff, 

Charles  S.  Vandegrift, 
Jacob  W.  Jackson, 

Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Report  was  accepted  as  read,  and,  on  motion,  the 
Resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report,  which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying 
Resolutions  were,  on  motion,  adopted  : 


Masonic  Home  of  Pennsylvania,  . 
Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
Expenses  of  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests, 
Salary  of  Grand  Secretary,  .... 

Grand  Tyler, . 

Messenger, . 

Clothing,  Furniture  and  Miscellaneous, 
Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery,  .  . 

Rent  to  January  1,  1899, . 

July  1,  1899 . 

Care  of  Organ, . 
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Philadelphia,  November  2,  1897. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — The  Committee  on  By-Laws  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  By-Laws  and  Amendments  to  By-Laws  referred  to  them, 
and  submit  the  following  Resolutions  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapters  No.  162  and  249  be 
approved. 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapters  No. 
206,  236,  240,  257,  260,  272,  273  and  279  and  of  Mark  Lodge  No.  214  be 
approved.  Fraternally  submitted, 

,  (Signed)  Edgar  A.  Tennis, 

Chairman. 


The  following  Circular  Letter,  received  since  the  last 
Quarterly  Communication,  was  referred  by  the  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest  to  the  Committee  on  Correspon¬ 
dence,  for  consideration  and  report: 

SUPREME  GRAND  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER  OF  NEW  ZEALAND. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  First  Grand  Principal  of 

The  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companion  : — I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you  that  a  majority  of  Royal  Arch  Chapters  formerly  holding  under  the 
Constitutions  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  did,  in  the  year  1892,  form 
themselves  into  an  Independent  Grand  Chapter  under  the  title  of  the 
Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  New  Zealand. 

The  movement  was  conceived  and  carried  out  from  no  feeling  of  antag¬ 
onism  to  the  parent  Grand  Chapters,  for  whom  the  most  sincere  and 
fraternal  affection  has  always  been  felt,  but  from  the  conviction,  arrived  at 
after  mature  deliberation,  that  this  course  of  action  was  calculated  to  con¬ 
duce  to  the  welfare  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  increase  and  strengthen 
its  usefulness  in  this  colony. 

Fourteen  Chapters  and  one  Mark  Lodge  are  enrolled  under  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  Supreme  Grand  Chapter,  which  may  now  be  considered  as  estab¬ 
lished  on  a  sure  foundation,  and  having  stood  the  test  of  the  past  six  years 
leads  us  to  anticipate  it  will  receive  your  approval,  and  that  your  Grand 
Chapter  will  accord  fraternal  recognition  and  co-operation  in  Royal  Arch 
Freemasonry. 
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We  therefore  respectfully  request  that  your  Grand  Chapter  will  be  pleased 
to  grant  recognition  and  interchange  representatives,  which  will  establish 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Zealand  as  the  Supreme  authority  in  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  within  the  limits  of  this  colony,  so  far  as  your  Grand  Chapter  is 
concerned. 

Signed  at  Wellington,  New  Zealand,  on  behalf  of  Supreme  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter,  this  first  day  of  August,  A.  I.  2428,  A.  D.  1898. 

George  H.  Powley, 

First  Grand  Principal  Z. 

[seal]  Herbert  J.  Williams, 

Grand  Scribe  E. 


The  Committee  on  Correspondence  presented  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Report,  which  was  received  as  read,  and  the 
accompanying  Resolution  was,  on  motion,  adopted: 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  December  8,  1898. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  Correspondence,  to  whom  has  been 
referred  the  Circular  Letter  from  the  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
of  New  Zealand,  have  to  report  thereon  as  follows : 

The  Circular  referred  to  states  briefly  that  fourteen  Chapters  and  one 
Mark  Lodge,  constituting  a  majority  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters  in  New 
Zealand,  formerly  holding  under  the  Constitutions  of  England,  Scotland 
and  Ireland,  did,  in  the  year  1892,  form  themselves  into  an  independent 
Grand  Chapter  under  the  above  title.  It  further  states  that  the  movement 
was  conceived  and  carried  out  from  no  feeling  of  antagonism  to  the 
parent  Grand  Chapters,  for  whom  the  most  sincere  and  fraternal  affection 
has  always  been  felt,  but  from  the  conviction,  arrived  at  after  mature  delib¬ 
eration,  that  this  course  of  action  was  calculated  to  conduce  to  the  welfare 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  increase  and  strengthen  its  usefulness  in  that 
colony ;  and  closes  by  respectfully  requesting  that  we  will  be  pleased  to 
grant  recognition  and  exchange  representatives,  which  will  establish  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  New  Zealand  as  the  supreme  authority  in  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  within  the  limits  of  that  colony,  so  far  as  our  Grand  Chapter  is 
concerned. 

We  regret  that  the  information  furnished  us  is  so  meagre.  We  are  not 
advised  as  to  the  attitude  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  England,  Scotland  and 
Ireland  toward  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Zealand,  or  of  the  feeling  toward 
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it  of  the  New  Zealand  Chapters  which  are  not  of  its  obedience.  But  even  if 
we  were  assured  that  the  sentiments  of  these  bodies  are  friendly,  we  are  still 
confronted  with  the  question,  Is  a  so-called  supreme  Masonic  body  which 
has  not  the  allegiance  of  all  the  bodies  in  its  territory  entitled  to  recognition 
as  such  ?  To  say  that  it  is,  is  to  abandon  the  principles  which  have  governed 
this  Grand  Chapter  ever  since  its  organization,  and  which  are  founded  upon 
the  soundest  elements  of  Masonic  Law. 

We  have  given  this  subject  careful  consideration  and  the  respectful  atten¬ 
tion  which  it  deserves,  and  while  we  are  inclined  to  be  liberal  and  progres¬ 
sive,  we  are  not  so  to  the  point  of  abandoning  the  safeguards  that  our  fathers 
put  around  the  Masonic  institution  to  preserve  its  stability  and  prevent 
latitudinarianism. 

We  regret  that  our  sense  of  duty  compels  us  to  report  adversely  to  the 
request  for  recognition  made  to  us  by  our  companions  of  New  Zealand,  and 
offer  the  following  and  move  its  adoption : 

Resolved ,  That  as  the  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  New  Zealand 
has  not  the  allegiance  of  all  the  Chapters  in  New  Zealand,  and  on  account 
of  the  lack  of  further  information  we  decline  to  recognize  it  as  the  Supreme 
Grand  Chapter  of  that  colony. 

Matthias  H.  Henderson, 
Stockton  Bates, 

J.  Simpson  Africa, 

Joshua  L.  Lyte, 

James  H.  Codding, 

Committee. 


This  being  the  time  fixed  by  the  Constitution  for  the 
election  of  Grand  Officers  to  serve  for  the  ensuing 
Masonic  Year  beginning  on  St.  John’s  Day  next,  the 
M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  was  pleased  to  appoint  Tellers, 
who  having  reported,  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  de¬ 
clared  the  following-named  Companions  duly  elected: 


M.  E.  Comp.  Michael  William  Jacobs, 
“  “  Edward  B.  Spencer,  . 

“  “  Henry  Oscar  Kline,  . 

“  “  Thomas  R.  Patton,  .  . 

“  “  Charles  Cary,  .  .  . 


.  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
.  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer . 

.  M.  E.  Gra?id  Secretary. 
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The  following  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  was 
offered  and  action  on  same  postponed  until  the  Quar¬ 
terly  Communication  in  December,  1899: 

Resolved ,  That  Article  IV,  Section  2,  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  to 
read  as  follows  : 

“Section  2.  The  Communications  of  The  Grand  Chapter  shall  begin  at 
one  o’clock,  P.  M.” 

(Signed)  Charles  P.  Keecli, 

William  C.  Thompson. 


Communications  were  received  from  several  Grand 
Chapters  announcing  the  death  of  distinguished  Com¬ 
panions,  as  follows: 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Alabama,  announcing  the  death,  on  Au¬ 
gust  26,  1898,  of  M.  E.  Companion  William  James  Rhodes,  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest. 

Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Arkansas,  announcing  the  death, 
on  September  7,  1898,  of  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  Samuel 
Peete. 

Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  announcing  the  death  of 
M.  E.  Companion  John  Moses  Price,  320,  R.C.C.H.  and  Past  Grand  High 
Priest,  on  October  8,  1898. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Colorado,  announcing  the  death  of  M.  E. 
Companion  Oren  Harrison  Henry,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  on  October 
4,  1898. 

Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  North  Dakota,  announcing  the 
death,  on  October  26,  1898,  of  Companion  Thomas  J.  Wilder,  Past  Grand 
Secretary. 

Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Iowa,  announcing  the  death,  on 
November  21,  1898,  of  M.  E.  Companion  George  Andrew  Ouimby,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest. 


The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  six  o’clock, 


p.  M. 


Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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ANNUAL  GRAND  COMMUNICATION, 


HELD  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA,  ST.  JOHN’S  DAY, 
TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  27,  1898,  A.  I.  2428. 

PRESENT  : 


Comp.  Richard  M.  Johnson, 

“  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  . 

Edward  B.  Spencer, 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  . 

“  Charles  Cary,  .  .  . 

“  Rev.  Henry  S.  Getz, 
Edwin  H.  Coane,  .  . 

“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  . 
Francis  H.  Hemperley, 
Franklin  P.  Mason,  . 
Adam  H.  Schmehl,  . 
Benjamin  Eiseman,  *  . 

“  George  B.  Wells, 

"  John  O’Donnel,  .  . 

Forrest  E.  Gordon, 

“  Frank  M.  Highley,  . 

“  William  B.  Joslyn,  . 


.  M.  E.  Grand  High  Ptiest. 

.  J/.  E.  Grand  King. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

.  Grand  Chaplain. 

.  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

.  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captam. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 

.  Grand  Marshal. 

.  Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
.  funior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
.  Grand  Pursuivant. 

.  Grand  Tyler. 


Disbict  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. — Comps.  Stephen  H.  Appleton, 
John  W.  Farnsworth,  Edward  R.  W.  Searle,  Thomas  Rose. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests. — M.  E.  Comps.  George  E.  Wagner,  Hibbert 
P.  John,  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  James  S.  Barber,  Edgar  A.  Tennis, 
Ezra  S.  Bartlett. 


Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  Edward  J.  James,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama. 

Thomas  R.  Patton,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Canada  and  Scotland. 
3 
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Comp.  James  S.  Barber,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware  and  N.  Carolina. 
Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 
George  E.  Wagner,  of  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England. 

“  George  B.  Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

“  Frank  M.  Highley,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana. 

Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indian  Territory. 
Joshua  L.  Lyte,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

“  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 

“  J.  Henry  Williams,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

“  N.  Ferree  Lightner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota. 

“  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 

“  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

“  Charles  Cary,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

Michael  W.  Jacobs,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Dakota. 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

“  Joseph  M.  Wiatt,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

“  Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

“  William  A.  Sinn,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

“  Louis  Wagner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 


Chapters  No.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  169,  175,  183,  202,  208,  210,  218,  220,  222, 
224,  232,  234,  237,  238,  239,  240,  243,  244,  245,  248,  250,  255,  258,  266,  271. 
(30  Chapters.) 


The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock,  p.  m. 

By-Laws  were  received  from  Chapter  No.  235,  and 
Amendments  to  By-Laws  from  Chapters  No.  91  and  [99> 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  By-Laws. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report,  which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying 
Resolution  was,  on  motion,  adopted : 
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Philadelphia,  December  27,  1898. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pe?insylvania. 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  Amendments  to  By-Laws  submitted  to  them,  and 
respectfully  offer  the  following  Resolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapters 
No.  91  and  199  be  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed)  Edgar  A.  Tennis, 

Chairman. 


General  Returns  were  received  from  a  number  of 
Chapters  (39),  which  were  ordered  to  be  entered  and 
filed. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  presented  the  following  as  his 

ANNUAL  REPORT: 

Companions  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania:  It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  meet  with 

you  at  this  Annual  Communication,  and  to  render  an  account 
of  the  performance  of  my  duties  during  the  past  year.  Our 
official  ranks  are  unbroken,  the  elective  and  appointed  officers 
and  the  members  of  the  committees  have  all  performed  their 
duties  faithfully  during  the  past  year.  I  feel  grateful  to  them 
and  I  send  forth  my  praise  to  Almighty  God  for  His  kind  care 
and  protection  over  us. 

All  of  the  District  Deputies  have  faithfully  performed  their 
duties  and  have  used  their  utmost  endeavors  to  advance  the 
interests  of  Capitular  Masonry. 
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The  Dead. 

Official  notifications  have  been  received  and  announced  in 
this  Grand  Chapter  of  the  death  of  the  following  named  Com¬ 
panions  of  other  Jurisdictions  :  Odel  S.  Long,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary,  West  Virginia;  Daniel 
Striker,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Michigan;  William  Paget 
Allen,  Past  Grand  Scribe,  Iowa;  William  James  Rhodes, 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Alabama ;  Samuel  Peete,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  ArKansas;  John  Moses  Price,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest,  Kansas;  Thomas  J.  Wilder,  Past  Grand  Secretary, 
North  Dakota ;  Owen  Harrison  Henry,  Past  Grand  High  Priest, 
Colorado;  George  Andrew  Quimby,  Past  Grand  High  Priest, 
Iowa. 


Representatives. 

I  have  commissioned  the  following-named  Companions  as 
Representatives  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania,  near  their  respective  Grand  Chapters,  whose 
appointments  have  been  duly  received  and  acknowledged,  viz.  : 

Harper  M.  Orahood,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Colorado. 

Hugh  William  Sinclair,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria. 

John  McKnight  Sears,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

Edward  Anderson,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

I  have  also  received  and  acknowledged  the  appointment  of 
the  following-named  Companions  as  Representatives  near  this 
Grand  Chapter: 

J.  Henry  Williams,  representing  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Maryland. 

Matthias  H.  Henderson,  representing  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Victoria. 
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Edgar  A.  Tennis,  representing  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ken- 
tucyk. 

Joseph  M.  Wiatt,  representing  the  Grand~  Chapter  of  South 
Carolina. 

Hibbert  P.  John,  representing  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ten¬ 
nessee. 

Decisions. 

I  have  decided  that  in  accordance  with  Section  9,  page  51,  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  that  a  Chapter  nearest 
the  place  of  residence  of  a  Petitioner  is  the  nearest  by  line  of 
travel  and  not  by  a  straight  line.  A  Brother  presented  a  Peti¬ 
tion  to  Monroe  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  28 1,  at  Stroudsburg. 
It  was  suggested  to  them  that  they  should  make  inquiry  of 
Lilly  Chapter  of  Mauch  Chunk.  The  matter  was  referred  to 
me  and  I  made  a  thorough  investigation,  and  found  that  there 
was  very  little,  if  any,  difference  in  the  distance  between  his 
place  of  residence  and  Stroudsburg  or  Mauch  Chunk,  yet  he 
could  travel  on  a  level  road  to  Stroudsburg  and  return  home 
the  same  evening,  but  between  his  place  of  residence  and 
Mauch  Chunk  was  a  very  high  range  of  mountains,  and  the 
only  way  that  he  could  get  to  Mauch  Chunk  would  be  to  travel 
through  Stroudsburg,  Scranton  and  Wilkes-Barre,  a  distance  of 
over  100  miles.  I,  therefore,  decided  that  Monroe  Chapter 
could  receive  and  act  upon  his  Petition  without  making  inquiry 
of  Lilly  Chapter.  I  have  had  several  cases  of  a  similar  charac¬ 
ter  referred  to  me,  which  I  investigated  thoroughly  and  made 
the  same  decision.  I  feel  thoroughly  satisfied  that  this  decision 
is  right  and  proper,  and  it  will  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  and  every  subordinate  Chapter  in  this  Juris¬ 
diction. 

Dispensations. 

I  have  granted  dispensations  during  the  year  as  follows: 

December  31,  1897. — To  Chapter  No.  260,  to  elect  a  Scribe 
in  place  of  Charles  D.  Buss,  deceased. 
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January  6 ,  1898. — -To  Chapter  No.  164,  to  elect  officers.  No 
election  held  in  December. 

February  11,  1898. — To  Chapter  No.  249,  to  confer  Capitular 
Degrees  on  Bro.  Thomas  R.  Davis.  Time  expired  and  was 
about  to  leave  the  Jurisdiction. 

April  23,  1898. — To  Chapter  No.  260,  to  elect  a  Treasurer  in 
place  of  Charles  L.  Wheeler,  deceased,  and  a  Secretary  in  place 
of  Charles  P.  McAllister,  deceased. 

December  6,  1898. — To  Chapter  No.  229,  to  elect  officers. 
Election  should  have  been  held  at  November  meeting,  the  next 
stated  meeting  being  after  St.  John’s  Day. 

New  Chapters. 

On  March  14th,  accompanied  by  Companion  John  McKain, 
District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  and  a  number  of  Past  High 
Priests  from  Allegheny  and  Pittsburgh,  I  visited  Carnegie  and 
constituted  Cyrus  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  280.  This  Chapter 
had  38  charter  members  and  41  petitions.  After  constituting 
the  Chapter  and  installing  the  officers  I  closed  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter,  opened  Cyrus  Chapter  and  conferred  the  Mark  and  Most 
Excellent  Degrees  upon  three  of  the  candidates. 

On  April  8th,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  Chapter  officers,  I 
visited  Stroudsburg  and  constituted  Monroe  Royal  Arch  Chap¬ 
ter,  No.  281.  This  Chapter  had  23  charter  members  and  a 
number  of  petitions.  After  constituting  the  Chapter  and 
installing  the  officers  I  opened  Monroe  Chapter  and  conferred 
the  Mark  and  Most  Excellent  Degrees  upon  three  candidates. 

Both  of  these  Chapters  are  doing  excellent  work,  increasing 
their  membership  and  are  in  good  financial  condition. 
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Visitations. 

# 

January  16th,  I  visited  Kittanning  and  remained  until  the 
1 8th.  I  instructed  the  officers  of  Orient  R.  A.  Chapter, 
No.  247,  in  the  work  of  all  the  Degrees,  and  on  the  evening  of 
the  17th,  at  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Chapter,  the  officers  con¬ 
ferred  the  Mark  Degree  on  four  candidates  and  I  conferred  the 
Most  Excellent  and  Royal  Arch.  The  elective  and  appointed 
officers  of  the  Chapter  did  their  work  in  a  very  correct  and 
efficient  manner.  Comp.  Cyrus  H.  Blood,  D.  D.  G.  H.  P.  of  the 
District,  was  present,  also  a  large  number  of  members  and 
visiting  Companions. 

January  18th,  I  visited  Butler  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  273,  at 
Butler.  Comp.  William  C.  Thompson,  D.  D.  G.  H.  P.,  and  a 
large  number  of  members  and  visiting  Companions  were  pres¬ 
ent.  The  officers  of  the  Chapter  conferred  the  Royal  Arch 
Degree  upon  three  candidates,  and  I  complimented  them  for 
the  very  impressive  and  efficient  manner  in  which  they  did  the 
work. 

January  19th,  I  visited  Delta  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  170,  at  New 
Castle.  Comp.  John  C.  Wallace,  D.  D.  G.  H.  P. ,  was  present, 
and  there  was  also  a  large  attendance  of  members  and  visiting 
Companions.  The  officers  of  the  Chapter  conferred  the  Royal 
Arch  Degree  upon  three  candidates.  The  work  was  correct 
and  impressive  and  received  my  commendation. 

June  1 6th,  I  visited  Good  Samaritan  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  266, 
at  Gettysburg.  I  remained  there  until  the  evening  of  the  19th, 
gave  them  instructions  in  all  of  the  Degrees,  which  they  appre¬ 
ciated,  and  I  feel  confident  that  this  Chapter  is  now  in  good 
condition  and  able  to  do  the  work  correctly. 

June  20th,  I  visited  Shekinah  R.  A.  Chapter  at  Wilkes-Barre. 

June  22d,  I  visited  Carbondale,  met  the  officers  of  Eureka 
R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  179,  at  the  Masonic  Hall  on  that  evening 
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and  they  rehearsed  the  work.  They  did  it  fairly  well,  but  I 
had  to  make  a  few  corrections. 

September  19th,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  Chapter  officers, 
I  visited  Wilkes-Barre,  attended  the  meeting  of  Shekinah  R.  A. 
Chapter,  No.  182.  Comp.  Frank  Deitrick,  D.  D.  G.  H.  P.,  was 
present,  and  there  was  a  large  attendance  of  members  and 
visiting  Companions.  The  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons’ 
Degree  was  conferred  by  the  officers  of  the  Chapter  in  a  very 
efficient  manner. 

September  20th,  we  visited  Honesdale  and  in  the  evening 
attended  a  meeting  of  Anthony  Wayne  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  204, 
and,  assisted  by  the  Grand  Chapter  officers,  I  conferred  the 
Mark  and  Most  Excellent  Degrees  upon  nine  candidates.  On 
the  morning  of  the  21st  Comp.  Grant  W.  Lane,  M.  E.  High 
Priest,  and  the  members  of  Anthony  Wayne  Chapter  gave  the 
Grand  Chapter  officers  a  very  pleasant  drive  down  along  the 
river  to  visit  the  Cut  Glass  works.  I  declined  the  invitation  to 
accompany  them,  as  I  had  a  cold  and  felt  that  I  needed  a  rest. 
I  had  visited  the  place  before.  While  at  the  glass  works  the 
officers  purchased  a  handsome  present  and  had  it  shipped  to 
the  closest  personal  friend  of  your  humble  servant.  I  don’t 
think  it  proper  for  me  to  state  the  facts  of  the  case  in  this 
report,  but  I  will  say  something  verbally  in  regard  to  the 
matter  after  the  close  of  my  report.  In  the  evening  we  attended 
another  meeting  of  Anthony  Wayne  Chapter  and,  assisted  by 
the  Grand  Chapter  officers,  I  conferred  the  Royal  Arch  Degree 
on  the  nine  candidates.  Comp.  E.  R.  W.  Searle,  D.D.G.  H.P., 
was  present  at  the  meetings  of  this  Chapter.  He  has  faithfully 
attended  to  his  duties,  and  I  feel  confident  that  this  Chapter  is 
now  in  good  condition. 

September  2 2d,  we  visited  Susquehanna;  were  very  cordially 
received  by  the  Companions  and  taken  on  a  trip  on  a  steamboat 
up  the  Susquehanna  river.  In  the  evening  we  visited  The  Sus¬ 
quehanna  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  276.  Comp.  E.  R.  W.  Searle, 
D.  D.  G.  H.  P. ,  was  present  and  also  a  large  number  o'f  mem- 
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bers  and  visiting  Companions.  The  Mark  Degree  was  exem¬ 
plified  by  the  officers  of  the  Chapter  in  a  very  efficient  manner. 
The  Chapter  is  in  good  condition. 


I  have  visited  the  following  Chapters  in  Philadelphia : 


April  5  th, 

T.  B.  Freeman  Chapter  (25th  anniversary),  No. 

243 

Oct. 

3rd, 

Corinthian  “  ....,.“ 

250 

Oct. 

4th, 

T.  B.  Freeman  “  . “ 

243 

Oct.  12th, 

Philadelphia  Chapter, . k‘ 

169 

Oct.  14th, 

Palestine  “  . “ 

240 

Oct.  17th, 

Jerusalem  “  . “ 

n 

v> 

Oct.  1 8th, 

Temple  *  “  . “ 

248 

Oct.  19th, 

Siloam  “  . ‘£ 

226 

Oct.  24th, 

Kensington  “ 

233 

Nov.  7th, 

Corinthian  “  . “ 

250 

Nov.  8th, 

St.  John  “  .  . t£ 

232 

Nov.  14th, 

Harmony  . “ 

52 

Nov.  2 1  st, 

Germantown  ‘ £  . ,  *  ‘ 

208 

Work. 

For  the  information  of  the  District  Deputies  and  officers  of 
Subordinate  Chapters,  work  has  been  exemplified  during  the 
year  in  the  Grand  Chapter,  as  follows: 

March  Quarterly,  Mark  Master  Masons’  Degree. 

June  Quarterly,  M.  E.  M.  Masons’  Degree. 

September  Quarterly,  Royal  Arch  Degree. 

The  Mark  and  Most  Excellent  was  done  by  officers  of  Sub¬ 
ordinate  Chapters  and  the  Royal  .Arch  Degree  by  the  officers 
of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

\  Conclusion. 

Companions,  I  have  received  and  read  copies  of  the  Proceed¬ 
ings  of  almost  every  Grand  Chapter  in  the  United  States,  and 
they  all  speak  very  kindly  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsyl- 
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vania.  It  is  a  great  source  of  pleasure  to  me  to  know  that  our 
relations  with  our  sister  Grand  Chapters  are  so  cordial  and 
friendly. 

The  membership  in  Capitular  Masonry  in  Pennsylvania  has 
increased  considerably  during  this  year  and  I  hope  that  it  will 
continue. 

The  finances  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  in  excellent  condition, 
having  been  able  to  pay  all  expenses  and  make  all  appropria¬ 
tions  for  the  coming  year,  including  the  donation  of  $500  to 
the  Masonic  Home. 

Companions,  I  thank  you  very  kindly  for  the  honors  that  you 
have  conferred  upon  me ;  my  associations  with  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  have  always  been  very  pleasant. 
I  wish  you  all  future  health  and  prosperity,  and  I  feel  confident 
that  you  will  all  be  true  to  each  other,  active  in  maintaining 
and  advancing  the  interests  of  Capitular  Masonry  and  faithful 
in  your  devotions  to  God,  the  Father  of  our  beloved  Fraternity. 

So  much  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communi¬ 
cation  held  on  Thursday,  December  8,  1898,  as  relates 
to  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  was  read. 

All  the  Companions  present  who  had  not  received  the 
Order  of  High-Priesthood  having  retired, 

Companion  Michael  William  Jacobs  was  installed  as 
Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  of  The  Grand  Holy 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  and  Masonic 
Jurisdiction  Thereunto  Belonging ;  was  duly  proclaimed 
as  such,  and  received  the  salutations  of  the  Craft. 

The  Companions  who  had  retired  were  readmitted, 
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when  the  following  Grand  Officers  were  severally  in¬ 
stalled,  and  were  each  duly  proclaimed,  and  received 
the  salutations  of  the  Craft: 

Comp.  Edward  B.  Spencer, . M.  E.  Grand  King. 

Henry  Oscar  Kline, . M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton, . M.  E.  Graiid  Treasurer. 

Charles  Cary, . M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Michael 
William  Jacobs,  then  delivered  the  following 

ADDRESS:  ' 

Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter: — In  addressing  yon  on 
this  occasion,  my  first  and  most  pleasant  duty  is  to  tender  to  you 
my  sincere  and  profound  thanks  for  the  great  honor  you  have 
done  me  in  calling  me  to  this  Exalted  Station.  To  be  selected 
by  his  Brethren  to  preside  over  any  Masonic  body  is  an  honor 
of  which  any  Mason  may  well  feel  proud,  and  of  which  most 
Masons  do  feel  proud;  but  to  be  called  by  the  unanimous  voice 
of  his  Companions  to  the  highest  office  in  this,  the  oldest  and, 
I  think  I  may  fairly  say,  considering  everything,  the  foremost 
Grand  Chapter  in  this  country,  is  a  distinction  which  comes  to 
but  few,  and  should  be  correspondingly  appreciated. 

I  am,  however,  deeply  sensible  that  the  office  of  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest  is  not  only  one  of  great  honor  and  dignity,  but  is 
also  one  of  great  responsibility.  To  supervise  the  affairs  of 
123  Chapters,  having  a  membership  of  upwards  of  18,000 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  is  indeed  no  light  undertaking.  But  the 
great  favor  and  kind  consideration  with  which  I  have  on  all  oc¬ 
casions  been  treated  by  my  Companions  have  led  me  to  believe 
that  I  shall  have  their  loyal  support  and  hearty  co-operation  in 
my  efforts  to  perform  the  duties  of  my  office  to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  whatever  that  may  turn  out  to  be,  and  that  my  short¬ 
comings  will  not  be  too  harshly  criticised  by  them. 
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I  am  a  firm  believer  in  the  settled  policy  of  this  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  to  steadfastly  adhere  to  onr  ancient  Landmarks,  and  to 
firmly  resist  the  introduction  of  innovations,  which,  however 
they  may  please  the  passing  fancy  of  their  inventors  and  their 
inventors’  friends,  tend  only  to  mar  the  beauty  and  symmetry 
of  our  Institutions  and  to  shake  the  confidence  of  our  members 
in  our  Fraternity  as  an  “Ancient”  as  well  as  an  “Honorable 
Fraternity.”  It  will  therefore  be  my  pleasure,  as  well  as  my 
duty,  to  strictly  adhere  to  that  policy,  and  hence  any  sugges¬ 
tions  which  I  may  have  to  offer,  either  now  or  at  any  future 
time,  will  be  in  the  line  of  that  policy  rather  than  the  reverse. 

I  congratulate  you  upon  the  prosperity  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  this  Jurisdiction  at  the  present  time.  Never  since 
its  introduction  has  Royal  Arch  Masonry  been  more  flourishing 
in  Pennsylvania  than  now.  This  is  due  to  no  sudden  impulse 
or  transient  cause,  but  is  the  result  of  steady  progress  and 
healthy  growth,  under  the  wise,  conservative  and  energetic 
administration  of  my  predecessors  in  office.  Although  great 
care  has  been  taken  in  the  establishment  of  Chapters,  16  have 
been  added  to  the  register  in  the  past  ten  years,  and  during  the 
same  period  the  membership  of  the  Chapters  has  grown,  in 
round  numbers,  from  12,000  to  18,000,  an  increase  of  about  50 
per  cent.  Peace  and  harmony  prevail,  and  it  is  gratifying  to 
know  that  for  a  number  of  years  a  constantly  growing  interest 
in  Royal  Arch  Masonry  has  been  manifested.  As  the  policy  of 
our  Grand  Chapter  has  been — wisely,  as  we  all  believe — to 
avoid  printed  rituals,  and  to  insist  upon  the  oral  communication 
of  the  Work  as  we  received  it  from  our  fathers,  no  little  diffi¬ 
culty  was  formerly  experienced,  not  only  in  preserving  it  in  its 
purity  in  localities  where  it  was  subject  to  the  influences  of 
rituals  of  other  Jurisdictions,  but  in  properly  instructing  the 
officers  of  Chapters  located  at  a  distance  from  the  seat  of  the 
Grand  Chapter.  The  exemplification  of  the  several  degrees  of 
Capitular  Masonry  at  the  Quarterly  Communications  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  was  attended  with  very  beneficial  results.  But 
these  exemplifications,  invaluable  as  they  are,  tend  to  correct  the 
errors  and  strengthen  the  knowledge  of  those  already  fairly  profi- 
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cient  in  the  Work  rather  than  to  give  needed  instruction  to  those 
who  most  need  it.  Hence,  some  years  ago,  Schools  of  Instruc¬ 
tion,  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  respective  District 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priests,  were  established  in  a  number  of 
Districts,  to  the  very  great  benefit  not  only  of  the  Chapter  offi¬ 
cers  and  other  Companions  who  were  desirous  of  acquiring  the 
Work  as  authorized  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  but  also  of  the 
District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  themselves,  who  in  teach¬ 
ing  were  compelled  to  learn,  and  particularly  were,  in  order  to 
keep  their  work  pure,  led  to  compare  it  frequently  on  minor 
points  with  that  authorized  by  and  exemplified  in  the  Grand 
Chapter.  Besides  the  instruction  given  in  these  Schools  and  by 
District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests,  special  instructors  have 
from  time  to  time  been  sent  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
or  have  gone,  with  his  permission,  into  localities  where  instruc¬ 
tion  was  most  needed  and  was  particularly  desired  by  the  Com¬ 
panions.  The  result  of  all  these  efforts  has  been  very  great 
improvement  in  the  work  of  the  Chapters  throughout  this  Juris¬ 
diction,  and  increased  and  increasing  interest  of  the  Compan¬ 
ions  in  the  acquisition  of  the  work.  This  increased  interest 
has  been  particularly  shown  by  the  visits  of  many  Companions 
from  all  parts  of  this  Jurisdiction  to  the  office  of  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest  for  instruction,  which  has  for  a  number  of  years 
been  there  given  by  my  immediate  predecessor,  M.  E.  Com¬ 
panion  Johnson  ;  and,  without  at  all  depreciating  or  under¬ 
valuing  the  efforts  and  services  of  other  predecessors  in  the 
advancement  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  considering  his  long 
service  as  an  instructor,  the  great  amount  of  time  he  has  de¬ 
voted  to  the  service  and  the  patience  with  which  he  has  for 
years  instructed  all  who  were  justly  entitled  to  such  instruction, 
I  feel ‘it  to  be  but  fair  that  the  name  of  Companion  Johnson 
should  be  particularly  mentioned  in  this  connection. 

But  we  have  not  reached  the  goal.  Much  yet  remains  to  be 
done.  It  is  my  purpose  during  the  present  year  to  encourage 
the  establishment  of  additional  Schools  of  Instruction,  and, 
whenever  practicable,  to  send  special  instructors  to  Chapters 
most  in  need  of  instruction,  and  generally,  following  the  ex- 
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ample  of  my  predecessors,  to  encourage  by  every  means  at  my 
command  the  dissemination  of  the  Work  in  strict  conformity 
to  that  approved  by  and  exemplified  in  the  Grand  Chapter. 
The  result,  however,  will  depend  largely  upon  the  support  and 
co-operation  received  from  the  Chapters,  their  officers  and 
members.  That  such  support  and  co-operation  will  be  given 
I  have  every  reason  to  hope.  That  they  should  be  given  it  is 
needless  to  say. 

In  this  connection  I  desire  to  note  several  matters  which  I 
deem  important. 

It  was  formerly  the  custom  in  some  of  the  Chapters — and,  I 
fear,  in  many  of  the  Chapters — to  rely  upon  the  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest  to  confer  the  Capitular  degrees.  This  prac¬ 
tice — which,  I  am  glad  to  say,  is  not  now  nearly  so  prevalent 
as  it  formerly  was,  but  which,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  is  not  en¬ 
tirely  broken  up — has  been  adverted  to  and  condemned  by  sev¬ 
eral  of  my  predecessors,  and  I  now  add  my  condemnation  of  it 
to  theirs.  It  is  the  duty  of  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests 
to  give  advice  and  instruction  in  Capitular  Masonry  to  the 
officers  of  the  Chapters,  but  not  to  do  their  work  for  them. 
Masonic  offices  are  not  merely  honorary.  To  them  belong 
duties  which  their  incumbents  should  faithfully  and  conscien¬ 
tiously  perform.  No  Chapter  should  elect  to  office  any  Com¬ 
panion  about  whose  ability  and  disposition  to  perform  its  duties 
there  is  any  serious  doubt,  nor  has  any  Companion  the  right  to 
accept  an  office  in  a  Chapter  unless  he  is  already,  by  his  knowl¬ 
edge  of  Capitular  Work  and  jurisprudence,  qualified  to  per¬ 
form  its  duties,  or  intends  without  delay  to  qualify  himself; 
and,  with  the  opportunities  for  instruction  in  the  Capitular 
Work  which  now  exist,  there  can,  except  in  rare  cases,  be  no 
excuse  for  not  learning  it.  While  therefore  it  does  not  seem 
wise  to  entirely  prohibit  the  conferring  of  the  Capitular  de¬ 
grees  by  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests,  the  occasions 
upon  which  it  is  done  should  be  rare  exceptions,  and  not  the 
rule. 

There  is  another  matter  to  which  I  desire  to  call  your  atten¬ 
tion.  Although  the  practice  is  not  now  so  prevalent  as  form- 
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erly,  it  too  often  happens  that,  for  reasons  of  mere  convenience 
or  to  gratify  the  ambition  of  candidates,  several,  and  sometimes 
all  three,  of  the  Capitular  degrees  are  conferred  upon  the  same 
candidate  at  the  same  meeting  of  the  Chapter.  Exigencies 
may  arise  which  render  such  course  justifiable,  but  ordinarily  it 
is  not  so.  The  degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  is  the  completion 
of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  and  our  fathers  sought  it  as  the 
completion  and  rounding  out  of  their  Masonic  education. 
Hence,  logically  and  historically,  the  Chapter  should  exist  for 
the  further  instruction  of  Symbolic  Masons,  and  not  as  a  mere 
stepping-stone  to  any  higher  body.  If  a  brother  who  has 
passed  the  chair  desires  to  attend  a  Grand  Conclave,  and  to 
appear  in  the  ranks  of  his  Fraters  as  they  march  with  stately 
tread  to  the  music  of  the  band,  let  him  apply"  to  the  Chapter  in 
ample  time;  but  he  has  no  right  to  expect,  and  his  friends 
within  the  Chapter  have  no  right  to  ask,  that,  for  the  gratifica¬ 
tion  of  his  wish,  the  impressive  and  solemn  ceremonies  of  the 
Capitular  degrees  shall  be  hastily  and  perfunctorily  performed, 
and  that  their  instructive  lessons  shall  be  told  to  ears  which,  if 
they  listen  at  all,  utterly  fail  to  catch  their  teachings.  What  I 
have  thus  said  applies  with  little  less  force  to  the  rapid  advance¬ 
ment  of  candidates  for  reasons  of  mere  convenience  to  the 
Chapter  or  its  officers.  The  value,  as  well  as  the  beauty,  of 
the  Capitular  degrees  lies  in  the  lessons  which  they  teach,  and 
those  lessons  are  far  too  important  to  be  crowded  en  masse  into 
the  mind  of  any  man. 

But  there  is  an  even  more  serious  view  to  be  taken  of  this 
matter.  At  his  installation  every  High  Priest  is  required  to 
give  his  unequivocal  assent  to  certain  Ancient  Charges  and 
Regulations,  one  of  which  is  that  he  “will  not  exalt  any  one 
to  this  degree  *'****  who  has  not  made  considerable 
proficiency  in  the  preceding  degrees.”  I  do  not  overlook  the 
fact  that  our  fathers  considered  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch 
Mason  the  fourth  degree  in  “Ancient  Masonry,”  and  that  in 
their  days  the  “preceding  degrees”  in  which  the  candidate  for 
Royal  Arch  honors  was  required  to  be  “versed  ”  were  the  three 
Symbolic  degrees.  But  subsequently,  to  conform  to  the  views 
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of  the  Companions  of  other  jurisdictions,  the  degrees  of  Mark 
Master  Mason  and  Most  Excellent  Master  were  introduced  into 
our  Chapters,  and  they  are  now  in  our  Capitular  system  degrees 
preceding  the  Royal  Arch.  Hence  it  is  difficult  to  understand 
how  any  other  construction  can  be  put  upon  this  ancient  regu¬ 
lation,  as  it  is  assented  to  to-day,  than  that  it  demands  “con¬ 
siderable  proficiency  ”  on  the  part  of  the  candidate  in  the 
degrees  of  Mark  Master  and  Most  Excellent  Master.  But,  let 
me  ask,  how  can  any  candidate  be  said  to  have  made  consider¬ 
able  proficiency  in  degrees  which  have  been  conferred  upon 
him  but  a  few  moments  before,  and  concerning  which  he  has  had 
no  time  for  either  reflection  or  instruction? 

Other  reasons  might  be  given  for  the  position  I  have  indi¬ 
cated,  but  I  think  it  is  sufficiently  clear  that  the  practice, 
wherever  it  exists,  of  conferring  more  than  one  degree  upon  a 
candidate  at  the  same  meeting  of  the  Chapter  ought  not  to  be 
continued,  and  that,  at  all  events,  the  more  orderly  and  proper 
course  is  to  allow  the  candidate  ample  time  between  his  several 
degrees  for  reflection  upon  and  instruction  in  them.  The  order¬ 
ing  and  arrangement  of  the  work  of  the  Chapter  is  largely  in 
the  sound  discretion  of  the  High  Priest,  and  circumstances  may 
arise:  which  require  him  to  depart  from  the  principle  which  I 
have  indicated  as  the  sound  one,  but  the  circumstances  should 
be  quite  extraordinary  and  the  necessity  for  doing  so  clear. 

And  this  suggests  one  other  thought.  Not  only  should  candi¬ 
dates  have  sufficient  time  for  instruction  in  the  several  degrees 
as  they  receive  them,  but  instruction  should  actually  be  given 
them.  This  may  be  done  by  the  High  Priest  himself,  by  the  other 
Chapter  officers,  or  by  experienced  and  well-informed  Compan¬ 
ions  selected  for  the  purpose  by  the  High  Priest,  either  per¬ 
manently  or  for  special  cases  as  they  arise.  The  District  School 
of  Instruction  does  not  reach  down  far  enough.  It  is  intended 
primarily  for  the  instruction  of  Chapter  Officers  and  such  Com¬ 
panions  as  are  desirous  of  perfecting  themselves  in  the  entire 
Work  of  all  or  any  of  the  degrees,  and  few  but  those  who  reside 
where  it  is  held  can  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages.  It 
needs  to  be  supplemented  by  instruction  within  the  .  Chapter, 
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which  shall  reach  all  the  members  who  are  willing-  to  learn,  and 
particularly  the  younger  members.  I  am  aware  that  in  some 
Chapters  difficulties  will  be  found  in  the  way  of  carrying  out 
such  a  scheme  of  Chapter  instruction.  But  let  all  do  what 
they .  can,  and  perhaps  fewer  difficulties  will  be  experienced 
than  are  imagined.  The  course  I  have  indicated,  if  faithfully 
carried  out,  will  complete  our  system  of  instruction,  giving  us, 
first,  The  exemplification  of  the  Capitular  degrees  in  the  Grand 
Chapter  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  attend  its  Communica¬ 
tions,  and  particularly  for  the  benefit  of  the  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priests  and  others  charged  with  the  duty  of  in¬ 
struction  in  the  Schools;  secondly,  The  District  Schools  of 
Instruction,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Chapter  Officers  and  other 
Companions  who  find  it  convenient  to  attend,  and  lastly,  The 
Schools,  or  at  least  the  instruction,  within  the  Chapters,  for  the 
benefit  of  all  who  are  desirous  of  learning. 

In  conclusion,  I  hope  what  I  have  said  will  not  be  construed 
by  any  one  as  indicating  that  I  hold  a  low  opinion  of  the  state 
of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  I  do  not,  and  I  believe  it  compares  very  favorably  with 
the  state  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  any  other  Jurisdiction.  We 
are  human,  and  abuses  exist.  There  are  faults  and  errors  to  be 
corrected  and  advances  to  be  made,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  from  time  to  time  to  call  attention  to 
them.  But,  taken  all  in  all,  we  have  great  reason  to  congratu¬ 
late  ourselves  upon  the  steady  and  uninterrupted  improvement 
that  has  been  going  on  among  our  Chapters;  and.  strengthened 
and  encouraged  by  what  has  already  been  achieved,  and  in¬ 
spired  by  the  example  of  our  predecessors,  we  should  press 
still  upward  and  onward. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  follow¬ 
ing  appointments  for  the  present  Masonic  Year,  com¬ 
mencing  this  day : 
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District  Deputy  Grayid  High  Priests . 

The  County  of  Philadelphia  will  be  under  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest,  Comp.  Michael  William  Jacobs. 

1.  Comp.  John  McKain,  of  Pittsburgh,  for  the  Counties  of 
Allegheny  and  Washington. 

2.  Comp.  William  C.  Thompson,  of  Butler,  for  the  Counties 
of  Beaver  and  Butler. 

3.  Comp.  Curtis  G.  Campbell,  of  Johnstown,  for  the  Coun¬ 
ties  of  Greene,  Payette,  Westmoreland,  Somerset  and  Cambria. 

4.  Comp.  John  B.  Sprenkel,  of  York,  for  the  Counties  of 
Lancaster,  Adams  and  York. 

5.  Comp.  Stephen  H.  Appleton,  of  Media,  for  the ‘County  of 
Delaware  and  Chapter  No.  223  at  Oxford. 

6.  Comp.  John  H.  Shopp,  of  Harrisburg,  for  the  Counties  of 
Dauphin,  Cumberland  and  Franklin. 

7.  Comp.  T.  Darlington  Buckwalter,  of  Pottstown,  for  Chap¬ 
ters  Nos.  190,  262  and  271,  of  Montgomery  County,  and  No. 
J98,  of  Chester  County. 

8.  Comp.  Albert  R.  Hoover,  of  Reading,  for  the  Counties  of 
'Berks  and  Lebanon. 

9.  Comp.  Christian  A.  Seidel,  of  Pottsville,  for  the  County  of 
'Schuylkill. 

10.  Comp.  Daniel  Z.  Walker,  of  Allentown,  for  the  Counties 
-of  Lehigh  and  Carbon,  and  Chapter  No.  216,  at  Bethlehem. 

11.  Comp.  Frank  Deitrick,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  for  the  County 
..  of  Luzerne. 

12.  Comp.  James  H.  Codding,  of  Towanda,  for  the  Counties 
(.of  Bradford,  Sullivan  and  Tioga. 
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13.  Comp.  Charles  E.  Cooper,  of  Oil  City,  for  the  Counties 
of  Warren,  Venango  and  Fores. 

14.  Comp.  Joseph  J.  Lingle,  of  Emporium,  for  the  Counties 
of  McKean,  Potter,  Cameron  and  Elk. 

15.  Comp.  Daniel  B.  Else,  of  Williamsport,  for  the  Counties 
of  Lycoming,  Clinton  and  Centre. 

16.  Comp.  Harry  M.  Chenoweth,  of  Sunbury,  for  the 
County  of  Northumberland. 

> 

17.  Comp.  Martin  L.  Shaffner,  of  Huntingdon,  for  the 
Counties  of  Mifflin,  Bedford,  Huntingdon,  Juniata,  Fulton, 
Perry,  Clearfield  and  Blair. 

18.  Comp.  Peter  Barkey,  of  Erie,  for  the  Counties  of  Erie 
and  Crawford. 

19.  Comp.  John  C.  Wallace,  of  New  Castle,  for  the  Counties 
of.  Mercer  and  Lawrence. 

% 

20.  Comp.  John  W.  Farnsworth,  of  Danville,  for  the  Coun¬ 
ties  of  Montour  and  Columbia. 

21.  Comp.  Cyrus  H.  Blood,  of  Brookville,  for  the  Counties  of 
Jefferson,  Clarion  and  Armstrong. 

22.  Comp.  Ellis  H.  Doan,  of  Coatesville,  for  the  County  of 
Chester,  except  Chapter  No.  198,  at  Phoenixville,  and  Chapter 
No.  223,  at  Oxford. 

23.  Comp.  Edward  R.  W.  Searle,  of  Susquehanna,  for  the 
Counties  of  Susquehanna  and  Wayne,  except  Chapter  No.  180, 
at  Montrose. 

24.  Comp.  Thomas  Rose,  of  Ambler,  for  Bucks  County  and 
Chapters  Nos.  220  and  245  of  Montgomery  County. 
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25.  Comp.  Samuel  S.  Yohe,  of  Easton,  for  the  Counties  of 
Northampton  and  Monroe,  except  Chapter  No.  216,  at  Bethle¬ 
hem. 

26.  Comp.  Reuben  A.  Zimmerman,  of  Scranton,  for  the 
Counties  of  Lackawanna  and  Wyoming,  and  Chapter  No.  180, 
at  Montrose. 

Grand  Chaplains. 

Comp.  Rev.  Henry  S.  Getz,  of  Philadelphia. 

“  Rev.  Charles  M.  Stock,  of  Hanover. 

“  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Angell,  of  Harrisburg. 

“  Rev.  Benjamin  F.  Delo,  of  Clarion. 

“  Rev.  William  B.  Chalfant,  of  Philadelphia. 

“  Rev.  Will  H.  Hiller,  of  Wilkes-Barre. 

“  Rev.  Horace  F.  Fuller,  of  Philadelphia. 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

Comp.  Edwin  H.  Coane,  of  Chapter  No.  240. 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner . 

Comp.  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  of  Chapter  No.  175. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Comp.  Francis  H.  Hemperley,  of  Chapter  No.  248. 

Grand  Master  of  Third  Vail. 

Comp.  Franklin  P.  Mason,  of  Chapter  No. ...243. 

Grand  Master  of  Second  Vail. 

Comp.  Adam  H.  Schmehl,  of  Chapter  No.  237. 

Grand  Master  of  First  Vail. 

Comp.  Benjamin  Eiseman,  of  Chapter  No.  183. 
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Grand  Marshal. 

Comp.  George  B.  Wells,  of  Chapter  No.  52. 

Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

Comp.  John  O’Donnel,  of  Chapter  No.  91 

Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

Comp.  Forrest  E.  Gordon,  of  Chapter  No.  169. 

Grand  Pursuivant. 

Comp.  Frank  M.  Highley,  of  Chapter  No.  183. 

Grand  Tyler. 

Comp.  William  B.  Joslyn,  of  Chapter  No.  175. 

Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

M.  E.  Comp.  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

“  “  Hibbert  P.  John,  p.  g.  h.  p.  , 

“  “  George  E.  Wagner,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

“  “  James  S.  Barber,  p.  g.  h.  p. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest. 

Committee  on  Appeals. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

‘ <  Edward  Perry, 

“  George  J.  Benner, 

“  J.  Henry  Williams, 

“  Richard  E.  Cochran. 

Committee  on  Finance. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

“  M.  Richards  Muckle, 

“  Charles  W.  Packer, 

“  William  M.  Donaldson, 

“  Jacob  W.  Jackson. 
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Committee  on  By-Laws. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

“  “  Richard  M.  Johnson,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

“  Philip  C.  Shaffer, 

“  Joseph  M.  Wiatt, 

“  Louis  M.  Wagner. 

Committee  on  Correspondence. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  p.  G.  h.  p., 

“  Stockton  Bates, 

“  J.  Simpson  Africa, 

“  Joshua  L.  Lyte, 

“  James  H.  Codding. 

Committee  on  Charity. 

Comp.  Conrad  B.  Day, 

“  N.  Ferree  Lightner, 

“  Robert  L.  Holliday, 

“  William  S.  Semple, 

“  William  J.  Diehl. 

Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing. 

Comp.  Harry  I.  Mclntire,  Jr., 

“  Alexander  McCune, 

“  John  T.  Beardsley, 

“  James  W.  R.  Washington, 

“  Jacob  Glaser. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  eight 
o’clock  and  thirty  minutes,  p.  m. 

Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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of  Pennsylvania. 


1795,  William  Ball.! 

1796 — 1797,  William  Moore  Smith.! 
1798 — 1802,  Jonathan  Bayard  Smith.! 
1802—1805,  Israel  Israel.| 

1806 — 1813,  James-  Milnor.| 

1814,  Richard  Tybout.j 

1815,  Samuel  F.  Bradford.! 
1816 — 1817,  Walter  Kerr.! 

l8l8 — 1821,  BAYSE  NEWCOMB.f 
1822—1823,  Josiah  Randall.! 

1824 — 1825,  Michael  Nisbet.! 

1826,  John  Steele,  Jr.! 

1827,  Tristram  B.  Freeman.! 

1828,  Joseph  S.  Riley.! 
1829—1831,  John  M.  Read.! 

1832 — 1833,  Samuel  H.  Perkins.! 

1834,  Enos  S.  Gandy.! 

1835,  John  Y.  Black.! 

1836 — 1840,  Joseph  R.  Chandler. f 
1841 — 1842,  Alexander  Diamond.! 
1843 — i844»  William  Whitney.! 

1845 — 1846,  William  Barger.! 
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1847,  John  McGrath.! 

1848,  John  J.  Krider.| 

1849,  James  Simpson.| 

1850 — 1851,  David  C.  Skerrett.J- 
1852 — 1853,  Edward  P.  Lescure.| 

1854,  Anthony  Bournonville.| 
1855 — 1856,  Harman  Baugh. t 
1857,  John  C.  Smith.| 

1858—1859,  Daniel  Thompson.! 

1860,  Benjamin  Parke.! 

1861,  Harman  Yerkes.J 
1862—1863,  Jeremiah  L.  Hutchinson. f 
1864—1865,  George  W.  Wood.J 
1866—1867,  Samuel  C.  Perkins. 
1868—1869,  George  Griscom.! 

1870 — 1871,  Michael  Nisbet.J 
1872— 1873,  Charles  E.  Meyer* 
1874—1875,  Andrew  Robeno,  Jr.! 

1876,  George  E.  Wagner. 

1877— 1878,  Alfred  R.  Potter.! 
1879—1880,  William  C.  Hamilton. 

1881 — 1882,  Hibbert  P.  John. 
1883—1884,  Augustus  R.  Hall.J 
1885—1886,  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr. 
1887—1888,  Matthias  H.  Henderson. 
1889 — 1890,  James  S.  Barber. 

1891 — 1892,  Alexander  H.  Morgan. 
1893 — 1894,  Edgar  A.  Tennis. 

1 895 — 1896,  Ezra  S.  Bartlett. 
1897—1898,  Richard  M.  Johnson. 


t  Deceased. 
*  Expelled. 


C57) 


*■ 


* 


*■ 


* 


(58) 


(59) 


(6°) 


* 


(6i) 


(62) 


*■ 


■* 


«• 


(63) 


Iln  fIDemonam. 


WILLIAM  CARISS,  Jr. 


P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  226. 


Died,  April  9,  1898. 


CHARLES  R.  EARLEY. 


P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  230. 


Died,  May  16,  1898. 

CHARLES  H.  NOYES. 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  235. 


Died,  February  25,1898 


WlLLIAfl  M.  GEARHART. 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  239. 


Died,  March  25,1898. 


THOriAS  H.  ALLISON. 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  247. 


Died,  June  11,  1898. 


(65) 


II  n  flDemortam. 


CHARLES  L.  WHEELER. 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  260. 

DIED,  FEBRUARY  12,  1898. 

BENJAMIN  F.  McKUNE. 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  276. 


DIED,  NOVEMBER  2,  1898. 

ABRAHAM  F.  KOONS. 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  278. 


Died,  apri l  5, 1898. 
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Report  on  Correspondence. 


As  in  preceding  years,  this  Report  is  the  joint  labor  of  our 
Committee.  The  different  Proceedings  have  been  assigned  as 
follows : 


Alabama, . 

Arizona . 

Arkansas,  .... 
California,  .... 

Canada, . 

Colorado, . 

Connecticut,  .... 
Delaware,  .... 
District  of  Columbia,  . 
England . 

Florida . 

General  Grand  Chapter, 

Georgia, . 

Illinois, . 

Indiana, . 

Indian  Territory,  .  . 

Iowa . 

Ireland, . 

Kansas, . 

Kentucky,  .... 
Louisiana, . 


Matthias  H.  Henderson,  P.  G.  H.  P. 

% 


►  Stockton  Bates. 


1 


Maine,  .  .  .  . 

Maryland,  .  . 

Massachusetts,  . 
Michigan, .  .  . 

Minnesota,  .  . 

Mississippi,  .  * 

Missouri,  .  .  . 

Montana,  .  .  . 

Nebraska,  .  . 

Nevada,  .  .  . 

New  Brunswick, 


•  J.  Simpson  Africa. 


) 
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New  Hampshire, 
New  Jersey,  .  . 

New  York,  .  . 

North  Carolina, 
North  Dakota,  . 
Nova  Scotia, .  . 

Ohio,  .  .  .  . 

Oregon,  .  .  . 

Quebec,  .  .  . 

Rhode  Island,  . 
Scotland,  . 

South  Carolina, 
South  Dakota,  . 
Tennessee,  .  . 

Texas,  .... 
Vermont,  .  .  . 

Victoria,  .  .  . 

Virginia,  .  .  . 

Washington, .  . 

West  Virginia,  . 
Wisconsin,  .  . 


•  1 


Joshua  L.  Lyte. 


James  H.  Codding. 


We  scarcely  know  what  to  say  by  way  of  introduction;  in¬ 
deed,  we  feel  as  though  it  ought  not  to  be  necessary  to  express 
more  than  a  pleasant  greeting  to  the  Companions  with  whom 
we  have  so  long  been  in  fraternal  intercourse,  make  our  bow 
and  proceed.  Masonry  in  Pennsylvania  does  not  change; 
therefore  there  is  nothing  new  in  our  own  jurisdiction.  Our 
progress  and  increase  in  the  past  year  have  been  healthy,  and  no 
dissensions  have  disturbed  us.  We  hope  others  have  been  as 
prosperous.  In  reading  the  various  volumes  that  come  to  us 
we  notice  the  many  questions  that  have  been  discussed  so  often 
and  are  still  undecided,  and  we  ask  ourselves,  Will  they  ever 
be,  and  is  it  any  use  to  continue  threshing  the  old  straw  ? 
Neither  side  has  been  able  to  convince  the  other,  and  yet  we 
live  and  prosper  while  strenuously  advocating  our  respective 
beliefs. 

Men  were  created  to  differ,  and  we  think  this  world  would 
be  a  very  prosaic  and  uninteresting  place  if  we  all  thought 
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alike.  If  we  all  went  to  the  same  church,  voted  the  same 
political  ticket,  and  had  the  same  opinions  on  all  the  affairs  of 
life,  we  would  conclude  the  millenium  had  come,  when  Satan, 
representing  all  discordant  elements,  is  to  be  bound,  and  peace, 
harmony  and  brotherly  love  are  to  prevail  for  a  thousand  years. 
We  doubt  if  we  are  ready  for  that  blissful  period,  and  in  the 
meantime  our  discussions  will  go  on ;  but  while  we  disagree,  we 
need  not  quarrel,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  our  controversies 
should  not  be  conducted  with  charity  for  all,  with  malice 
toward  none.  We  fear  that  sometimes  this  is  forgotten,  and 
words  are  spoken  which  rankle  and  produce  heart-burnings- 
Let  us  remember  that,  no  matter  what  our  differences  are,  we 
are  brethren  and  companions,  and  let  our  words  and  actions  be 
consistent  with  our  professions.  %  M.  H.  H. 


ALABAMA. 

The  Seventy-First  Annual^  Convocation  was  held  at  Mont¬ 
gomery,  December  6,  1897.  Josiah  Jernigan,  M.  E.  G.  H.  P., 
presided. 

His  address  shows  that  he  performed  considerable  routine 
work,  such  as  granting  dispensations,  appointing  Representa¬ 
tives,  etc.  He  made  one  decision,  viz.  :  that  a  candidate  for 
the  Chapter  degrees  whose  leg  has  been  amputated  between 
the  knee  and  ankle  joints,  who  uses  a  cork  leg  and  can  conform 
to  all  the  requirements  of  the  degrees  can  be  lawfully  made  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason.  It  has  been  decided  in  Pennsylvania  that 
the  loss  of  a  leg  disqualified  a  Master  Mason  for  advancement. 
See  Pro.  G.  C.  of  Pa.,  1894,  p.  39.  Personally,  we  believe  if 
the  applicant  is  not  lame  and  can  conform  strictly  to  all  the 
requirements  of  the  ceremonies,  that  he  may  be  received. 

He  regretted  that  it  was  not  possible  for  him  to  make  any 
official  visitations  on  account  of  pressing  business  engagements. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  that  twenty  per  cent,  of 
the  Chapters  had  failed  to  make  returns  and  pay  dues.  The 
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delinquents  are  named,  and  the  Committee  states  that  the 
amounts  due  from  them  would  have  materially  strengthened  the 
financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  hoped  the  Grand 
Body  would  so  legislate  as  to  make  the  delinquents  more  care¬ 
ful,  more  accurate  and,  above  all,  more  prompt.  We  do  not 
find  that  the  Grand  Chapter  took  any  action  on  the  report. 

Companion  Meglemry  stated  that  the  Masonic  bodies  of  Jef- 

,  'e  <r  '  •  (t  * , 

ferson  county  had  taken  in  hand  the  establishment  of  the 
Jefferson  Masonic  Home,  and  had  secured  cash  subscriptions  to 
the  amount  of  $2,000,  and  had  adopted  plans  for  its  endow¬ 
ment  by  levying  a  yearly  tax  of  ten  per  cent,  of  their  gross  re¬ 
ceipts,  which  yields  about  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 
The  Grand  Chapter  resolved  that  the  objects  of  the  Home  are 
heartily  endorsed,  and  commended  the  Masons  of  Jefferson 
county  for  their  liberality  and  forethought. 

Companion  Palmer  J.  Pillans  again  presents  the  Report  on 
Correspondence.  His  long  experience  in  this  work  and  his  ex¬ 
tensive  Masonic  knowledge  cause  us  to  regard  his  opinions 
with  great  respect  even  when  we  do  not  agree  with  him,  and 
indeed  there  are  but  few  points  on  which  we  differ.  Under 
Canada,  speaking  of  the  Past  Masters’  degree,  he  says: 

“  The  utter  uselessness  of  this  degree  and  our  opinion  of  it  have  long 
since  been  expressed  by  us,  but  so  long  as  the  Grand  Chapter  retains  it  we 
bow  to  the  claim.” 

We  cannot  subscribe  to  his  statement  that  the  degree  is  ut¬ 
terly  useless.  It  is  very  useful  where  it  belongs. 

He  believes  that  the  actual  presence  of  the  Charter  is  neces¬ 
sary  when  the  Chapter  is  open,  and  we  believe  the  same. 

In  his  review  of  Pennsylvania,  Companion  Pillans  became 
sadly  confused.  He  reviews  our  proceedings  of  1896,  but  calls 
them  those  of  1897.  He  quotes  from  Grand  High  Priest  Bart¬ 
lett’s  address,  and  then  states  that  Companion  Michael  W. 
Jacobs,  of  Philadelphia,  was  installed  Grand  High  Priest.  Our 
proceedings  nowhere  state  that  Companion  Jacobs  is  a  Phila- 
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delphian.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  resides  in  Harrisburg. 
That,  however,  is  a  minor  error.  Companion  Jacobs  was  not 
installed  Grand  High  Priest.  Companion  Richard  M.  Johnson 
followed  Companion  Bartlett,  and  Companion  Pillans  over¬ 
looked  the  fact  that  our  proceedings  plainly  state  that  he  was 
installed  Grand  High  Priest  on  the  same  page  where  it  may 
also  be  found  that  Companion  Jacobs  was  installed  Grand  King. 

He  quotes  from  P.  G.  H.  P.  Tennis  and  Companion  Africa, 
and  says  he  could  dwell  longer  with  the  Report,  but  fears  he 
may  exceed  his  limits. 

Josiah  Jernigan,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

H.  Clay  Armstrong.  Montgomery,  Grand  Secretary . 

% 

ARIZONA. 

This  Grand  Chapter  commenced  its  Eighth  Annual  Convoca¬ 
tion  in  the  cave  of  the  Copper  Queen  Mine,  in  the  town  of  Bis- 
bee,  on  Wednesday,  November  10,  1897.  M.  E.  Morris  Gold- 
water,  G.  H.  P.,  presided,  with  a  full  corps  of  grand  officers. 
The  Representatives  of  four  chartered  Chapters  and  a  number 
of  Past  High  Priests  were  also  present. 

As  a  cave  is  such  an  unusual  place  for  the  meeting  of  a 
Masonic  body,  we  introduce  the  following  description  of  it 
from  the  pens  of  Comp.  N.  A.  Norford,  of  Arizona  Chapter, 
No.  1,  and  Bro.  Herbert  Brown,  of  Tucson  Lodge,  No.  4. 
From  their  account  of  its  beauty  and  natural  wonders,  its  splen¬ 
dors  must  rival  the  gorgeous  cave  of  Monte  Cristo  and  the 
creations  of  Aladdin’s  lamp.  They  say : 

“The  cave,  which  is  probaby  one  hundred  and  fifty  by  two  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  in  dimensions,  and  an  extreme  height  of  about  one  hundred  feet, 
was  lighted  by  electricity.  Eighteen  thousand  feet  of  wire  were  used  for 
the  purpose,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  lamps,  some  of  them  of  one 
hundred  candle-power.  .  In  the  east  hung  a  brilliant  letter  G  three  feet  in 
height,  and  studded  by  thirty-five  electric  lights  of  sixteen  candle-power,  a 
thing  of  beauty  and  joy  in  itself.  In  the  vast  space  overhead  the  lights 
formed  a  great  square  and  compass,  the  distance  between  the  points  of  the 
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extended  compass  being  one  hundred  feet,  and  the  length  of  each  leg  being 
one  hundred  and  thirty  feet.  The  figure,  the  strength,  the  symmetry,  the 
polished  alabaster,  the  glittering  wealth  of  gold  and  jewels  of  King  Solo¬ 
mon’s  Temple  were  here  dazed  and  dimmed  into  insignificance  by  the 
brilliancy,  the  abounding  wealth  of  exquisite  forms  of  beauty,  the  majestic 
splendor  of  huge  abutments  literally  covered  by  the  most  delicate  tracery, 
the  flash  of  a  million  jewels;  the  bold  outline  forms  of  grandeur  and 
strength,  clothed  in  glittering,  delicate  chiseling,  such  as  no  human  hand 
has  ever  wrought,  the  stupendous  dome  of  the  mountains  above  borne  upon 
those  noble  and  beautiful  pillars,  and  all  fresh  from  the  hand  of  the  Supreme 
Architect  of  the  Universe,  filled  one  with  overwhelming  emotions  of  sur¬ 
prise,  delight  and  adoration. 

“  Stalactites  from  the  size  of  a  drop  of  water  to  that  of  the  giant  tusks  of 
some  antediluvian  monster  hung  suspended  from  the  roof,  and  beneath  the 
white  glare  of  the  electric  light  they  danced  and  shimmered  like  icicles  in 
the  sun.  Singly  and  in  clusters,  some  in  blue  and  some  in  white,  of  all 
lengths  and  shapes,  these  stalactites  cover  the  roof,  while  among  them  in 
labyrinthine  irregularity  glitters  the  crystal  ooze. 

“On  the  north  side,  almost  opposite  to  where  the  cave  was  first  broken 
into  the  lime,  God  has  created  the  fairest  creatures  of  his  handiwork,  and 
what  King  Solomon  wrought  in  years  was  here  fashioned  in  a  single  night ; 
but  a  night  that  knew  no  day,  nor  the  sound  of  ax,  hammer  or  tool  of  iron 
till  the  operative  workman,  agreeably  to  the  designs  drawn  upon  the  trestle 
board,  revealed  its  hidden  treasures.  Here  are  the  steps,  the  pot  of  incense, 
the  bee-hive,  the  hour-glass  and  waterfall.  The  steps,  whiter  than  Parian 
marble,  lead  upward  and  into  an  unexplored  beyond ;  the  bee-hives,  appar¬ 
ently  made  from  great  coils  of  alabaster  rope,  are  from  two  to  ten  feet  in 
diameter  and  six  feet  high.  East  of  these  is  the  waterfall,  stayed  midway 
in  its  descent  by  some  hypnotic  hand ;  white  and  awe-inspiring  in  its  silent 
grandeur  is  this  seemingly  stilled  torrent  of  foaming  waters  that  ere  it  slept 
had  dashed  its  sprqy  on  hummocks  of  ice  in  a  thousand  fantastic  shapes 
sparkled  in  the  light.  There  are  curtains  and  veils  behind  which  no  man 
may  enter,  woven  white  and  transparent  in  the  Cimmerian  darkness.  The 
whole  aspect  of  the  cave  is  one  of  entrancing  and  bewildering  loveliness, 
and  he  who  can  gaze  without  awe  upon  the  grand  scene  has  no  beauty  in  his 
soul.  A  sufficient  portion  of  the  cave  for  the  use  of  Masons  had  been  floored 
and  seated,  and  there  beneath  that  great  dome,  surrounded  by  such  glitter, 
such  beauty,  such  strength,  such  overwhelming  sense  of  location,  such 
nearness  and  such  a  dependence  upon  the  immediate  handiwork  of  the 
Supreme  Grand  High  Priest,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Arizona  was  called  to 
labor.’’ 
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In  his  address  the  Grand  High  Priest  says : 

“Blessed  art  Thou,  O  Lord,  our  God!  King  of  the  Universe,  who  has 
preserved  us  alive,  sustained  us,  and  brought  us  to  enjoy  this  season. 

“Looking  back  on  the  year  just  closed,  we  find  but  little  of  interest  to 
chronicle;  but  it  is  pleasing  to  know  that  peace  and  harmony  have  pre¬ 
vailed  within  our  borders,  and  that  our  relations  with  sister  Grand  Juris¬ 
dictions  have  been  most  friendly.” 

He  made  no  official  visitations  nor  did  he  deputize  any  one  to 
perform  that  duty  for  him. 

He  gives  in  detail  an  interesting  correspondence  had  with 
one  of  his  Chapters,  whose  officers  had  asked  him  to  make  a 
decision  and  ingenuously  stated  that  they  had  at  the  same  time 
asked  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  California  to  give  them  a  de¬ 
cision  on  the  same  question.  He  answered  their  question,  and 
then  aptly  says: 

“I  am  somewhat  surprised  at  that  part  of  your  letter  which  reads  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  ‘  I  was  instructed  by  Cochise  Chapter  to  write  to  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest  of  Arizona,  also  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  for  information,  whether  we  have  any  jurisdiction  in  the  matter,’ 
etc.  Will  you  kindly  tell  me  since  when  the  companions  of  Cochise 
Chapter  have  been  seeking  light  from  the  Grand  High  Priests  of  other  juris¬ 
dictions  ?  Since  when  have  the  Grand  High  Priests  of  Arizona  ceased  to 
be  able  to  bring  the  blind  by  the  way  they  know  not?  And  if  the  Grand 
High  Priest  of  California  decides  your  question  directly  opposite  to  what  I 
have,  what  are  you  going  to  do  about  it  ?  I  do  not  suppose  that  Cochise 
Chapter  intended  to  slight  me,  but  I  am  vexed  that  any  Chapter  in  our  juris¬ 
diction  should  make  such  a  blunder,  and  hope,  for  the  sake  of  my  suc¬ 
cessors,  it  will  not  again  be  done.  You  will  please  read  this  letter  in  open 
Chapter.” 

He  does  not  think  it  right  that  any  Chapter  should  apply  for 
decisions  to  any  other  than  its  own  Grand  High  Priest  or  Grand 
Chapter.  Our  knowledge  of  Masonic  jurisprudence  and  our 
belief  in  the  sovereignty  of  Grand  Bodies  lead  us  to  the  convic¬ 
tion  that  his  opinion  is  a  correct  one.  It  does  not  appear  that 
the  Grand  High  Priest  of  California  answered  the  Chapter, 
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and  we  will  credit  that  Companion  with  too  much  good  sense 
to  treat  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Arizona  so  discourteously. 

The  Financial  Report  shows  a  cash  balance  in  the  hands  of 
the  Grand  Treasurer  of  $612.75. 

A  warrant  was  granted  to  a  new  Chapter,  by  name  ‘  ‘  Land¬ 
mark,”  a  most  excellent  and  appropriate  name. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence. 

M.  E.  John  M.  Ormsby,  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  George  J.  Roskruge,  Grand  Secretary,  Tucson. 


ARKANSAS. 

The  Forty- Eighth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  Little 
Rock,  November  18,  1897.  M.  E.  George  P.  Taylor,  G.  H.  P., 
presided.  His  address  was  brief,  and  related  to  local  matters. 
He  closed  with  the  following  eulogium  on  Freemasonry : 

“  By  it  we  are  taught  to  cultivate  the  social  graces,  and  to  make  friends  of 
strangers  and  acquaintances  of  neighbors.  It  softens  our  natures  and  gives 
us  higher  conceptions  of  duties.  It  is  religious,  but  not  sectarian  ;  it  teaches 
us  temperance,  prudence  and  moderation  in  all  things.  It  shines  with 
brightness  at  the  hearthstone,  in  the  palace,  or  in  the  hovel.  It  blesses 
humanity  in  genial  mirth  and  human  sympathies.  ******** 

“  In  fact,  my  Companions,  it  is  a  perpetual  fountain  from  which  its  de-  * 
votees  may  drink  of  the  cup  of  love,  honor,  duty  and  remembrance.  It 
throws  around  our  loved  ones  the  strongest  arms  of  protection,  when  will¬ 
ing  hands  and  faculties  fail  us,  and  if  we  fail  in  getting  the  benefits  of 
Masonry  it  is  simply  our  fault  and  not  Masonry’s.” 

The  Committee  on  Charters  and  Dispensations  reported  in 
reference  to  a  dispensation  to  ballot  on  petitions  out  of  the  reg¬ 
ular  time  that  it  had  been  the  custom  to  grant  such,  and  for 
that  reason  they  approved  it,  but  recommended  that  such  dis¬ 
pensations  be  refused  in  the  future.  This .  report  and  recom¬ 
mendation  were  wisely  adopted. 
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The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Comp.  R.  J.  Laughlin. 
Under  Maine,  he  attributes  an  expression  of  the  writer’s  to 
Comp.  Africa,  and  then  says: 

“We  have  sometimes  thought  that  the  only  reason  why  Pennsylvania 
Masons  do  not  say  that  they  are  infallible  is  because  they  think  that  every¬ 
body  ought  to  know  it  without  their  saying  so  !” 

We  cannot  help  what  he  may  have  sometimes  thought.  The 
writer  made  his  statement  in  good  faith  and  with  sincerity. 
We  are  not  infallible  and  do  not  pretend  to  be,  and  we  do  not 
expect  others  to  think  we  are ;  nor  do  we  want  to  be,  for  then 
we  would  be  ready  for  translation.  We  cannot  make  this 
plainer,  and  we  hope  that  after  Comp.  Laughlin  has  read  it 
there  will  be  no  ambiguity  in  his  mind  as  to  what  we  think 
about  our  infallibility  or  what  we  desire  others  to  think  about  it. 

He  reviews  our  proceedings  of  1896.  He  speaks  of  the  death 
of  P.  G.  H.  P.  Nisbet,  who,  in  company  with  Grand  Master 
Eichbaum,  visited  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arkansas  on  the  occa¬ 
sion  of  its  fiftieth  anniversary,  and  also  attended  one  of  the 
meetings  of  their  Grand  Chapter. 

He  calls  our  Report  a  five-pointed  star,  which  he  read  with 
much  interest  chiefly  because  of  the  frequent  allusions  to,  and 
defense  of,  what  he  calls  our  peculiar  laws  and  customs.  Comp. 
Laughlin  has  his  own  peculiarities.  He  has  peculiar  ideas  as 
to  what  constitutes  a  Masonic  body,  and  thinks  Chapters  of  the 
Eastern  Star  should  be  recognized  as  such.  We  refrain  from 
comment,  but  would  like  to  know  what  he  would  recognize  next. 

Antonio  B.  Grace,  Grand  High  Priest. 

James  A.  Henry,  Little  Rock,  Grand  Secretary. 

CALIFORNIA. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Forty-Fourth  Annual  Convocation, 
held  at  San  Francisco,  April  20,  1898,  came  to  our  table  in  a 
pamphlet  well  printed,  on  good  paper,  and  with  a  neat  cover. 
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We  have  before  remarked  on  the  attractive  appearance  of  their 
publications  and  they  continue  to  deserve  it.  The  present 
volume  contains  a  portrait  of  Grand  High  Priest  W.  Frank 
Pierce.  It  is  a  kind  face  and  far  from  a  homely  one.  Comp. 
Pierce  looks  as  though  the  world  had  used  him  well,  and  as 
though  sleepless  nights  and  business  or  other  cares  had  not 
reduced  his  avoirdupois. 

His  address  is  not  lengthy  and  is  entirely  practical.  Only  a 
few  questions  were  submitted  for  his  decision,  and  as  similar 
ones  had  previously  been  decided  he,  in  each  case,  referred  the 
Chapter  making  inquiry  to  the  law.  This  we  believe  to  be  the 
only  proper  course  in  such  cases.  There  are  always  officers  to 
be  found  who  are  too  lazy  to  work  if  they  can  find  any  one 
willing  to  work  for  them.  They  would  rather  write  to  the 
Grand  High  Priest  for  a  decision  than  hunt  it  up  for  themselves. 
Quoting  it  only  encourages  them  in  the  practice,  whereas,  if 
they  are  told  where  to  find  what  they  want,  it  is  a  hint  to  them 
to  be  self-reliant. 

Under  the  escort  of  California  Commandery,  No.  1,  K.  T., 
and  Eureka  Commandery,  No.  35,  K.  T.,  the  Grand  Officers 
proceeded  to  Ferndale,  where  they  constituted  and  dedicated 
Ferndale  Chapter,  No.  78.  With  all  due  respect  we  question 
the  propriety  of  this.  When  a  Grand  Chapter  proceeds  to  dis¬ 
charge  any  of  the  functions  and  exercise  any  of  the  preroga¬ 
tives  which  properly  belong  to  it,  it  should  not  need  an  escort, 
which  is  a  quasi  acknowledgement  that  it  is  not  able  to  take 
care  of  itself. 

He  visited  many  Chapters  and  received  courteous  invitations 
from  others  that  he  was  not  able  to  accept.  Owing  to  the 
extent  of  the  jurisdiction  it  is  impossible  for  one  officer  to  visit 
all,  and  he  recommended  that  a  plan  be  formulated  to  divide 
the  jurisdiction  into  districts  and  have  each  placed  under  the 
charge  of  a  competent  officer.  The  Committee  on  Jurispru¬ 
dence,  to  whom  this  recommendation  was  referred,  concurred 
in  it,  and  on  their  recommendation  the  matter  was  referred 
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to  a  special  committee  of  three  to  report  at  the  next  Convo¬ 
cation. 

We  are  confident  they  will  not  be  disappointed  if  the  pro¬ 
posed  plan  is  adopted.  We  have  used  it  for  many  years  in 
Pennsylvania  with  the  best  results.  It  is  the  only  way  in  which 
all  the  Chapters  in  a  large  jurisdiction  can  be  brought  under 
personal  supervision.  The  good  that  may  be  accomplished  is 
only  measured  by  the  ability  of  the  supervising  officer,  in 
whose  selection  great  care  should  be  exercised. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  recommended  that  the  sum  of 
$5  ,000  be  donated  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Masonic 
Widows’  and  Orphans’  Home  of  California,  and  that  the  Grand 
High  Priest  and  Grand  Treasurer  be  authorized  and  instructed 
to  hypothecate  so  many  of  the  securities  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  said  amount.  The  above  was 
unanimously  adopted,  proving  that  our  companions  of  California 
are  determined  to  support  this  deserving  institution  at  any  cost. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported,  among  other 
things,  that  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  they  found  many 
imperfections,  incongruities  and  defects  in  the  Constitution, 
which  in  their  judgment  could  only  be  rectified  by  a  complete 
revision  of  that  instrument,  and  offered  a  recommendation  that 
a  committee  of'  five  be  appointed  to  revise  it ;  which  report  was 
concurred  in  and  the  recommendation  adopted 

Comp.  Wm.  A.  Davies  again  presents  the  Report  on  Corres¬ 
pondence.  It  is  a  very  complete  and  readable  review  of 
fifty-one  Grand  Chapters.  Pennsylvania  receives  a  fraternal 
notice  of  between  three  and  four  pages.  We  are  pleased  to 
learn  that  our  surmise  that  Masonic  bodies  in  California  are 
incorporated  is  incorrect,  that  they  have  the  same  opinions  on 
the  subject  that  we  have,  and  that  whenever  it  has  been  sug¬ 
gested  it  has  been  successfully  resisted.  It  gives  us  great 
pleasure  to  make  this  statement,  for  we  believed  we  had  good 
ground  for  the  inference  that  the  contrary  was  the  case  and  are 
glad  to  find  ourselves  mistaken. 
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Our  remarks  grew  out  of  the  Powell  S.  Lawson  case,  which 
appeared  in  a  former  copy  of  California’s  Proceedings,  and 
which  may  be  briefly  re-stated  as  follows:  Lawson  was  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason,  a  member  of  a  Chapter  at  Sacramento.  He 
affiliated  with  the  Cerneau  bodies  which  the  Grand  Chapter  had 
pronounced  clandestine,  and  upon  his  refusal  to  renounce  his 
allegiance  to  said  bodies  charges  were  preferred  against  him. 
The  trial  was  stayed  by  an  injunction,  which  he  procured  from 
the  courts.  It  was  afterwards  removed  and  he  was  tried  and 
expelled,  as  he  ought  to  have  been.  The  opinion  of  the  court 
is  given  at  length  in  the  volume  under  review,  and  is  a  masterly 
and  exhaustive  document,  but  as  it  deals  exclusively  with  the 
legal  aspect  of  the  case,  and  not  on  the  relation  of  injunctions 
to  Freemasonry  it  would  not  serve  our  purpose  to  reproduce  it 
here.  One  expression  of  the  learned  judge,  however,  we  must 
quote.  He  says: 

“Whether  it  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Order  that  its  members  shall 
not  belong  to  any  other  orders  than  those  named  in  the  resolution  adopted 
by  the  Grand  Chapter,  or  whether  membership  in  the  Ancient  and  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite  of  the  United  States  Jurisdiction  is  contrary  to  the  best  inter¬ 
ests  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  are  questions  pertaining  solely  to  the  internal 
economy  of  the  Order,  and  are  purely  of  Masonic  cognizance.  Courts  have 
no  standard  by  which  to  determine  the  propriety  of  the  rule,  and  are  not 
competent  to  exercise  any  function  in  the  matter.” 

So  ends  the  case.  Mr.  Lawson  has  discovered  that  there  are 
cases  in  which  the  courts  cannot  interfere,  and  we  have  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  California  is 
not  incorporated. 

In  the  conclusion  of  his  report  Companion  Davies  takes  a 
most  cheerful  view  of  the  condition  and  future  prospects  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  America,  and  pays  a  feeling  tribute  to 
the  dead  of  their  own  and  other  jurisdictions. 

Eli  Tucker  Blackmer,  San  Diego,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell,  San  Francisco,  Grand  Secretary . 
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CANADA. 


The  Fortieth  Annual  Communication  was  held  at  Toronto, 
January  26,  1898.  M.  E.  Comp.  M.  Walsh,  Grand  Z.,  delivered 
an  address.  He  made  a  number  of  visitations,  and  in  that,  as 
as  well  as  in  other  respects,  seems  to  have  discharged  his  duties 
conscientiously  and  faithfully.  The  Committee  on  Grand  Z.  ‘s 
address  closes  its  report  with  the  following : 


“  The  Committee,  in  conclusion,  are  glad  to  learn  from  sources  altogether 
outside  of  the  Grand  Z.’s  address,  that,  during  his  term  of  office,  a  number 
of  difficulties  have  been  removed  by  his  prudent  care  and  counsel,  that 
quite  a  few  weak  Chapters  have  been  strengthened  and  encouraged  by 
his  valued  presence  and  good  advice;  that  he  has  formed  and  maintained 
new  friendships,  at  the  same  time  losing  none  of  the  old,  and  that  in  every 
sense  and  in  every  way  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  his  high  office  with 
entire  satisfaction  to  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  within  his  jurisdiction.” 


The  seventeen  District  Superintendents  made  extended 
reports  of  their  official  doings,  the  sum  and  substance  thereof 
being  summarized  by  the  Committee  on  Condition  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  the  opening  lines  of  their  report  as  follows: 


“  After  a  careful  review  of  the  reports  submitted  by  the  seventeen  Super¬ 
intendents  appointed  to  inspect,  during  the  twelve  months  past,  the  several 
districts  comprised  within  this  jurisdiction,  your  Committee  is  confidently 
able  to  state  that  Capitular  Masonry  has  more  than  held  its  own.  That  the 
Royal  Craft,  under  adverse  circumstances,  maintains  its  strength  is  a  matter 
for  congratulation  ;  that  it  has  made  the  progress  that  it  has,  is  an  indication 
of  a  better  future.” 


The  financial  condition  is  first  class;  assets  of  $20,550.30 
over  all  liabilities. 

Comp.  George  J.  Bennett  presents  another  of  his  very  excel¬ 
lent  Reports  on  Correspondence.  In  his  introduction,  after 
enumerating  the  subjects  which  are  the  cause  of  fraternal 
dispute  among  reviewers,  he  says : 

“  But  standing  out  prominently  from  everything  else  are  the  almost 
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unbroken  harmony  and  steady  progress  that  characterize  the  Royal  Craft 
everywhere,  despite  frequent  periods  of  gloom  and  depression  and  the  ever¬ 
present  working  of  adverse  influences.  May  the  Great  Omnipotent  regard 
with  divine  favor  the  labors  of  the  Companions  of  the  Royal  Arch  con¬ 
ducted  in  His  Holy  Name,  and  may  the  good  work  proceed  until  in  the 
fullness  of  time  the  disturbing  contentions  of  aspiring  rulers  and  nations 
shall  yield  to  the  peaceful  cementing  influence  of  a  universal  brotherhood.” 

Companion  Bennett  wields  a  facile  pen  and  points  his  com¬ 
ments  with  apt  poetical  quotations.  He  leans  toward  inde¬ 
pendent  membership,  in  which  we  must  take  issue  with  him. 
He  can  be  sarcastic  when  necessary,  as  he  is  in  review  of 
Missouri,  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  which  described  his  visit  to 
a  Chapter  where  he  installed  the  officers,  and  the  same  evening 
witnessed  the  installation  by  the  Grand  Matron  of  the  officers 
of  a  Chapter  of  the  Eastern  Star  with  an  impressive  dignity 
and  grace  which  made  the  preceding  ceremony  “commonplace 
and  tame  ”  in  comparison.  Companion  Bennett  relieves  himself 
as  follows: 

“  Why  not  get  the  ‘  smiling  sisters  ’  to  do  the  installing  for  the  poor  ‘  low 
estate  ’  Companions  in  future  and  thus  rise  above  the  ‘  commonplace  and 
tame  ?’  It  is  really  sad  to  reflect  that  the  Royal  Arch  ceremony  should  be 
retained  in  the  old  rut  when  so  much  ‘  impressive  grace  and  dignity  ’  can 
be  had  for  the  asking.” 

He  gives  a  fraternal  review  of  Pennsylvania,  agreeing  with 
Companion  Africa  in  his  strictures  on  the  use  of  the  word 
“Order.”  He  says  there  is  no  more  offensive  and  repulsive 
phrase  and  that  it  should  be  turned  out. 

M.  E.  Comp.  M.  Walsh,  Grand  Z. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Thos.  Sargant,  Toronto,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

CONNECTICUT. 

A  Special  Convocation  was  held  at  West  Haven  July  8,  1897, 
when  Joseph  Andrews  Chapter,  No.  46,  was  constituted  and 
its  officers  installed. 
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The  Convocation  of  special  interest  was  the  one  of  May  10, 
1898,  which  was  not  only  the  regular  Annual  Convocation,  but 
was  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  formation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter,  preparations  to  celebrate  which  began  two 
years  ago. 

M.  E.  Comp.  I.  F.  Stidham,  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his 
address  stated  that  in  order  to  meet  the  expressed  wish  of  a 
large  number  of  Companions  that  the  centennial  exercises 
occupy  only  one  day,  he  promised  the  Committee  to  make  his 
address  as  brief  as  possible,  and  offered  that  explanation  for 
what  might  seem  too  slight  an  allusion  to  the  centennial  as 
well  as  to  his  official  acts. 

He  states  that  a  request  to  Pennsylvania  fQr  release  of  juris¬ 
diction  was  refused  on  the  ground  of  physical  disability;  and 
goes  on  to  say  that  a  personal  conversation  with  our  Most 
Eminent  [sic']  Grand  High  Priest  disclosed  a  ruling  which 
would  not  obtain  in  Connecticut,  or  a  large  number  of  other 
jurisdictions. 

We  are  not  familiar  with  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  but 
it  is  evident  that  the  applicant  was  not  one  who  could  be  made 
a  Royal  Arch  Mason  under  our  laws.  We  ask  Companion  S. 
if  it  would  be  consistent  for  us  to  allow  another  jurisdiction  to 
confer  the  degrees  upon  those  we  would  not  accept  ourselves  ?* 
The  applicant  may  have  been  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania  who 
applied  in  Connecticut  because  he  knew  it  would  be  useless  to 
apply  at  home.  If  so,  would  it  be  pleasant  for  us  to  see  dwell¬ 
ing  among  us  a  Companion  whose  making  was  abhorrent  to  our 
ideas  of  what  was  proper,  and  to  have  the  consciousness  that 
his  making  was  through  our  own  connivance  ?  Companions  must 
learn  that  the  law  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  as 
embodied  in  its  Constitution,  applies  to  residents  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  wherever  they  may  be,  and  temporary  residence  within 
the  boundaries  of  another  state  does  not  exempt  them  from  its 
restrictions.  Release  of  jurisdiction  is  never  refused  by  us 
when  it  can  properly  be  granted,  or  from  a  selfish  desire  to  keep 
our  material  at  home. 
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Owing  to  professional  engagements  he  was  not  able  to  visit 
all  the  Chapters  assigned  to  him. 

The  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  King  presented 
reports  of  visits  made.  The  latter  did  not  visit  two  of  his 
Chapters  because  they  had  no  work.  We  believe  there  are 
frequent  opportunities  to  correct  errors  other  than  those  which 
may  be  detected  in  the  work.  The  opening  and  closing  cere¬ 
monies,  method  of  recording  the  minutes,  and  of  conducting 
the  business,  are  all  of  importance  and  are  liable  to  need  criti¬ 
cism.  The  conferring  of  degrees  does  not  comprise  all  the 
work  a  Chapter  has  to  do. 

The  Grand  Scribe  visited  two  Chapters  and  would  have 
visited  more  but  they  did  not  invite  him.  Evidently  they  did 
not  want  him. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  John  H.  Barlow  writes  the  Report 
on  Correspondence,  which  he  says  is  his  twenty-first,  making 
him  “of  age”  with  Companions  Drummond,  Pillans  and 
Schultz.  He  gives  Pennsylvania  two  pages,  largely  made  up 
of  quotations  from  our  own  Report,  which  he  gives  without 
comment. 

The  proceedings  anent  the  centennial  exercises  close  the 
volume.  After  the  invocation,  which  was  by  Rev.  Cornelius 
G.  Bristol,  the  introductory  address  was  by  Rev.  Joseph  Ander¬ 
son,  D.D.  It  is  an  exhaustive  and  interesting  paper  and  must 
be  of  special  interest  to  our  Companions  of  Connecticut,  trac¬ 
ing  as  it  does  the  history  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  there  from 
the  earliest  beginning.  The  formation  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter,  in  which  Connecticut  took  so  prominent  a  part,  is 
related. 

The  blight  which  fell  upon  Freemasonry  in  consequence  of 
the  disappearance  of  William  Morgan  was  severely  felt.  In 
1828,  the  second  year  of  the  agitation,  the  exaltations  dropped 
from  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  to  eighty.  In  1829  this 
number  was  further  reduced  to  twenty- two,  and  in  1830  there 
were  none.  In  1831  there  were  seventeen,  and  for  the  following 
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five  years  about  five  a  year.  Not  only  was  there  stagnation  in 
most  of  the  Chapters,  but  there  was  decay  and  death  in  some  of 
them.  In  the  second  half  of  their  centennial  period  the  tide 
turned.  In  1847  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
reported  not  only  a  favorable  condition  of  Masonic  affairs  in 
general  but  special  prosperity  in  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  the 
report  of  1848  was  even  more  favorable.  At  the  Convocation 
of  1851  the  Grand  High  Priest  reported  that  “the  beautiful 
tree  of  Masonry  was  again  budding  forth,  giving  promise  of 
abundant  fruit.”  The  improvement  continued,  and  in  1857  it 
was  stated  that  “if  we  have  aught  to  fear,  it  is  from  our 
unparalleled  prosperity  and  the  rapidity  with  which  our  ranks 
are  being  filled.”  The  prosperity  which  had  returned  came 
to  stay,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut  continues  to  be 
prominent  and  influential  in  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

The  Philosophy  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  was  discoursed  upon 
by  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Luke  A.  Lockwood. 

The  ceremonies  closed  with  a  banquet,  supplemented  by  the. 
usual  toasts. 

Harvey  S.  Abel,  Grand  High  Priest. 

James  McCormick,  Hartford,  Grand  Secretary. 


DELAWARE. 

The  Grand  Chapter  met  at  Wilmington  January  19,  1898. 
M.  E.  Virginius  V.  Harrison,  G.  H.  P.,  presided. 

In  his  address  he  said  that,  taking  a  mental  review  of  the  past 
year,  he  cannot  express  that  satisfaction  in  its  record  that  he 
would  like  to.  The  Craft  did  not  prosper  as  it  probably  would 
have  done  if  business  had  been  better.  They  made  some  pro¬ 
gress,  and  he  hoped  that  those  added  will  prove  to  be  of  such 
material  as  is  needed  for  the  building  of  the  Temple.  The  net 
increase  is  twenty-three. 

He  said  that  the  year  was  one  of  official  idleness  to  him. 


84 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1898. 


No  disputes  or  contentions  arose  to  mar  the  reign  of  the  King 
of  Peace. 

Speaking  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
he  says,  it  was  his  pleasure  to  meet  and  receive  the  fraternal 
greetings  of  many  Companions  of  national  reputation,  whom  he 
had  known  for  years  through  the  medium  of  the  correspond¬ 
ence  reports.  He  thinks  if  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
accomplishes  nothing  else,  it  is  worth  all  it  costs  in  bringing 
about  this  social  reunion  once  in  three  years,  and  he  hopes  to 
be  present  at  the  meeting  in  Cincinnati  in  1900. 

He  believes  that  a  probationary  period  of  six  months  should 
intervene  between  the  reception  of  the  Master’s  degree  and 
the  application  to  the  Chapter.  That  is  the  law  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Companion  Harrison  again  presents  the  Report  on  Corres¬ 
pondence.  In  his  review  of  Pennsylvania  he  quotes  a  case 
where  a  petition  was  presented  by  a  Chapter  asking  the  Grand 
Chapter  to  remove  a  sentence  of  expulsion  which  they  had 
inflicted,  and  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  Chapter  expelling 
was  the  proper  and  only  tribunal  to  act  upon  his  restoration. 
A  Companion  who  has  been  expelled  or  suspended  by  one  of 
our  Chapters  for  any  other  cause  than  non-payment  of  dues 
can  only  be  restored  to  good  Masonic  standing  by  the  Grand 
Chapter,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Chapter  inflicting 
the  penalty,  so  that,  after  all,  the  latter  is  the  tribunal  which 
•effects  his  restoration.  This  action  does  not  restore  to  mem¬ 
bership,  for  which  he  must  apply  in  regular  form. 

He  says  two  other  petitions  puzzle  him,  viz.  :  Permission  to 
receive  and  act  upon  petitions  of  brethren  who  had  been 
rejected  in  other  Chapters,  which  were  granted  under  the 
usual  restrictions,  and  wonders  what  the  restrictions  are, 
hoping  the  writer  may  be  able  to  inform  him.  To  give  him  an 
intelligent  answer  we  cannot  do  better  than  quote  from  our 
Constitution. 
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ARTICLE  XVII. 

“  Section  9.  When  a  petition  for  the  degrees  and  membership  is 
received  by  a  Chapter  other  than  that  which  is  nearest  to  the  place  of  resi¬ 
dence  of  the  petitioner,  the  Chapter  receiving  such  petition  shall,  under  its 
seal,  inquire  of  a  Chapter  within  this  jurisdiction,  nearest  the  place  of  resi¬ 
dence  of  the  petitioner,  if  it  has  any  Masonic  objection  to  the  Chapter  to 
which  the  petition  is  addressed  acting  thereon.  The  inquiry  shall  be 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Chapter,  and  shall  contain  the  full  name, 
age,  occupation,  and  residence  of  the  petitioner.  The  Chapter  so  inquired 
of  shall  cause  said  inquiry  to  be  read  at  the  next  stated  meeting  after  the 
same  was  received.  The  notices  for  the  meeting  of  the  Chapter  inquired  of 
shall  state  that  ‘A  ballot  will  be  had  on  the  inquiry  if  there  is  any  Masonic 

objection  to -  Chapter,  No.  — ,  acting  on  the  petition  of - ,  for 

degrees  and  membership  five  black  balls  shall  establish  the  existence  of 
such  objection.  The  result  of  the  ballot  shall  be  certified  by  the  Secretary, 
under  the  seal  of  the  Chapter,  to  the  Chapter  making  the  inquiry  and  to  the 
Grand  Secretary. 

“  Section  10.  The  Chapter  receiving  the  petition  shall  not  act  thereon 
until  it  has  received  notice  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Chapter  inquired  of, 
that  said  inquiry  has  been  received  and  that  the  same  will  be  acted  upon  at  its 
next  or  second  stated  meeting  thereafter,  giving  the  date  of  the  meeting ;  if, 
after  that  meeting,  more  than  two  weeks  shall  have  elapsed  and  the  High  Priest 
of  the  Chapter  inquired  of  does  not  cause  the  action  of  his  Chapter  to  be 
made  known  to  the  Chapter  inquiring,  by  addressing  a  reply  to  the  High 
Priest  or  Secretary  thereof,  and  sending  it  by  a  suitable  conveyance,  either 
through  the  post  office  or  by  the  hand  of  a  Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason, 
who  shall  be  informed  of  the  character  of  the  reply  he  is  entrusted  to 
deliver,  the  Chapter  receiving  the  petition  may  at  its  next  stated  meeting, 
after  the  expiration  of  said  two  weeks,  proceed  to  act  upon  the  petition.  A 
full  record  of  these  proceedings  shall  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  each 
Chapter,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Chapter  inquired  of  shall  communicate 
the  inquiry  to  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  the  proceedings  of  his  Chapter 
thereon.” 

“  Section  21.  If  a  petitioner  for  the  degrees  and  membership,  who  has 
been  rejected,  applies  to  a  Chapter  other  than  the  one  in  which  he  was 
rejected,  stating  that  he  was  informed  of  such  rejection,  the  Chapter  receiv¬ 
ing  such  petition  shall,  under  its  seal,  inquire  of  such  rejecting  Chapter  if  it 
has  any  objection  to  the  Chapter  to  which  the  petition  is  addressed  acting 
thereon.  The  inquiry  shall  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  rejecting 
Chapter,  and  the  same  procedure  shall  be  had  thereon  as  is  prescribed  in 
Sections  9  and  19  of  this  Article.” 
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Those  are  the  restrictions,  and  he  will  see  that  the  consent  of 
the  rejecting  Chapter  is  as  necessary  in  Pennsylvania  as  it  is 
elsewhere. 

He  says  Companion  Bartlett  favors  Grand  Representatives 
and  appointed  and  received  them,  thus  breaking  through  the 
rigid  lines  drawn  by  his  predecessor.  Companion  Harrison  is 
mistaken  and  has  confounded  our  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand 
Chapter.  The  former  abolished  the  system  a  few  years  ago 
and  has  not  revived  it.  Our  Grand  Chapter  has  observed 
the  custom  for  many  years  without  intermission. 

.  He  is  opposed,  as  we  are,  to  the  incorporation  of  Masonic 
bodies,  and  cites  our  Grand  Lodge  as  an  instance  where  large 
property  interests  can  be  safely  controlled  by  trustees  without 
the  aid  of  courts  or  charters  of  incorporation. 

Lewis  W.  Flinn,  Grand  High  Priest. 

James  H.  Price,  Wilmington,  Grand  Secretary. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

A  Special  Convocation  was  held  March  26,  1897,  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  the  funeral  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
Robert  Ball. 

Another  September  14,  1897,  when  the  principal  business 
transacted  was  the  adoption  of  a  report  offered  that  10,000 
square  feet  of  ground  be  purchased  and  a  Masonic  temple 
erected  thereon,  at  a  cost  for  ground  and  building  of  not  more 
than  $500,000,  and  that  the  Grand  Chapter  subscribe  for  $500 
worth  of  the  stock.  The  plan  is  that  the  proposed  temple  shall 
be  built  and  occupied  by  all  the  Masonic  bodies  of  the  District. 
The  Grand  Chapter  appropriated  $500  to  defray  the  expense  of 
entertaining  the  officers  and  members  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  and  the  ladies  accompanying  them,  in  Washington  on 
the  day  following  the  closing  session  of  the  Triennial  Convoca¬ 
tion  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  during  the  following  October. 
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A  third  Special  Convocation  was  held  November  6,  to  con¬ 
stitute  Capitol  R.  A.  Chapter,  No.  11,  which  was  done  and  its 
officers  duly  installed. 

The  Annual  Convocation  was  held  December  8,  1897.  At 
this  Convocation,  as  well  as  at  the  specials  noted,  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  Comp.  Charles  H.  Smith,  presided.  In  his  address  he 
gives  some  account  of  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
and  further  on  in  the  volume  follows  with  a  paper  giving  its 
history.  It  was  organized  May  23,  1867,  at  a  time  full  of  dis¬ 
cord  both  within  and  without  the  Royal  Craft.  The  first 
Grand  High  Priest  was  Comp.  J.  E.  F.  Colmead,  and  the 
constituency  consisted  of  five  Chapters,  which  had  heretofore 
held  warrants  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

He  recommended  that  the  Grand  Chapter  meet  semi-annually 
and  that  the  first  Convocation,  which  shall  assemble  in  May  of 
each  year,  shall,  in  addition  to  transacting  all  necessary  busi¬ 
ness,  devote  a  portion  of  the  session  to  exemplification  of  the 
wmrk. 

He  also  recommended  that  a  fitting  testimonial  be  presented 
to  the  Grand  Treasurer,  who,  for  seventeen  years,  has  collected 
and  disbursed  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Chapter  without  compen¬ 
sation,  and  during  that  time  was  absent  from  his  station  but 
four  times.  Also,  that  similar  action  be  taken  to  procure  and 
present  to  the  Grand  Sentinel  a  token  of  their  appreciation  of 
his  long  and  faithful  service  of  thirty  years  at  a  small  salary. 

The  visit  of  the  officers  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  was  a 
most  pleasant  occasion  and  is  thus  described : 

“  The  closing  session  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  was  held  at  Baltimore 
on  Friday,  October  15th,  and  on  Saturday  morning,  the  16th,  about  one 
hundred  of  its  members,  representing  nearly  every  Grand  Chapter  in  the 
United  States,  and  accompanied  by  a  number  of  ladies,  assembled  in  the 
rotunda  of  the  Capitol,  where  they  were  met  by  the  Committee  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  other  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 
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The  day  was  bright  and  clear  and  the  following  programme  was  successfully 
carried  out : 

“  First,  an  inspection  of  the  Capitol  and  Congressional  Library  ;  thence 
by  carriages  to  the  Executive  Mansion,  where  each  one  was  presented  to 
and  cordially  greeted  by  our  illustrious  Companion  William  McKinley,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  ;  thence  to  the  National  Rifles’  Armory  for 
luncheon.  After  luncheon  a  carriage  drive  of  about  three  hours  was  taken 
in  and  about  the  city ;  the  Fish  Commission,  the  Corcoran  Art  Gallery  and 
the  Soldiers’  Home  were  visited,  returning  to  the  Armory,  where  dinner  was 
served  at  five  o’clock. 

“We  are  sure  that  nothing  was  left  undone  to  forward  the  comfort  and 
pleasure  of  the  distinguished  visitors,  and  that  the  latter  fully  appreciated 
the  efforts  made  in  their  behalf  and  the  many  interesting  things  they  were 
permitted  to  see.” 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  written  by  Com¬ 
panion  William  R.  Singleton,  and  embraces  forty-six  Grand 
Chapters. 

He  still  clings  to  the  heterodox  opinion  that  the  actual  pres¬ 
ence  of  the  charter,  or  warrant,  as  it  is  more  properly  called,  is 
not  necessary  when  the  Chapter  is  open,  and  seems  to  think  he 
fortifies  himself  in  the  following  question,  which  he  propounds 
with  great  gusto : 

“  When  a  Lodge  goes  to  a  funeral,  lays  cornerstones,  dedicates  Masonic 
halls,  or  performs  any  other  public  Masonic  ceremonial,  does  the  charter 
accompany  the  great  lights,  or  does  it  remain  in  the  hall  ?” 

The  above  knock-down  argument  is  fired  at  the  whole 
Masonic  fraternity,  Pennsylvania  among  the  rest.  Well,  now, 
Companion  Singleton,  it  is  this  way  with  us:  Our  Lodges  never 
appear  in  public  as  such.  When  required  to  perform  such 
duties  as  you  have  mentioned,  they  do  so  simply  as  a  body  of 
Masons  engaged  in  a  public  Masonic  ceremony.  No  Lodge  is 
opened ;  consequently  no  warrant  or  great  lights  are  displayed. 
Even  if  a  Lodge  was  opened,  it  would  be  called  off  before  it 
left  its  apartments  for  the  street,  so  that  in  any  case  no  warrant 
or  great  lights  would  be  used. 

Ever  since  warrants  were  first  granted,  which  was  about 
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1717,  it  has  been  an  unwritten  law  that  they  must  be  openly 
displayed  in  the  body  to  which  they  give  life  and  authority. 
This  law,  or  custom,  if  you  prefer  to  call  it  so,  we  believe  to  be 
universal.  It  is  sustained  by  our  ablest  and  wisest  Masonic 
jurists,  and  no  one  of  equal  ability  has  yet  expressed  a  con¬ 
trary  opinion.  It  is  no  inconvenience  to  keep  the  warrant  dis¬ 
played,  and  we  never  knew  of  an  officer  who  objected  to  it,  and 
we  think  all  this  talk  is  a  great  commotion  about  nothing.  We 
will  waste  no  more  time  discussing  this  well-settled  question. 

Pennsylvania  for  1896  is  reviewed.  He  endorses  Companion 
Bartlett’s  opinion  on  the  Grand  Representative  system. 

M.  E.  James  F.  R.  Appleby,  Grand  High^  Priest. 

R.  E.  Arvine  W.  Johnston,  Grand  Secretary . 


ENGLAND. 

We  have  received  Proceedings  of  Quarterly  Communications 
held  at  Freemasons’  Hall,  London,  November  3,  1897,  and 
Februar)^  2  and  May  4,  1898. 

H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  declared  Grand  Z.  He 
was  not  present  at  any  of  the  meetings. 

The  Proceedings  are  evidently  reported  by  a  stenographer, 
as  every  remark  made  by  any  of  the  members  is  printed  at 
length,  and  we  are  obliged  to  say  that  many  of  them  we  do  not 
think  worth  preserving. 

We  find  nothing  in  these  pamphlets  that  would  interest  our 
readers.  There  is  no  address  by  the  presiding  officer,  or  report 
on  correspondence.  It  is  merely  a  record  of  those  who  were 
present,  an  itemized  report  of  receipts  and  expenditures  and  a 
list  of  Chapters  established,  removed  and  discontinued.  All 
this  doubtless  is  interesting  to  our  Companions  of  England. 
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Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  of  England  and 
Wales,  and  the  Colonies  and  Dependencies  of  the 
British  Crown. 

The  pamphlet  before  us  contains  proceedings  of  Quarterly 
Communications  held  at  Mark  Masters’  Hall,  London,  August 
31  and  November  30,  1897,  and  March  1  and  May  31,  1898. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  was  Grand  Master,  but  was  not  present. 

The  Proceedings,  as  those  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  are  re¬ 
ported  verbatim  and  at  length,  and  we  might  make  the  same 
criticism  concerning  them.  No  address  and  no  reports  of  in¬ 
terest  to  us. 

Brother  Hughes-Hallett  spoke  in  complimentary  terms  of 
Brother  the  Earl  Amherst  and  presented  his  portrait,  which 
the  Grand  Lodge  accepted. 

Brother  Thomas  Lyon  nominated  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of 
Wales  for  re-election  as  Grand  Master,  and  he  was  subsequently 
re-elected.  To  give  plain  republicans  an  idea  of  the  titles  this 
distinguished  Brother  is  obliged  to  stagger  under  we  will  men¬ 
tion  that 

“  The  Most  High,  Puissant,  and  Most  Illustrious  Prince  Albert  Edward, 
Prince  of  Wales,  Duke  of  Saxony,  Duke  of  Cornwall  and  Rothesay,  Earl 
of  Chester,  Carrick  and  Dublin,  Baron  of  Renfrew  and  Lord  of  the  Isles, 
Great  Steward  of  Scotland,  Knight  of  the  Most  Noble  Order  of  the  Garter, 
Knight  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Most  Noble  Order  of  the  Thistle,  Great 
Master  and  First  and  Principal  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Honourable 
Order  of  the  Bath,  Knight  of  the  Most  Illustrious  Order  of  St.  Patrick,  Knight 
Grand  Commander  of  the  Most  Exalted  Order  of  the  Star  of  India,  Knight 
Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Distinguished  Order  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  George, 
Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Royal  Victorian  Order,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  was 
proclaimed  duly  elected  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master 
Masons  of  England  and  Wales,  and  the  Colonies  and  Dependencies  of  the 
British  Crown.” 

We  wonder  if  he  can  remember  them  all. 

The  remainder  of  the  volume  is  occupied  with  statistics. 

H.  R.  H.  Albert  Edward,  Prince  of  Wales,  Grand  Master . 
R.  W.,  C.  F.  Matier,  Grand  Secretary. 


1898.] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


91 


The  writer  regrets  to  be  obliged  to  close  his  report  without 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Colorado,  which  he 
has  not  received.  „  M.  H.  H. 


FLORIDA. 

The  Fifty- Second  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  of  the  State  of  Florida,  was  opened  in  Masonic 
Temple,  in  the  city  of  Jacksonville,  at  10  o’clock  a.m.,  on  Tues¬ 
day,  May  10th,  A.  D.,  1898,  A.  I.,  2428.  The  Grand  High 
Priest  Warren  Tyler  delivered  the  annual  address.  This  gives 
a  comprehensive  resume .  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  the  State  of 
Florida.  Speaking  of  his  dispensations  he  issues,  among 
others,  one  to  ballot  upon  the  petition  of  a  well-known  Master 
Mason,  at  a  special  convocation  on  that  date,  in  order  to  com¬ 
plete  a  team  for  the  exemplication  of  work  on  the  occasion  of 
a  visitation  of  Grand  Officers,  his  petition  having  been  acci¬ 
dentally  delayed  at  a  previous  regular  Convocation. 

We  quote,  simpl5T  to  protest  against  the  use  of  word  team. 
Along  with  another  of  the  correspondence  guild,  we  exclaim — 
where  did  this  word  team ,  as  used  in  this  context,  come  from 
anyway  ?  Wouldn’t  “  tandem  ”  be  more  appropriate  ? 

Later  on,  speaking  of  the  Committee  on  Work,  he  says: 

“  The  interest  manifested  by  the  Companions  in  endeavoring  to  obtain 
the  standard  work  is  very  pleasing  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  greatly  aug¬ 
mented  ’during  this  Convocation.  This  enables  us  to  look  forward  with 
confidence  to  the  near  future  when  Rituals  in  any  form  will  be  more  con¬ 
spicuous  by  their  absence  in  many  of  our  Chapters  than  at  present.  Beyond 
a  certain  point,  Rituals  are  a  hindrance  rather  than  a  help,  and  too  often 
the  possession  of  one  is  a  serious  temptation  to  use  it  rather  than  exert  one’s- 
self  to  memorize  the  work  and  be  independent  of  the  Ritual.” 

This  meets  our  hearty  approval. 

In  speaking  of  “  Marks  ”  he  tells  us  that  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Kentucky  requires  that  the  “Mark”  be  recorded  before 
advancement  and  that : 

“  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas  requires  a  candidate  to  select  and  record 
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his  Mark  within  twelve  months  after  his  advancement,  or  be  deemed  guilty 
of  a  Masonic  offense. 

“  Last  year  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio  adopted  the  following  resolution  : 
‘  That  it  is  the  duty  of  each  Chapter  to  maintain  a  suitable  Mark  Book, 
and  insist  upon  every  candidate,  upon  advancement,  and  so  far  as  may  be 
practicable,  every  member  now  on  the  rolls  of  said  Chapter,  selecting  and 
recording  a  suitable  Mark  therein.’  ” 

Our  law  is  that  a  “Mark”  must  be  adopted  within  four 
months. 

The  Grand  Secretary  complains  of  the  delay  in  making 
returns,  and  thinks  the  old  adage  is  reversed  to  read : 

“  Never  do  to-day  what  can  be  put  off  until  to-morrow.” 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  however,  gives  us 
the  law: 

“Regulation  No.  36  (see  Proceedings  of  1895),  as  follows:  ‘Annual 
returns  of  Chapters  are  required  to  be  prepared  immediately  after  the  close 
of  each  Masonic  year,  and  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Secretary  on  or  before 
the  1  st  of  January  thereafter;  annual  dues  should  also  be  forwarded  at  the 
same  time.’  ” 

Which  seems  to  cover  the  case  and  only  requires  enforce¬ 
ment. 

There  is  no  report  on  foreign  correspondence. 

Wilber  P.  Webster,  Grand  High  Priest. 

William  A.  McLean,  Grand  Secretary. 


GEORGIA. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
for  the  State  of  Georgia,  met  in  the  Seventy-Sixth  Annual  Con¬ 
vocation,  in  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  City  of  Macon,  at  10 
o’clock  a.m. ,  Wednesday,  April  27th,  A. D.  1898,  A. I.  2428. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Charles 
Wessolowsky,  delivered  the  annual  address.  It  covers  fully  all 
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the  detail  usual  in  such  papers,  expressed  eloquently  and 
fluently.  Of  the  condition  of  the  Craft,  he  says: 

“Owing  to  the  disadvantages  we  labored  under  the  past  year,  viz.,  the 
unpropitious  condition  of  our  immediate  State,  caused  by  the  stringency  of 
the  times,  I  am  unable  to  report  a  very  prosperous  year.  The  cheapness 
of  our  product  made  cash  very  scarce,  and  many  were  thus  deprived  from 
enjoying  Capitular  Masonry,  not  being  in  position  to  pay  the  usual  fees. 
Chapters  which  were  in  arrears,  while  struggling  and  doing  their  best,  did 
not  succeed  in  complying  with  instructions  as  given  them  by  me,  under 
resolutions  offered  at  the  last  Convocation,  and  I  feel  that  it  is  my  sacred 
duty,  for  the  benefit  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Georgia,  to  be  indulgent  and 
give  them  longer  time  to  liquidate.  They  are  endeavoring  to  build  anew 
and  build  more  substantially,  yet,  as  I  am  informed  by  our  Committee  on 
Returns,  the  gross  gain  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  our  Jurisdiction  has  been 
for  the  past  year  three  hundred  and  forty-seven  ;  marked  and  on  the  way 
to  exaltation,  three  hundred  and  twenty-two  ;  and  the  total  number  of  mem¬ 
bership  now  on  our  rolls,  as  far  as  returns  have  come  in  and  been  tabu¬ 
lated,  show  a  net  gain  of  about  four  hundred.” 

In  his  conclusion  he  plunges  boldly  in  saying: 

“  And  now,  Companions,  I  will  endeavor  to  answer  the  query  so  often 
propounded,  ‘  What  is  Masonry  ?’ 

“Man  is  not  responsible  for  more  than  what  is  given  unto  him.  The 
elements  which  constitute  the  man  we  can  easily  find  out  and  work  accord¬ 
ingly.  They  have  manifested  themselves  in  the  history  of  the  human  race 
and  the  individual;  they  have -assisted  in  organizing  human  life  in  its 
domestic,  social  and  political  spheres  ;  they  cannot  be  denied,  unless  the 
world  is  to  be  decried  as  a  lunatic  asylum,  as  a  farce,  without  sense  and 
without  meaning. 

“  These  elements  must  be  listened  to  ;  disobedience  will  be  punished  by 
the  eternal  laws  which  govern  them  ;  they  may  for  some  time  be  diverted 
from  their  regular  course,  but  the  action  is  followed  by  reaction,  and  these 
elements  surely  regain  their  supremacy.  Just  as  the  physical  man  will 
starve  himself  to  death  if  he  refuses  the  food  which  his  physical  nature 
peremptorily  requires,  so  do  the  intellectual,  moral  and  emotional  elements 
in  man  claim  their  rights  ;  they  are  innate  and  cannot  be  denied,  unless 
disorder  disturbs  the  organization  of  the  individual,  no  less  than  that  of 
human  society. 

“  These  elements  are  clearly  indicated  by  the  short  sentences  :  we  think, 
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we  feel,  we  act.  No  man  of  sound  reason  will  deny  or  dispute  these  facts  ; 
or,  in  other  words,  we  are  endowed  with  mind,  with  conscience,  and  with 
affections. 

“  The  mind  thinks,  investigates,  and  wants  to  know  the  cause  of  every 
effect  and  every  event.  The  questions  why  and  whence  and  how,  are 
already  on  the  lips  of  the  child,  and  linger  still  on  the  lips  of  the  old  man. 
But  to  the  questions,  Who  art  thou  ?  What  art  thou  ?  How  art  thou  ?  there 
comes  no  positive  answer,  and  there  remains  the  eternal  conundrum  in  all 
its  grandeur,  majesty  and  sublimity. 

“  Man  would  be  lost  in  this  vast  ocean  that  stretches  around  and  above 
him,  he  would  not  know  in  what  direction  to  steer  the  tossed  boat  of  his 
life,  were  it  not  that  a  magnetic  needle  is  given  unto  him,  that  points  out 
his  way  and  his  journey.  You  see  order  around  you,  it  says  order  is 
required  of  you  ;  you  see  eternal  laws  around  you  and  laws  you  have  to 
obey  ;  you  see  harmony  around  you,  and  for  the  purpose  of  harmony,  you, 
too,  have  to  work  and  to  watch.  This  is  the  language  of  conscience,  the 
magnetic  needle  in  the  storm  bosom  of  man  and  mankind,  and  it  teaches 
and  it  demands  and  commands  order  and  justice  and  equity,  and  advances 
the  harmony  of  human  history  and  human  society.  But  while  conscience 
teaches  us  mere  duty,  solemn  and  stern  obligations,  there  is  more,  some¬ 
thing  better,  something  nobler  in  man,  the  human  heart  with  its  affections, 
with  its  sweet,  dear  and  blissful  emotions. 

“  The  heart  is  not  satisfied  with  compliance  with  stern  duty,  the  heart  is 
not  contented  with  mere  obedience  to  imperative  obligations ;  it  wants 
more,  it  gives  more,  it  thirsts  for  more,  it  wants  and  desires  and  gives  love, 
and  there  is  the  unquenchable  desire  to  make  happy,  to  propagate  joy,  to 
multiply  gladness  and  felicity,  and  there  comes  descending  and  ascending 
on  the  ladder  that  reaches  from  earth  to  heaven,  and  unites  heaven  with 
earth  in  the  holiest  and  sweetest  bonds,  the  angels  of  charity,  benevolence, 
kindness,  goodness,  forbearance  and  love,  the  best  and  greatest  of  all,  and 
wipe  away  the  tears  of  sorrow,  and  smooth  the  furrows  of  care  and  anxiety, 
and  heal  the  wounded  and  broken  hearted,  and  they  call  their  brother 
angel,  ‘  Hope,’  to  their  assistance,  and  light  breaks  into  darkness  and  a 
rosy  dawn  follows  the  gloomy  night,  and  the  golden  rays  of  the  day,  the 
heaviness  of  despondency  and  the  human  heart  shouts  in  exultant  joy, 
‘  Man,  Mason,  that  is  thy  work,  thy  task,  thy  charge,  and  be  thou  blessed, 
for  thy  creation,  the  creation  of  love  is  better,  nobler  and  grander,  than  the 
mute,  silent,  sternly  obedient  universe.’  This,  my  Companions,  is  Masonry, 
truth,  justice  and  love.  This  is  the  Masonic  principle  revealed  here  in  the 
heart,  taught  here,  inscribed  here  on  the  tablets  that  cannot  be  broken,  and 
stand  like  the  rocks  of  eternity.  This  is  its  life  and  hope,  its  order  and 
light.  It  is  the  sanctum  sanctorum ,  before  which  mind  and  conscience  and 
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heart  bow  down  like  the  high  priest  before  the  holy  ark  when  he  blessed 
his  people  and  mankind. 

“  Masonry  speaks  first  to  the  mind  with  the  sublime  words,  found  in  the 
beginning  of  the  pages  of  our  great  light,  ‘  The  Bible.’  ‘  Let  there  be 
light  ’  is  the  expression  and  the  sublimest  sentence  in  human  language.  It 
is  the  command  for  the  mind,  no  blind  faith,  no  submission  to  feigned 
authorities,  but  to  God,  the  Father  of  us  all,  who  revealed  Himself  to  His 
children.  We  do  not  try  to  unravel  the  mysteries  of  creation  but  to  know 
the  Creator.  We  will  not  solve  the  eternal  problem,  and  to  the  great  ques¬ 
tion,  ‘Who  art  thou?’  as  Masons  we  have  no  other  answer  but,  ‘I  am 
what  I  am,’  and  that  my  innate  sense  of  duty  teaches  me,  Masonic  precepts 
and  lessons  command  me  to  obey  the  Lord  who  has  created  me  and 

endowed  me  with  these  faculties  and  live  up  to  that  which  has  been  given 

> 

unto  me.  It  also  speaks  to  the  heart,  that  love  is  enjoined  on  nearly  every 
page  of  our  great  light,  the  Bible.  It  points  out  to  us  that  love  is  life’s  end, 
life’s  wealth,  life’s  reward.  It  commands  us  to  love  our  God,  and  love  our 
fellow  men,  to  love  the  poor  and  needy,  the  stranger  and  the  homeless,  the 
widow  and  the  orphan.  No  feast  and  no  enjoyment,  no  pleasure  and  no 
blessing,  but  that  they  are  remembered,  who  appeal  to  our  hearts  and  affec¬ 
tions.  So  speaks  Masonry  of  to-day,  and  so  taught  Masonry  of  antiquity. 
It  is  in  harmony  with  the  mind,  the  conscience  and  the  heart.  It  is  in  har¬ 
mony  with  the  progress  of  the  age  already  made,  with  the  progress  yet  to 
be  achieved.  We  therefore  proudly  exclaim,  ‘Yes,  we  are  Masons,  Chap¬ 
ter  Masons,  and  adore  the  Lord  of  Light,  Truth,  Justice  and  Love.  Come, 
let  us  walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lord ;’  this  is  what  Masonry  bids  us,  what 
Masonry  teaches,  and  what  Masonry  is. 

“  Crying  from  the  housetops,  Masonry  calls  to  its  devotees,  ‘  arise  and  let 
us  walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lord,  the  light  of  truth  and  honor,  justice  and 
charity  and  holiness.’  This  is  the  watchword  of  Masonry  and  Masons’ 
hope.  God’s  agency  in  the  world,  to  encourage  and  to  comfort,  to  soothe 
and  to  breathe  hope,  calling  ever,  and  bidding  ever,  ‘  Come,  let  us  walk  in 
the  light  of  the  Lord,’  the  light  of  kindliness  in  the  days  of  sorrow,  the 
light  of  love  in  times  of  hatred,  the  light  of  hope  in  hours  of  despair,  and 
the  light  of  truth  in  all  our  ways.  So  Companions  may  this  light  ever 
guide  us  and  direct  us,  removing  the  veils  so  that  we  may  understand 
thoroughly  the  missions,  beauties  and  grandeur  of  this  our  great  institution.” 

The  Grand  R.  A.  Chapter  visited  in  a  body  the  tomb  of 
the  late  Grand  Secretary,  A.  M.  Wolihin. 

“  The  special  order  of  business,  as  fixed  by  resolution  of  Right  Excellent 
Companion  Ramsay  having  arrived,  the  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host  formed 
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the  Grand  Chapter  in  procession  and  marched  to  the  sidewalk,  where  they 
boarded  the  cars  of  the  Macon  &  Indian  Railway  and  were  conveyed  to 
Rose  Hill  Cemetery,  to  visit  the  tomb  of  our  late  lamented  Grand  Secretary, 
Most  Excellent  Andrew  Martin  Wolihin.  On  arriving  at  the  cemetery,  the 
Grand  Chapter  stood  with  uncovered  heads  before  the  tomb,  while  the  Grand 
Chaplain  invoked  the  blessings  of  the  Supreme  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
Universe  upon  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Georgia.” 

The  Grand  Chapter  returned  to  the  Masonic  Temple  at  9. 30 
o’clock,  and  resumed  the  business  of  the  session. 

This  volume  contains  the  result  of  the  labors  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  revise  the  Constitution.  The  Constitution 
as  revised  is  printed  in  full,  action  upon  which  will  be  taken 
at  the  next  annual  Grand  Convocation. 

Companion  W.  S.  Ramsay  presents  the  Report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence.  It  is  condensed,  but  conscientious  and  pains¬ 
taking. 

Pennsylvania  for  1897  has  his  attention  and  he  extracts  a  great 
deal  from  the  report,  presenting  its  salient  features  in  about  two 
pages. 

He  concludes: 

“  From  reports  of  Grand  Officers  ....  that  Masonry  is  in  a  prosperous 
condition  in  Pennsylvania,  and  that  the  depression  prevailing  generally  has 
not  prevented  a  full  treasury  and  an  increase  jn  membership.” 

He  says: 

“  The  picture  of  the  Masonic  Home,  resting  beneath  the  shadows  of  elm 
trees,  speaks  more  loudly  in  praise  of  the  liberality  and  charity  of  our 
Pennsylvania  Masons  than  a  thousand  pages  of  fulsome  praise.  We  point 
to  this  picture,  and  say  to  every  Grand  Jurisdiction,  ‘  Go  and  do  likewise.’ 

He  does  us  too  much  honor  when  he  says : 

“The  Report  of  the  Correspondence  Committee  is  prepared  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  five,  consisting  of  Companions  M.  H.  Henderson,  Stockton 
Bates,  J.  Simpson  Africa,  J.  L.  Lyte  and  James  H.  Codding.  It  is  a 
splendid  array  of  talent,  resulting  in  the  combined  report  prepared  by  each 
of  them,  as  one  of  the  best  papers  passing  under  review  before  us.  Each 
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writer  has  his  allotted  number  of  Grand  Jurisdictions,  treating  these  in  his 
report  as  though  they  constituted  the  entire  review,  each  writer  preserving 
his  individuality,  which  among  these  five  is  distinctly  marked.” 

We  fully  reciprocate  the  kindly  expressions  of  fraternal 
greetings. 

Under  Virginia  and  with  reference  to  the  action  of  a  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest  of  that  State,  he  says: 

“  A  Virginia  Mason,  visiting  Pennsylvania,  was  required  to  take  a  test 
oath  that  debarred  those  of  the  Cerneau  Rite.  He  declined  to  take  the 
oath,  reporting  the  same  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Virginia.  Upon 
receiving  this  information  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Virginia  demanded  a 
modification  of  the  oath  as  to  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  that  Jurisdiction. 
This  request  was  denied,  and  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Virginia  issued  an 
edict  abrogating,  cancelling  and  setting  aside  all  further  fraternal  relations 
with  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  and  its  constituents.” 

And  then  adds: 

“  The  Grand  Chapter  very  properly  set  aside  the  edict  and  renewed  fra¬ 
ternal  relations  with  Pennsylvania.” 

This  is  kind,  and  we  return  thanks  for  the  fraternal  spirit 
exhibited. 

You  say  you  “could  giye  many  reasons  why  this  report 
falls  below  what  you  have  a  right  to  expect,  among  them 
that  the  work  was  done  largely  under  the  dark  clouds  of  sorrow, 
and  the  black  shadows  of  death  in  the  home.” 

Our  sympathies  go  out  to  you  in  your  sore  trial,  for  you  have 
endeared  yourself  to  your  Companions  of  the  reportorial  guild. 

Of  the  general  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry,  we  cannot 
do  better  than  quote  these  words  from  Comp.  Ramsay’s  conclu¬ 
sion  : 

‘‘Peace  and  prosperity  characterize  the  report  for  the  year.  The  death 
roll  is  not  as  large  as  formerly,  but  it  includes  some  of  the  brightest  lights, 
and  some  of  the  most  loyal  subjects  of  the  Craft.  We  have  abundant 
reason  for  thankfulness,  when  we  consider  the  condition  of  the  Craft,  and 
contrast  the  Masonic  temples,  the  Homes,  the  multitude  of  libraries,  the 
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elevated  standard  of  morals,  and  the  high  plane  of  personal  responsibility, 
which  is  manifest  everywhere  among  the  more  than  two  hundred  thousand 
Masons  in  our  lpnd,  with  our  condition  a  few  years  ago.” 

Henry  C.  Burr,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

William  A.  Wolihin,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


ILLINOIS. 

The  Forty-Ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  convened  in  the  Masonic 
Temple,  City  of  Chicago,  on  Thursday,  the  27th  day  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  A.  D. ,  1898,  A.  I.  2428,  at  10  o’clock,  a.m. 

The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the- State  of  Illinois  was 
opened  in  Ample  Form,  with  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain,  as 
follows : 

“  Almighty  God  !  We  thank  Thee  for  Thy  changelessness  !  Thou  art  the 
same  yesterday,  to-day  and  forever.  With  Thee  there  is  no  variableness, 
neither  shadow  of  difference  !  Thou  art  the  same  in  Thy  providences,  and 
all  Thy  providences  are  in  love  and  mercy.  We  thank  Thee  for  Thy  kind 
care  which  permits  us  to  meet  again  in  this  our  Annual  Convocation  ;  that 
Thou  hast  spared  our  lives  through  another  year.  We  pray  Thy  blessings 
to  rest  upon  us,  O  Thou  Supreme  Ruler  and  Architect  of  the  Universe! 
Wilt  Thou  help  us,  that  we  may  follow  Thy  example  wisely  and  well ;  that 
we  may  build  consciously,  not  for  the  praise  of  men,  but  for  the  good  of 
man  and  the  glory  of  God.  We  pray  that  Thou  wilt  let  Thy  special  bene¬ 
diction  rest  down  upon  this  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter.  May  brotherly 
love  continue  and  prevail  to  the  close  of  the  Convocation,  and  may  we  so 
dwell  together  in  unity,  and  with  mutual  fraternal  services,  that  at  the  last 
we  shall  live  with  Thee  forever ;  and  may  we  follow  Thee  closely  while 
here  that  we  may  reign  with  Thee  eternally  on  high.  And  to  Thy  name  be 
all  the  honor  and  glory  forever.  Amen.” 

We  quote  this  prayer  in  full  because  of  its  beauty  and  catho¬ 
lic  comprehensiveness. 

If  the  changeless  spirit  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  teaches  us  to 
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“  so  dwell  together  in  unity  and  with  mutual  fraternal  services,” 
we  may  fondly  hope  for  a  future  eternity  of  bliss. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Eugene  L.  Stoker, 
delivered  the  annual  address,  which  is  an  able  and  exhaustive 
resume  of  the  condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Illinois. 

Illinois  is  about  to  celebrate  its  semi-centennial. 

The  address  goes  on  to  say: 

“  By  your  action  at  our  last  Convocation,  the  Grand  High  Priest  was 
authorized  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three  on  preliminary  work  for  the 
celebration  of  our  semi-centennial.  Upon  consultation  with  several  of  our 
officers,  I  learned  that  the  work  indicated  in  the  address  of  my  predecessor, 
and  for  which  the  committee  was  to  be  appointed, v  was  being  carefully 
attended  to  by  our  Grand  Secretary  and  another  distinguished  Companion  ; 
therefore,  I  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  appointing  a  committee  during  my 
administration. 

“While  it  is  true  that  the  Convocation  of  1899  will  be  the  fiftieth  since 
the  date  of  organization  of  our  Grand  Chapter,  it  is  not  true  that  fifty  years 
will  have  elapsed  since  that  time,  it  having  been  organized  April  19,  1850, 
and  met  in  its  first  Convocation  thereafter  October  14,  1850;  hence  I  sug¬ 
gest  that  the  celebration  of  our  semi-centennial  be  held  during. the  Annual 
Convocation  of  1900.  I  doubt  the  propriety  of  celebrating  an  event  that 
has  not  yet  occurred.  I  further  suggest  that  the  first  four  officers  of  the 
incoming  administration,  together  with  E.  Companion  Gil.  W.  Barnard, 
be  appointed  a  Committee  on  Preliminary  Work,  to  take  such  steps  in  this 
direction  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  necessary  during  the  ensuing  capitu¬ 
lar  year.” 

Of  the  State  of  the  Craft,  he  says: 

“The  returns  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters,  in  so  far  as  they  have  been 
examined,  lead  me  to  believe  that  in  respect  to  numbers  we  have  no  more 
than  held  our  own,  if  that.  I  cannot  believe,  under  existing  circumstances, 
that  this  is  evidence  of  decay.  I  hope  it  is  not  due  to  any  fault  of  mine 
that  we  have  not  made  substantial  gains.  That  we  have  not,  I  attribute  to 
the  fact  that  our  country  has  not  yet  recovered  from  the  serious  financial 
depression  of  the  past  few  years  ;  and  further  that  for  the  past  year  we  have 
been  dreaming  of  war,  thinking  of  war,  reading  of  war,  talking  of  war  and 
finally  waging  a  short,  sharp,  glorious  and  successful  war,  breaking  all 
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records,  revolutionizing  the  world’s  ideas  of  warfare,  changing  the  world’s 
map  of  nations  and  bringing  justice  and  liberty  to  millions  of  oppressed  and 
long  suffering  people.  Much  available  and  desirable  material,  together  with 
many  distinguished  leaders  in  Capitular  Masonry,  have  been  manfully 
doing  their  part  in  this  great  work. 

“The  failure  to  increase  our  membership  has  been  more  than  com¬ 
pensated  for  by  the  alacrity  with  which  members  of  the  Royal  Craft,  true 
to  the  principles  of  Masonry,  responded  to  the  call  of  their  country  and 
humanity.  I  am  sure  this  Grand  Chapter  is  justly  proud  of  the  fact  that 
our  distinguished  Companion,  Most  Excellent  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
George  M.  Moulton,  at  the  head  of  a  regiment,  largely  composed  of  bright 
and  eminent  Masons,  is  rendering  valuable  service  in  ‘  promoting  this  great 
and  glorious  work.’ 

“  It  has  been  asserted  that  the  Spanish-American  war  was  caused  by  the 
machinations  of  Freemasonry.  I  am  sure  that  Free  Masons  did  not  plot 
or  conspire  to  force  a  declaration  of  war ;  yet,  I  am  not  ready  to  deny  that 
the  principles  taught  by  Masonry,  having  at  last  become  dominant  in 
national  councils,  made  this  war  against  Ignorance,  Intolerance  and  In¬ 
humanity  inevitable.  If  the  nation  that  has  leeched  the  blood  of  Masonic 
martyrs  with  insatiate  maw  has  at  last  learned,  through  the  fierce  ordeal  of 
war ,  that  Progress,  Liberty  and  Brotherhood  must  and  will  prevail ,  then 
that  nation  may  look  forward  to  a  better  future  and  bless  those  whom  it  has 
delighted  in  persecuting  and  even  yet — curses.” 

Comp.  John  M.  Pearson  presents  his  Thirteenth  Report  on 
Correspondence. 

Pennsylvania  is  very  fully  and  fraternally  reviewed.  Anent 
our  financial  strength,  he  says: 

“  It  makes  one  proud  of  our  Royal  Craft  to  see  how  strong,  financially, 
we  grow  to  be  in  our  older  Jurisdictions.  This  surplus,  $20,000,  is  all 
invested  in  bonds  of  the  ‘four  per  cent.  Masonic  loan,’  which  is  doubtless 
‘  gilt-edged,’  but  we  doubt  the  wisdom  of  putting  all  one’s  eggs  in  one 
basket.” 

But  his  “doubt  as  to  the  wisdom,  etc.,”  might  have  been 
still  stronger  expressed  had  he  known  (quoting  the  language  of 
our  Past  Grand  Master  and  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Matthias 
H.  Henderson)  “that  no  mortgage,  judgment,  lien,  or  other 
encumbrance  has  ever  been  placed  on  our  property.  The 
holders  of  our  bonds  have  never  had  any  other  security  than 
the  honor  and  credit  of  the  Grand  Lodge . ” 
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When  the  lot  on  which  (Philadelphia’s)  Masonic  Temple 
stands  was  purchased  in  1S67  and  preparations  were  made  for 
erecting  the  Temple,  the  annual  revenue  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
was,  in  round  numbers,  sixtv-five  thousand  dollars,  an  amount 
totally  inadequate  for  the  work  in  hand.  At  this  juncture 
“  The  New  Masonic  Temple  Loan  ”  was  authorized  and  placed 
on  the  market.  To  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  principal 
and  interest  the  Sinking  Fund  was  created  April  7,  1869,  when 
it  was 

“  Resolved,  That  five  per  cent,  of  the  current  receipts  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated  and  set  apart  for  the  Redemption 
of  the  New  Maso?iic  Temple-  Loan." 


Various  amounts  of  the  loan  were  issued  at  different  times 
until  November  14,  1874,  when  it  culminated  in  a  debt  amount¬ 
ing  to  $1,470,525,  the  annual  interest  charge  on  which,  at  seven 
and  three-tenths  per  cent.,  was  $107,348.32. 

From  this  point  it  steadily  decreased.  December,  1875, 
$150,000  were  paid,  and  the  balance,  amounting  to  $1,320,525, 
was  funded  at  six  per  cent.,  the  annual  interest  charge  being 
$79,231.50,  a  reduction  of  28,116.82.  September,  1880,  $41,025 
were  paid,  and  the  balance,  amounting  to  $1,279,500,  was 
funded  at  five  per  cent.,  the  annual  interest  charge  being 
$63,975,  a  reduction  of  $15,255.  September,  1890,  $466,100 
were  paid  and  the  balance,  amounting  to  $813,400,  was  funded 
at  four  percent.,  the  annual  interest  charge  being  $32,536,  a 
reduction  of  $31,439.” 


Of  this  loan : 

Individuals  held, 

Associations  not  Masonic, 

Royal  Arch  Chapters, 
Commissioners  of  Sinking  Fund,  . 
Mark  Lodges,  .... 
Commanderies,  .  .  .  . 

A.  &  A.  Scottish  Rite, 

Masonic  Home,  .  .  .  . 


3101,100  00 

51.750  00 

50.750  00 
46,800  00 
29,300  00 
29,100  00 
12,250  00 

1,100  00 


A  total  of, 


3322,150  oa 
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Which  was  paid  off  September  1,  1895.  The  balance  of  the 
loan  is  held  as  follows: 

Lodges, . $346,250  00 

Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund,  ....  73,000  00 

Girard  Bequest, . .  .  52,000  00 

Grand  Chapter,  .......  20,000  00 

A  total  of, . $491,25000 

Which  was  the  debt  at  that  time. 

The  Grand  Lodge  paid  in  the  twenty-one  years  expired  at 
that  time,  $979,^75  of  the  principal  and  $1,661,357.08  of 
interest,  making  a  total  of  principal  and  interest  paid  of 
$2, 640,632. 08. 

This  shows  the  quality  of  the  “  eggs.  ”  Knowing  this,  there  is 
small  wonder  that  people  want  them,  and  that  all  of  this  class 
of  v‘  eggs  ”  in  one  basket  is  much  better  than  a  variety  of,  per¬ 
haps,  doubtful  “  eggs”  in  a  great  many  baskets. 

Comp.  Pearson  concludes  as  follows: 

“Centennials  and  semi-centennials  are  getting  to  be  very  common. 
Next  year  we  will  be  found  in  this  list.  As  we  recall  our  work  we  think  we 
have  found  in  many  Jurisdictions  a  disposition  unduly  to  increase  the 
expenditures.  Several  of  our  Jurisdictions,  that  ought  to  be  forehanded, 
have  been  compelled  to  borrow,  and  yet  continue  to  make  liberal  appro¬ 
priations.  On  the  other  hand,  a  few  of  our  Grand  Chapters  are  models  of 
wise  economy.  ‘  They  indeed  scatter  and  yet  increase.’  They  waste  not, 
and,  of  course,  want  not.” 

Comp.  William  B.  Grimes,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  Gilbert  W.  Barnard,  of  Chicago,  R.  E.  Grand 
Secretary. 

INDIANA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of 
Indiana  assembled  in  Fifty-Third  Annual  Convocation  in  Ma¬ 
sonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  at  2  o’clock  p.m.  ,  on 
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Wednesday,  the  19th  day  of  October,  A.  D.,  1898,  A.  I.  2428, 
it  being  the  “  first  Wednesday  succeeding  the  third  Monday  in 
October.” 

M.  E.  Robert  A.  Woods,  Grand  High  Priest,  submitted  the 
annual  address. 

In  its  opening  sentences  he  asks  these  pertinent  questions: 

“  In  all  our  dealings  and  intercourse  with  men  and  with  Masons  during 
the  past  twelvemonth,  have  we  striven  to  maintain  our  holy  principles  and 
to  commend  the  faith  which  we  profess  as  zealous  Companions  of  the  Holy 
Royal  Arch  ?  Have  we,  as  faithful  subjects  of  Zerubbabel,  brought  up  such 
material  for  the  temple  as  will  be  judged  acceptable- — material  that  will 
finish  and  adorn  a  fabric  designed  to  help  and  bless  mankind  and  devoutly 
consecrated  to  the  service  of  the  Great  I  Am  ?  As  the  cardinal,  comprehen¬ 
sive  thought  of  Masonry — its  alpha  and  omega — lies  unreservedly  in  the 
Ineffable  Name,  the  true  cope-stone  of  the  temple  of  human  life,  Masons 
owe  it  to  themselves  and  their  fellow-men  to  see  that  every  bush  is  afire 
with  God.” 

Speaking  of  the  immunity  from  Death’s  visitations  enjoyed 
by  the  Jurisdiction  of  Indiana  he  bursts  into  this  eloquent 
strain : 

“  Perchance  the  Angel  of  Death,  moving  swiftly  among  us,  caught  a 
glimpse  of  sacrificial  strain  upon  the  lintel  of  our  hearts,  and,  by  reason  of 
the  purity  of  our  intentions  and  the  depths  of  latter  sorrows,  passed  us  by. 
Who  knows  ?  Let  us  not  forget,  however,  that  the  sentiment  inscribed  on 
the  marble  tablet  containing  the  medallion  portraits  of  the  two  Wesleys  in 
Westminster  Abbey  is  no  less  true  of  our  own  lamented  dead  than  of  them  : 
‘  God  buries  the  worker,  but  carries  on  the  work.’  With  this  spirit  animat¬ 
ing  us,  and  with  our  duty  thereby  made  manifest,  let  us  attend  the  record  of 
the  dead  of  other  Jurisdictions.” 

He  has  the  following  to  say  re  the  Report  on  Foreign  Corre¬ 
spondence  : 

“  Several  sessions  ago  this  Grand  Chapter  by  its  action  limited  the 
Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  to  one  hundred  pages.  It  is  my  con¬ 
viction  that  this  should  not  have  been  done.  A  perusal  of  the  reports  as 
affected  by  that  order  is  sufficient  to  show  the  omission  of  the  review  of  the 
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strictly  foreign  Grand  Bodies,  as  well  as  the  effort  made  to  condense, 
invariably  at  the  expense  of  diction,  thus  giving  color  to  the  suggestion 
that  the  author  himself  feels  ‘  like  a  poor  prisoner  in  his  twisted  gyves.’ 
His  work  under  such  circumstances  cannot  possibly  reach  its  best.  His 
reports  are  of  priceless  value,  if  left  untrammeled.  The  status  of  sister 
Jurisdictions  come  to  us  in  no  other  form,  and  to  set  metes  and  bounds  to 
a  review  that  is  always  charming  and  erudite,  and  which  never  fails  to  enter¬ 
tain  and  instruct,  is  poor  economy  at  the  hands  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 
The  excess,  whether  much  or  little,  will  entail  no  grievous  burden.  I  would 
earnestly  recommend  that  the  restriction  be  removed.” 

An  excellent  picture  of  the  present  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
Comp.  Manuel  M.  Fisher,  adorns  this  volume  of  Proceedings. 

We  quote  entire  the  Report  of.  Committee  on  Foreign  Cor¬ 
respondence  on  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Zealand: 

“  To  the  Grand  Chapter : — Your  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence, 
to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  address  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest  as  recites  the  receipt  by  him  of  a  memorial  from  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  New  Zealand  asking  in  its  behalf  the  official  recognition  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Indiana,  and  the  interchange  of  representatives  that  usually 
follows  action  of  this  character,  would  fraternally  report  that  said  memorial 
is  unaccompanied  by  any  extraneous  documentary  evidence  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  this  new  Grand  Chapter  which  would  inform  us  of  the  attitude  of 
the  several  Chapters  in  said  colony  which  took  no  part  in  the  movement 
towards  its  establishment,  and  contains  no  historical  statement  whether  the 
parent  Grand  Chapters  of  its  several  constituents  have  recognized  its  exist¬ 
ence  or  stand  opposed  to  it  as  an  invader  of  their  territorial  rights  and  pre¬ 
rogatives.  Indeed  the  statement  of  said  memorial  that  our  recognition  is 
desired  because  it  ‘  will  establish  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Zealand  as  the 
supreme  authority  in  Royal  Arch  Masonry  within  the  limits  of  this  colony 
so  far  as  your  [our]  Grand  Chapter  is  concerned,’  might,  if  such  recogni¬ 
tion  were  so  given,  place  us  in  the  attitude  of  declaring  against  the  rights 
of  sovereignty  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland 
over  their  own  respective  Chapters  in  said  colony  which  refused  to  join 
such  movement,  and  of  virtually  proscribing  such  Chapters  as  unlawful 
and  clandestine  bodies.  This  it  would  be  quite  impolitic  to  do  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  we  are  now  on  friendly  standing  with  the  Grand  Chapters  just 
named,  and  at  this  very  moment  are  holding  official  relations  of  fraternity 
and  comity  with  one  of  these,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  by  an  inter¬ 
change  of  representatives  with  that  Supreme  Body.  It  may  be  that  these 
may  have  already  recognized  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
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New  Zealand,  but  it  seems  to  your  committee  that  had  this  been  the  case, 
the  memorial  in  question  would  surely  have  so  stated.  In  the  absence, 
then,  of  such  data  as  would  enable  us  to  take  intelligent  and  safe  action  in 
the  matter  involved,  your  committee  would  respectfully  recommend  that 
the  recognition  asked  for  in  said  memorial  be  withheld  until  such  evidence 
may  be  at  hand  as  will  justify  us  in  granting  it  without  involving  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Indiana  in  possible  complications  tending  to  destroy  or  impair 
the  amity  now  existing  between  it  and  these  long  established  Grand 
Chapters. 

“Thomas  B.  Long, 

“  Aaron  W.  Hempleman, 
“Thomas  B.  Williams, 

“  Committee. 

“  Which  report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  recommendation  adopted.'' 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  comes  from 
the  pen  of  that  veteran  reviewer,  Comp.  Thomas  B.  Long. 

Under  Canada  we  extract  with  full  sympathy  and  accord  the 
following  beautiful  and  touching  thoughts: 

“Where  prominent  Masons  die  in  any  Grand  Jurisdiction — Brothers, 
Companions  or  Sir  Knights  who  labored  early  and  late  for  the  good  of  the 
Fraternity  during  the  best  years  of  their  lives,  and  contributed  earnest  zeal 
and  special  talents  and  abilities  to  the  welfare  and  advancement  of  Freema¬ 
sonry — and  then  receive  only  the  faint  praise  of  a  line  or  two  of  announce¬ 
ment  and  the  common  honor  of  a  Memorial  page  which  is  never  read 
by  the  general  reader,  the  writer  has  always  been  touched  with  a  feeling  of 
personal  regret  and  been  awakened  to  a  new  appreciation  of  the  fact  that 
ingratitude  is  a  grievous  sin.  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  has,  since 
her  last  preceding  annual  met  with  two  such  losses  without  giving  them 
greater  notice  than  this,  as  to  one,  at  least,  of  which  some  retrospection  of 
their  Proceedings  would  easily  have  furnished  material  for  appreciative 
Memorial.  Past  Grand  Z.,  Daniel  Spry,  died  at  London,  August  30,  1897, 
and  Past  Grand  Scribe,  X.  T.  W.  Burke,  departed  this  life  at  the  same  city 
on  January  3,  1897.  The  extent  of  the  tribute  to  the  former  is  that  ‘the 
records  bear  the  evidence  of  his  usefulness  in  the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Grand  Chapter,  and  his  nimble  mind  and  incisive  speech  were  factors 
in  every  debate  of  consequence  for  many  years  past,  while  his  warm  heart 
and  friendly  hand  endeared  him  to  his  Companions  and  Brethren  ;  ’  of  the 
latter,  no  notice  but  the  above  upon  a  Memorial  page.” 
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Re  “Serving  Companions,”  we  are  given  this  bit  of  infor¬ 
mation  : 

“  In  the  old  world,  where  Masonry  is  not  quite  so  accessible  as  in  the 
new,  and  is  indeed  very  decidedly  more  exclusive  and  select,  there  are 
comparatively  very  few  of  its  members  who  could  be  induced  to  hold  an 
office  or  station  the  duties  of  which  had  any  semblance  to  personal  servi¬ 
tude  ;  and  yet  such  stations  must  necessarily  be  filled  by  persons  who  are 
in  possession  of  the  formal  secrets  of  Freemasonry,  and  who  may,  in  the 
very  nature  of  things,  be  present  during  discussions  of  its  deepest  philoso¬ 
phies  and  its  profoundest  mysteries.  Men  are  therefore  frequently  selected, 
not  so  much — indeed  not  at  all — upon  the  theory  of  ‘  Equality,’  which  has 
been  a  watchword  with  ‘  Fraternity  ’  in  the  Freemasonry  of  Continental 
Europe  from  the  first,  but  because  of  their  willingness  so  to  serve,  and  a 
perfect  confidence  of  the  Craft  in  their  integrity  and  fidelity.  The  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  in  1753  adopted  a  regulation  for  their  initiation,  because 
in  England  and  on  the  Continent  every  meeting  included  a  dinner  as  its 
finale,  and  that  given  within  its  tiled  precincts,  so  that  it  became  important 
that  even  the  waiters,  of  such  occasions,  should  be  bound  by  the  obliga¬ 
tion  of  secrecy  as  well  as  the  brethren  for  whom  their  service  was  requisite. 
That  regulation,  while  slightly  modified,  is  still  in  force,  and  under  it  every 
Lodge  is  empowered  to  initiate,  without  charge,  such  ‘  serving  brethren.’ 
There  is  an  anomaly  in  the  fact,  however,  that  these  cannot  become  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Lodge  so  making  them  Masons,  but  may  be  admitted  to 
membership  in  any  other  Lodge  which  shall  see  fit  to  affiliate  them.  And 
so,  in  the  military  Lodges  of  the  British  army — where  from  the  very 
marked  distinction  maintained  between  officers  and  enlisted  men,  and  the 
character  of  discipline  which  ignores,  and  even  repudiates,  every  idea  of 
equality,  and  where  the  Lodges  are  organized  wholly  for  the  benefit  and 
social  enjoyment  of  officers  of  the  line  and  staff,  private  soldiers  may  be 
received  as  ‘serving  brethren.’  It  has  been  said  that  ‘the  regulation  for 
admitting  serving  brethren  arose  from  the  custom  of  Lodges  meeting  at 
taverns  ;  and,  as  at  that  period  labor  and  refreshment  were  intermixed,  the 
waiters  for  the  tavern  were  sometimes  required  to  enter  the  room  while  the 
Lodge  was  in  session,  and  hence  it  became  necessary  to  qualify  them  for 
such  service  by  making  them  Masons.’  As  Masonry  spread  from  England 
into  Europe  proper,  its  various  customs  and  usages  were  of  course  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  Continent,  and  this  one,  from  very  necessity,  was  adopted 
with  the  others,  as  the  feeling  of  aristocracy  and  the  distinction  as  to  social 
equality  was  probably  more  dominant  there  than  in  England.  This  is 
perhaps  better  shown,  in  this  respect,  by  the  fact  that  on  the  Continent 
there  was  at  one  time  a  separate  and  preliminary  form  of  reception,  with 
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peculiar  signs  appropriated  to  those  who  were  initiated  as  serving  brethren, 
and  they  were  not  permitted  to  advance  beyond  the  first  degree ;  and 
while  this  really  limited  them  against  becoming  Masons  to  the  full  extent, 
it  still  fitted  them  for  the  required  purposes,  as  all  the  business  and  refresh¬ 
ment  of  the  Lodges  were  at  that  time  transacted  and  enjoyed  in  the  degree 
of  Entered  Apprentice.  These  serving  brethren  are  designated  in  France 
as  Freres  Servants,  and  in  Germany  as  Dienende  Bruder.  It  may  be  of 
cognate  interest  to  produce  the  following  paragraph  as  to  corresponding 
conditions  amongst  the  old  Knights  Templar,  where  equality  was  not  quite 
so  distinctively  guarded  against :  ” 

“  The  Knights  Templar  had  a  class  called  serving  brothers,  who  were  not, 
however,  introduced  into  the  Order  until  it  had  greatly  increased  in 
wealth  and  numbers.  The-  form  of  their  reception  varied  very  slightly 
from  that  of  the  Knights  ;  but  their  habit  was  different,  being  black.  They 
were  designated  for  the  performance  of  various  services  inside  .or  outside 
of  the  Order.  Many  rich  and  well-born  men  belonged  to  this  class.  They 
were  permitted  to  take  part  in  the  election  of  a  Grand  Master.  The  Trea¬ 
surer  of  the  Order  was  always  a  serving  brother.  Of  these  serving  brothers 
there  were  two  kinds  :  servants  at  arms  and  artificers.  The  former  were 
the  most  highly  esteemed  ;  the  latter  being  considered  a  very  inferior  class, 
except  the  armorers,  who  were  held,  on  account  of  the  importance  of  their 
occupation,  in  higher  estimation.” 

Pennsylvania  is  reviewed,  and  he  quotes  M.  E.  Matthias 
H.  Henderson  as  follows : 

“  We  have  examined  Proceedings  and  made  note  of  the  happenings  in 
the  world  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  adding  such  comments  as  we  deemed 
fitting.  These  comments,  in  fact,  constitute  the  Report,  and  the  proportion 
in  which  they  are  complete  and  apt  measures  the  success  of  our  work.” 

And  adds: 

‘‘This  quotation  is  made  because  there  are  some  narrow-minded  Com¬ 
panions  everywhere  who  think  that  the  reproduction  of  statistics  should  be 
the  main  limit  to  such  work,  and  that  it  is  a  waste  of  money  to  print  discus¬ 
sions  of  Masonic  principles,  or  illustrations  of  the  application  of  ancient  land¬ 
marks,  customs  and  usages  as  a  check  to  dangerous  changes  and  heretical 
innovations,  and  who  think  the  History  of  Freemasonry  a  dead  letter,  and 
its  general  literature  a  sealed  book,  which  is  doubtless  the  case  with  all 

such . There  are  many  matters  in  it  that  makes  it  a  regret  that  the 

present  limit  in  Indiana  precludes  the  discussion  of,  but  so  it  is.  Indiana 
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for  1897  falls  to  the  share  of  Proceedings  assigned  to  Companion  Stockton 
Bates,  and  a  liberal  and  pleasant  review  follows.  He  considers  the  Report 
of  the  Special  Committee  on  the  proposition  to  renumber  King  Solomon’s 
Chapter  as  ‘  very  interesting,’  and  quotes  at  length  the  discussion  of  the 
equities  involved.  After  making  other  extracts,  he  copies  entire  the  ‘  Con¬ 
clusion  ’  of  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  as  many  others  have,  since  it 
contains  the  very  interesting  paragraphs  extracted  from  Brother  Gould’s 
review  of  the  second  volume  of  Crawley’s  Caementaria  Hibernica,  showing  . 
■  a  heretofore  unthought-of  antiquity  for  the  degree  of  Past  Master,  and 
giving  remoter  historical  date  to  even  that  of  the  Royal  Arch.” 

Under  Virginia  we  find  the  following: 

.  “The  address  of  M.  E.  John  P.  Steffner  is  quite  an  extensive  document, 
made  so  principally  through  the  incorporation  with  it  of  all  the  correspond¬ 
ence  preceding  the  issuing  by  him  of  an  edict  of  non-intercourse  with  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  because  that  Grand  Chapter  had  prescribed 
a  test  oath  intended  to  exclude  all  Companions  who  had  become  members 
of  the  Cerneau  Bodies  of  the  Scottish  Rite  from  the  privilege  of  visiting  its 
subordinate  Chapters.  Had  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia  approved  of 
the  edict  referred  to,  the  writer  would  have  been  inclined  to  reproduce 
some  of  the  arguments  pro  and  con  embodied  in  the  correspondence  ;  but 
this  is  not  only  obviated  but  rendered  inadvisable  by  the  action  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  that  the  edict  ‘  be  rescinded,  annulled  and  set  aside,  and 
that  fraternal  relations  with  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  be 
renewed.” 

His  conclusion  is  worthy  of  preservation : 

“  Brother  G.  W.  Speth,  in  his  recent  most  interesing  and  learned  paper 
on  ‘The  Two  Degrees  Theory,’  after  citing  record  authority  for  the  state¬ 
ment  that  not  only  did  three  degrees  exist  in  1724,  ‘but  that  the  Lodge  at 
the  Queen’s  Head  in  Hollis  street  was  at  that  date  working  the  ceremonies 
in  three  distinct  steps  or  degrees,’  continues: 

“  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  inquire  into  the  reasons  for  this  great  change, 
but  merely  to  fix  the  earliest  date,  so  far  as  ascertained,  of  the  conversion 
of  the  two  degrees  into  three.  I  do  not  say  addition  of  a  degree,  because 
I  do  not  believe  that  anything  material  was  added  to  Masonry,  or  that 
Masons  of  that  day  would  have  permitted  such  an  innovation.  I  will  con¬ 
tent  myself  with  .expressing  my  conviction  that  the  early  degree  of  making 
a  Mason  was  divided  into  two,  of  which  one  part  was  assigned  to  the  Fellow 
Craft,  and  that  the  original  ceremony  attending  the  passing  of  a  Master  and 
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the  admission  of  a  Fellow,  formerly  called  ‘the  Master’s  part,’  was  shifted 
up  and  thenceforth  confined  to  the  new,  and  yet  essentially  old,  rank  of 

Master,  or,  in  modern  phraseology,  Master  Mason . It  is  evident  that 

Grand  Lodge  in  the  first  case  used  the  term  ‘Masters  and  Fellows’  as 
descriptive  of  the  then  highest  known  rank,  in  accordance  with  custom 
dating  from  time  immemorial ;  but  that,  as  meanwhile  the  word  Fellow  had 
been  ousted  from  its  former  pre-eminence  and  degraded  a  step  in  the  scale, 
Grand  Lodge  in  1725,  still  wishing  to  designate  the  highest  rank,  justly  used 
the  title  by  which  it  was  then  known,  viz.,  Master.  In  each  case  the 
degree  referred  to  was  the  same,  that  which  comprised  the  working  of  ‘  the 
Master’s  part.’ 

“In  addition  to  his  own  views  on  this  point,  Brother  Speth  quotes  from 
a  previous  paper  by  Brother  Hughan — the  distinguished  English  Masonic 
Historian — where,  among  other  things,  he  said : 

“  ‘When  the  third  degreee  was  formed  out  of  pre-existing  materials,  say 
in  1723  or  1724,  the  former,  “  Master’s  part,”  was  assigned  it.  The  Fellow 
Craft  then  only  preserved,  of  the  ceremonies  previously  belonging  to  him, 
the  sign  and  the  peculiarities  attaching  to  the  receipt  of  his  wages.  To 
complete  the  second  degree  a  portion  was  cut  off  from  the  earlier  appren¬ 
tice  part,  and  the  apprentice  degree  was  raised  in  importance  by  the  trans¬ 
ference  to  it  from  the  Fellow’s  degree  of  the  Symbol  of  Initiation.  In  this 
new  form  the  degrees  would  be  given  by  the  Lodges,  but  it  is  very  conceiv¬ 
able  that,  innovation  having  once  been  started,  the  “  Master’s  part  ”  was 
considerably  added  to,  developed  and  enriched,  and  I  think  it  not  unlikely 
that  these  four  Masters’  Lodges  [existing  from  1733  to  1736  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  conferring  the  third  or  Master’s  degree]  were  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  spreading  this  new  rendering,  much  as  the  Lodge  of  Promulga¬ 
tion  was  founded  after  the  union  of  the  two  Grand  Lodges  in  1813.’ 

“  N'one  of  the  ensuing  discussions — conducted  by  Brothers  Klein,  Lane, 
Kupferschmidt,  Conder  and  Horsley,  orally,  and  Brothers  Riley,  Hughan, 
Lovegrove,  Yarker,  Crawley  and  Judge  Upton,  of  our  own  country,  in 
writing — of  the  paper  in  any  way  questioned  this  origin  of  the  third  degree  ; 
and,  such  origin  being  conceded,  as  it  must  be,  as  coming  from  the  ‘  Mas¬ 
ter’s  part  ’  of  the  second  or  Fellow  Craft’s  degree,  and  there  being  no 
answer  possible  to  destroy  the  force  of  General  Head  IV  of  the  Ancient 
Charges,  which  provides  that  the  ‘  Candidate  ’  must  ‘  be  a  perfect  youth 
having  no  maim  or  defect  in  his  body  that  may  [observe  this  word  !]  render 
him  incapable  of  ...  .  being  made  a  Brother,  and  then  a  Fellow  Craft  in 
due  time  ;’  and  since  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  taken  from  the  third 
degree  so  formed,  even  to  the  extent  of  the  purloining  of  its  word,  and  was 
acknowledged  as  a  part  of  such  third  degree,  and  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry, 
by  the  Articles  of  LTnion  of  the  two  Grand  Lodges  of  England  in  1813,  it  is 
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again  asserted,  with  unabated  confidence,  that  the  candidate  for  the  degrees 
of  Capitular  Masonry  must  be  physically  able  to  comply  literally  with  all 
the  requirements  of  the  ritual  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  And  this  is  the  law 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana.” 

M.  E.  Manuel  M.  Fisher,  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  William  H.  Smythe,  Grand  Secretary. 


INDIAN  TERRITORY,  1897. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Indian 
Territory  held  its  Eighth  Annual  Convocation  at  Purcell,  Chick¬ 
asaw  Nation,  Indian  Territory,  commencing  November  3,  A.  D., 
1897,  A.  I.  2427,  9  o’clock,  A.M. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  N.  B.  Maxey  delivered  the  annual 
address.  He  says  : 

“  In  August,  1896,  our  last  Convocation,  we  changed  the  time  for  holding 
our  Annual  Convocation  from  August  to  November.  This  has  given  your 
present  Grand  Officers  a  term  of  fifteen  months.” 

And  goes  on  to  say  that: 

“  The  general  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  within  our  Jurisdiction  is 
healthful  and  encouraging,  and  while  the  amount  of  work  done  may  not 
come  up  to  that  of  former  years,  yet  what  has  been  done  has  been  done 
well,  and  only  ‘  good  work,  true  work  and  square  work  has  been  received.’  ” 

Under  “decisions,”  he  says: 

'  # 

“  During  the  past  Capitular  year  I  have  had  occasion  to  render  but  one 
decision  that  is  worthy  of  being  reported  to  this  Grand  body,  and  I  submit 
the  same  for  your  consideration  : 

“  Question  :  Can  you  elect  a  Companion  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  who 
has  not  served  as  King  or  Scribe  ? 

“  Answer  :  Yes.  There  is  nothing  in  the  general  Capitular  law  that  pro¬ 
hibits  any  Companion  from  being  elected  High  Priest  of  his  Chapter,  and 
our  Grand  Chapter  has  not  placed  any  limitation  on  or  any  qualification 
for  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter.” 
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From  Comp.  J.  S.  Murrow  we  have  a  readable  Report  on 
Foreign  Correspondence.  At  a  first  glance  the  pages  look  like 
extracts  from  Victor  Hugo’s  novels,  with  their  short  sentences 
and  epigrammatic  characteristics. 

Pennsylvania  has  escaped  notice,  doubtless  because  our  Pro¬ 
ceedings  did  not  reach  the  reviewer. 

And  this  is  his  conclusion : 

“  We  have  reached  the  end  of  our  labor  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 
It  has  been  written  in  the  midst  of  other  cares  and  labors.  An  hour  here 
and  another  there.  No  time  for  consecutive  thought  and  work.  How 
like  my  life  !  It  has  belonged  to  every  one  else  rather  than  myself.  With 
an  earnest  prayer  for  God’s  blessing  upon  every  Reporter  and  every  Com¬ 
panion.” 

A  life  inspired  by  love  must  necessarily  be  a  life  of  service. 
In  the  prayer  of  the  Chaplain  of  Illinois  he  implores,  “may 
brotherly  love  continue  and  may  we  so  dwell  together  in  unity 
and  with  mutual  fraternal  services ,  etc.”  To  live  thus  is  to 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Great  Master. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  George  Henry  Bruce. 

R.  E.  Grand  Secretary ,  Joseph  Samuel  Murrow. 


INDIAN  TERRITORY,  1898. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Indian 
Territory  held  its  Ninth  Annual  Convocation  at  South  McAl- 
ester,  Indian  Territory,  commencing  Tuesday,  September  13, 
1898,  A. I.  2428,  10  o’clock,  A.M. 

Most  Excellent  George  H.  Bruce  presented  the  annual 
address,  which  was  exceedingly  brief;  yet  he  gives  one  im¬ 
portant  item  of  news  which  we  hail  with  pleasure.  He  says: 

-  * 

“  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Indian  Territory  is  gathering  funds  and  placing 
them  in  a  bank  for  the  purpose  of  building,  some  time  in  the  future  (we 
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trust  in  the  near  future)  a  Home  for  the  widows  and  orphan  children  of 
poor  and  worthy  Masons  of  this  jurisdiction.  Companions,  ought  not  the 
Grand  and  Subordinate  Chapters  of  Indian  and  Oklahoma  Territories  take 
a  part  in  this  worthy  object  ?  I  commend  it  to  your  favorable  considera¬ 
tion.” 

But  even  though  they  as  yet  have  no  home  they  look  after 
the  homeless,  for— 

“  The  Grand  Secretary  read  several  communications  for  the  information 
of  the  Grand  Chapter.” 

One : 

“  Was  in  respect  to  an  orphan  son  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Walter  N. 
Evans,  who  is  reported  without  a  home. 

“  On  motion  of  Companion  Z.  T.  Walrond  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  look  after  this  little  boy.  The  Grand  High  Priest  appointed  Companions 
Z.  T.  Walrond,  N.  B.  Maxey  and  W.  P.  Blake,  the  High  Priest  of  Tahle- 
quah  Chapter,  as  this  committee.” 

Companion  J.  S.  Murrow  presents  the  Report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence.  It  is  brief,  but  to  the  point  and  meaty. 

Pennsylvania  is  fraternally  reviewed.  He  opens  in  this 
manner: 

“  A  great  State — a  Grand  Order,  with  large  proceedings.  How  can  this 
poor  servant  attempt  a  review  ?  We  open,  and  Companion  Richard  M. 
Johnson’s  genial  face  greets  us,  and  as  we  catch  a  glimpse  of  his  pleasant 
office  on  the  first  page  we  understand  at  once,  one  reason  at  least,  of  his 
cheerfulness.  And  we  also  know  that  he  is  hospitable,  for  couches  and 
chairs  are  thrown  in  in  abundance.  Further  on  comes  a  cut  of  the  beau¬ 
tiful  ‘  Masonic  Home.’  Ah  :  that  is  one  of  the  aspirations  of  Indian  Ter¬ 
ritory.” 

✓ 

He  says  of  our  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence: 

“  The  report  is  a  valuable  one,  gleaning  as  it  does,  the  choicest  bits  of 
knowledge  from  each  Jurisdiction  reviewed.  But — alas  that  there  should 
be  a  ‘  but  ’  in  reviewing  Colorado.  Commenting  at  some  length  upon  the 
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Grand  Chapter’s  position  in  regard  to  the  temperance  question,  the  writer 
says  :  ‘  Freemasonry  is  not  a  total  abstinence  society,  nor  can  it  suppress 
the  liquor  business,  and  we  think  had  better  let  it  alone.’  Oh,  Companion, 
think  well  before  such  cowardly  advice  is  given.  Because  an  evil  cannot 
be  overcome  at  once,  is  that  sufficient  reason  for  doing  nothing  to  mitigate 
the  evil  ?  We  hope  Companion  Henderson  will  carefully  consider  the 
unanimous  action  taken  by  the  Indian  Territory  Master  Masons  at  their 
last  annual  communication.  Surely  no  Mason  would  wish  to  bring  upon 
himself  the  ‘  woe  ’  which  surely  comes  to  him  who  puts  the  ‘  cup  to  his 
brother’s  lips.’  Masonry  is  ever  a  loser  when  a  wine  bibber  gains  admis¬ 
sion  to  her  Temples.  We  count  physical  perfection  of  great  importance  ; 
how  much  more  important  the  moral  qualifications.  Get  on  the  right  side, 
noble  Pennsylvania  !” 

> 

“  Faithful  are  the  wounds  of  a  friend.” 

Thank  you  for  this  under  Virginia : 

“  The  Grand  High  Priest,  during  his  term  of  office,  issued  an  edict  de¬ 
nying  admission  to  Virginia  Chapters,  members  of  Pennsylvania  Chapters. 
This  edict  was  set  aside  by  the  Grand  Chapter  and  harmony  declared.,  for 
which  we  rejoice.  The  trouble  arose  over  the  ‘  Test  Oath.’ 

Philip  Colfax  Rosenbaum,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
Joseph  Samuel  Murrow,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


IOWA. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Iowa  convened  in  its  Forty-Fifth  Annual  Convocation  in  the 
hall  of  Iowa  Chapter,  No.  1,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  at  Burling¬ 
ton,  la.,  the  25th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1898,  at  10  o’clock,  a.  m. 

Companion  I.  P.  Wilson,  High  Priest  of  Iowa  Chapter,  No. 
1,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  addressed  the  Grand  Chapter  on  behalf 
of  the  Companions  of  the  city  of  Burlington,  from  which  we 
quote : 

“  We  welcome  you  to  the  old  territorial  capital — the  ‘  Orchard  City  ’ — 
the  home  and  last  resting-place  of  Black  Hawk  ;  and  if  we  had  the  time 
we  should  like  to  take  you  to  a  mighty  ledge  of  rocks  just  below  the  citv, 
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where  the  old  chieftain  and  his  red  warriors  used  to  shelter  themselves  and 
slake  their  thirst  from  a  living  spring  that  bubbles  up  from  the  deep  recesses 
of  the  cave,  and  is  still  known  as  ‘  Black  Hawk  Spring.’ 

“  We  should  like  to  give  you  an  opportunity,  while  down  there,  of  visit¬ 
ing  Crapo  Park,  the  Coliseum,  and,  if  you  love  excitement,  we  should  like 
to  have  you  ‘  shoot  the  chutes.’ 

“We  should  like  to  show  you  our  beautiful  scenery,  our  manufacturing 
interests,  and  other  places  of  attraction,  but  we  realize  that  the  weighty 
affairs  of  this  Grand  Chapter  are  such  that  we  must  forego,  to  a  great 
extent,  that  pleasure.” 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  William  D.  Irvine  delivered  his 
annual  address.  He  says: 

“  The  past  year  has  been  one  of  continued  prosperity.  So  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  learn,  peace  and  harmony  prevail  throughout  the  Jurisdiction. 
While  our  growth  during  the  year  1897  has  not  been  as  large  as  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  let  us  hope  that  the  accessions  to  our  membership  may  be  of 
the  kind  that  will  bring  credit  to  our  Order.  At  the  present  time  there  are 
one  hundred  and  twenty  chartered  Chapters  and  two  working  under  dis¬ 
pensation,  with  a  total  membership  of  more  than  seven  thousand  five  hun¬ 
dred.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  Grand  Secretary  again 
reports  that  every  one  of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  Chapters  has  made 
its  annual  returns,  which  is  indicative  of  the  zeal  and  enthusiasm  that  is  to 
be  found  in  all  parts  of  our  State.” 

They  have  troubles  of  their  own  in  Iowa.  He  further  says: 

“  Early  in  June  I  received  from  Davenport  Chapter,  No.  16,  a  copy  of 
their  existing  By-Laws,  with  a  slip  containing  some  proposed  amendments, 
the  latter  of  which  I  was  asked  to  approve. 

“  On  examining  the  amendments  I  noticed  that  Article  I,  Section  2, 
reads  :  ‘  The  Chapter  shall  consist  of  a  High  Priest,  King  and  Scribe 
(known  as  the  council),  who,  by  virtue  of  their  office,  shall  constitute  the 
Finance  Committee.’  Then,  after  enumerating  other  officers,  it  further 
reads,  *  and  a  Board  of  three  Trustees  ;’  but  it  does  not  state  that  this 
Board  either  shall  or  may  consist  of  the  High  Priest,  King  and  Scribe. 
Section  4,  paragraph  5,  of  Article  III,  defining  the  duties  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  reads  that  they  shall  ‘  take  all  obligations  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Chapter  in  the  name  of  the  Chapter.’ 

“In  this  I  could  see  a  possible  conflict  with  Section  212  of  our  Code, 
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which  defines  the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  be  elected  by  each 
chartered  Chapter  at  its  annual  Convocation,  and  which  reads  as  follows  : 

“  ‘  Such  Board  of  Trustees  have  full  control  over  the  funds  and  property 
of  their  Chapter,  may  negotiate  loans  for  their  Chapter,  make  purchase  of 
property  and  generally  hold  in  trust  the  property  of  the  Chapter  for  its 
use  and  benefit,  and  do  all  acts  legitimate  and  proper  as  the  Chapter  may 
direct.’ 

“Article  I,  Section  2,  of  Davenport  Chapter’s  By-Laws  specifically  states 
that  the  Finance  Committee  shall  consist  of  the  High  Priest,  King  and 
Scribe. 

“  In  the  event  of  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  amendments,  and  the 
election  by  that  Chapter  of  a  Board  of  Trustees  other  than  the  three  officers 
mentioned  (and  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  such  a  state  of  affairs),  there 
would  naturally  be  a  conflict  of  authority.  For  this  reason  I  withheld 
approval  of  Section  4,  paragraph  5,  of  Article  III,  and  so  notified  Daven¬ 
port  Chapter,  at  the  same  time  stating  that  I  would  present  the  matter  at 
this  Convocation  for  such  action  as  you  may  deem  advisable  in  the 
premises.” 

Have  yon  no  Committee  on  By-Laws  in  Iowa  ? 

Iowa  R.  A.  Masons  seem  to  be  “  up  and  up,”  for,  re  decisions, 
we  have  the  following : 

“  As  time  advances  it  becomes  more  apparent  that  the  officers  of  our 
Chapters  are  devoting  more  time  to  the  study  of  our  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws,  wherein  can  be  found  all  the  law  that  is  necessary  for  the  proper 
government  of  their  Chapters.  This  gratifying  state  of  affairs  is  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  the  calls  on  your  Grand  High  Priest  for  decisions  during 
the  past  year  have  not  been  numerous.  The  few  that  have  been  sent  to 
me  were  of  such  an  unimportant  nature  as  not  to  warrant  any  specific  men¬ 
tion  of  them  at  this  time.” 

We  also  note  the  following  plea  for  less  haste.  He  says: 

“  My  somewhat  lengthy  experience  in  Masonry  has  forced  upon  me  the- 
conviction  that  as  a  rule  there  is  too  much  haste  in  conferring  degrees  on 
candidates  who  have  a  laudable  ambition  to  search  for  more  light  in 
Masonry  than  they  can  find  in  the  Symbolic  degrees.  To  such  an  extent 
is  this  practiced  that  I  consider  it  is  time  an  effort  was  being  made  to  check 
it.  Under  our  present  system  there  is  nothing  but  the  black-ball  to  prevent 
a  candidate  for  the  mysteries  of  Masonry  to  be  so  rushed  through  the 
various  branches  of  our  Order  that  by  the  time  he  reaches  the  pinnacle  of 
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his  ambition,  whether  it  be  to  be  entitled  to  wear  a  uniform,  or  an  eagle 
with  two  heads,  or  only  a  modest  little  keystone,  he  has  such  a  confused 
recollection  of  what  he  has  passed  through  that  if  called  upon  to  prove 
himself  to  be  a  Mason  he  would  be  fortunate  if  he  were  able  to  tell  by  what 
means  he  first  gained  an  entrance  into  a  Lodge  or  the  difference  between 
the  wages  of  a  Fellowcraft  and  a  Mark  Master.  If  there  be  nothing  more 
in  Masonry  to  a  candidate  than  the  ceremony  of  taking  the  degrees,  then 
this  system  is  just  what  he  wants  ;  but  it  is  not  desirable  for  any  one  who 
wishes  to  study  the  beautiful  symbolism  of  Masonry,  who  realizes  the  full 
import  of  all  ceremonies,  and  who  does  not  act  as  though  the  sole  object  of 
his  ambition  was  to  see  how  many  degrees  he  can  take  in  a  given  space  of 
time.  The  candidate  who  advances  slowly,  who  takes  time  to  study  as  he 
progresses,  and  who  becomes  proficient  in  the  beautiful  work  and  lectures 
of  the  several  degrees  through  which  he  has  passed,  will  invariably  make 
a  better  Mason,  and  consequently  a  better  man,  than  the  one  who  rushes 
through  on  the  limited  express  route. 

“  It  is  no  uncommon  experience  to  find  a  young  Mason  inquiring  the  time 
of  the  next  meeting  of  a  Chapter,  with  a  view  of  petitioning  the  same, 
before  he  can  tell  what  induced  him  to  become  a  Master  Mason.  Fre¬ 
quently  I  have  seen  signatures  affixed  to  petitions  to  a  Commandery  before 
the  applicants  have  signed  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Chapter 
that  had  barely  finished  the  ceremony  of  exalting  them  to  the  august  and 
sublime  degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason.  There  is  but  one  way  to  check  this 
evil  of  undue  haste,  and  that  is  by  legislation.  I  would  therefore  recom¬ 
mend  that  a  law  be  passed  requiring  a  Master  Mason  who  petitions  a 
Chapter  in  this  Jurisdiction  to  have  been  a  Master  Mason  at  least  six 
months  prior  to  the  date  of  his  petition.  Such  a  law  would,  in  my  opinion, 
be  productive  of  much  good  to  both  Lodges  and  Chapters.” 

That  veteran  reviewer,  Comp.  Thomas  R.  Ercanbrack,  pre¬ 
sents  the  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

Like  Silas  Wegg  he  “drops  into  poetry,”  but  makes  no  extra 
charge  therefor. 

Pennsylvania  passed  under  his  critical  eye.  He  opens  in  this 
strain : 

“  A  beautiful  volume  lies  before  this  committee.  The  shining  cover  is 
lifted  and  the  well-appointed  office  of  the  High  Priest  appears  on  the  view. 
Method  and  thoroughness  are  strongly  apparent.  Then  the  smiling  face 
of  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  1897-1898, 
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greets  the  committee  so  cordially  that  were  that  face  a  woman’s  it  would 
promptly  feel  the  pressure  of  a  holy  kiss.  Further  on  are  to  be  seen  the 
artistic  representation  of  the  most  sacred  and  blessed  ‘  Masonic  Home  of 
Pennsylvania.’  The  officers  of  nearly  all  the  Pennsylvania  Chapters  were 
reasonably  busy  last  year  in  imparting  Masonic  light  and  knowledge.  Xo 
less  than  one  thousand  and  nine  chose  a  mark  by  which  their  work  might 
be  known  and  paid  for,  and  the  present  enrollment  of  seventeen  thousand 
five  hundred  and  forty-one  is  an  excess  of  five  hundred  and  thirty-four 
over  any  other  reported  membership. 

“  Profoundest  peace  pervades  Pennsylvania.  The  three  quarterly  Con¬ 
vocations  were  three  quiet  love-feasts,  and  Iowa’s  Representative,  Joshua 
L.  Lyte,  attended  two  of  them,  and  we  regret  that  he  was  absent  from  the 
annual.  On  St.  John’s  day,  at  Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  the  Most 
Excellent  Richard  M.  Johnson  read  the  one  hundred  and  second  annual 
message  before  a  magnificent  assembly  of  Royal  Arch  Masons.” 

% 

Further  on  he  says: 

“  The  business  of  these  Pennsylvania  Convocations  seems  to  consist  in 
smiling,  hand-shaking  and  friendly  conversations.  The  reports  are  all  brief 
and  pointed,  and  no  one  objects  to  anything  contained  in  them. 

“  But  whatever  is  lacking  in  speech-making  at  the  Convocations  is  fully 
supplied  by  the  five  learned  writers  on  the  correspondence  report.  It  con¬ 
sists  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  pages.  Truly  our  Pennsylvania  Com¬ 
panions  manifest  great  interest  in  the  affairs  of  other  Jurisdictions,  even 
though  they  do  not  participate  in  the  deliberations  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter. 

“The  Iowa  Proceedings  of  1897  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  Stockton 
Bates,  and  he  digested  them  thoroughly.” 


Further  still  we  find  this  in  concluding  his  agreeable  review 
of  Pennsylvania: 

“  We  cannot  find  the  Pennsylvania  pay-roll,  but  we  infer  that  of  each  one 
of  these  correspondence  writers  may  be  said — 

“  ‘  That  man  is  great,  and  he  alone, 

Who  serves  a  greatness  not  his  own, 

For  neither  praise  nor  pelf ; 

Content  to  know  and  be  unknown, 

Whole  in  himself.’ 
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Pay  Roll !  Comp.  Ercanbrack  !  Bless  you !  There  is  no  pay 
roll.  We  do  it  all  for  love — all  for  love. 

Under  Virginia,  anent  our  little  difference  with  our  dear  and 
valued  Old  Dominion  State: 

“  We  learn  from  these  Proceedings  that  Cerneauism  is  still  in  existence, 
and  a  source  of  disturbance.  The  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  several  years  ago  declared  members  of  Cerneau  bodies  clandestine 
Masons,  and  forbid  the  privilege  of  visitation  to  all  such  in  any  of  the 
Lodges  or  Chapters  of  that  Jurisdiction.  A  Virginia  Cerneau,  desiring  to 
visit  a  Pennsylvania  Chapter,  and  refusing  to  take  that  part  of  the  test  oath 
concerning  clandestine  Masons,  was  caused  to  retire.  He  filed  his  com¬ 
plaint  with  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Virginia.  This  was  followed  by  a  long 
correspondence,  ending  up  with  an  edict  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  in  which  he  did  ‘  abrogate,  cancel,  sever  and  set  aside  all  or  any 
further  fraternal  relations  or  communications  with  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania  and  its  constituents.’  But  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia  did 
not  sustain  its  chief.” 


Dear  Comp.  Ercanbrack,  how  you  warm  us  toward  you. 

“  Companion  reviewers,  gladly  would  I  see  you  all  assembled  in  my  din¬ 
ing-room.  It  is  long  and  wide  enough  to  hold  so  amiable  a  company  of 
gentlemen.  Then,  perhaps,  by  the  reinforcement  of  wife  and  hospitality  I 
could  manifest  in  some  faint  degree  the  love  and  gratitude  towards  you  that 
has  been  accumulating  in  my  heart  during  the  last  dozen  years. 

“  Methinks  of  late  that  you  are  less  critical,  and  that  all  sarcasm  has 
fallen  into  desuetude  among  you  ;  also,  it  occurs  to  me  that  you  all  agree  in 
sentiment  with  Dryden  : 

“  ‘  Great  wits  are  sure  to  madness  near  allied, 

And  thin  partitions  do  their  bounds  divide.’ 

“  ’Tis  well.  An  abundance  of  wit  may  be  indulged  in  by  literary  youths, 
but  as  the  head  becomes  silvered  o’er,  how  rich  in  meaning  sound  the  words 
of  the  revised  version  of  what  St.  Paul  wrote — 

“  ‘  But  now  abideth  faith,  hope,  love,  these  three  ;  and  the  greatest  of  these  is 
love.’ 
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Would  we  could  stretch  our  legs  under  your  mahogany.  Our 
imagination  conjures  up  a  picture  of  unalloyed  bliss,  for  “now 
abideth  faith,  hope,  love,  but  the  greatest  of  these  is  LOVE.” 

Comp.  William  Fiske  Cleveland,  Harlan,  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest . 

Comp.  Alfred  Wingate,  Des  Moines,  R.  E.  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary. 


KANSAS. 

The  Grand  Chapter  convened  in  its  Thirty-Third  Annual 
Convocation  in  the  City  of  Wichita,  in  the  Auditorium,  on  Mon¬ 
day,  February  14,  1898,  at  3  o’clock,  p.m. 

We  are  told  that — 

“  The  E.  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host  congregated,  and  after  the  usual 
precautions,  he  instructed  the  Grand  Secretary  to  call  the  roll  of  chapters, 
when  it  appeared  that  a  constitutional  number  was  in  attendance.” 

The  italics  are  ours  and  we  “  want  to  know.”  This  word  is 
new  to  us  in  its  above  mode  of  use  and  context.  Along  with 
“  team”  and  “  class  ”  we  would  like  to  see  it  relegated  to  the 
limbo  of  disuse. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  Charles  E.  Monell,  presented  the 
annual  address. 

He  says: 

“  I  greet  you  with  the  tidings  that  for  once  we  assemble  with  our  official 
ranks  unbroken.  This  Grand  Jurisdiction  has  been  most  graciously  spared 
from  the  hand  of  death  ;  none  of  our  Grand  Officers,  either  past  or  present, 
have  been  called  hence.” 

A  little  further  on  we  learn  from  this  address  that — 

“  The  annual  returns  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters  show  a  falling  off  in 
membership — the  deadly  non-payment  of  dues  largely  to  blame.  Am  afraid 
that  the  Secretary  is  frequently  responsible.  A  cashier  or  clerk  dislikes  to  ask 
customers  for  their  dues  for  fear  of  offending  them,  and  frequently  does  not 
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have  the  necessary  time  to  devote  to  Chapter  work.  I  would  suggest  that 
the  Secretaries  be  urged  to  make  special  efforts  in  collecting,  and  further, 
that  the  Chapters  make  rebates,  concessions  to  those  who  are  behind  in  their 
payments ;  better  for  the  Chapters  to  take  part  pay  than  to  lose  all,  better 
for  the  Craft  to  have  delinquents  kept  in  line  and  those  suspended  restored 
to  full  membership.” 

Comp.  Jacob  DeWitt  presents  the  Report  on  Foreign  Cor¬ 
respondence. 

Under  Alabama  we  quote, 

“  We  find  mention  of  official  visitation  by  him  and  by  the  R.  E.  Grand 
Secretary,  when  they  had  teams  in  hand.  We  very  much  dislike  the  use 
of  that  term,  but  we  do  heartily  commend  the  visitations,” 

because  his  dislike  for  the  word  “team”  finds  an  echo  in 
our  own  hearts.  Why  “team?”  Why  not  “tandem,”  but, 
best  of  all,  why  not  “work?”  “Work”  is  a  good  old  Masonic 
word.  In  the  forests  of  Lebanon  and  the  quarries  of  Zeredatha 
the  Craftsmen  worked.  The  Craftsmen  from  the  quarries 
brought  work  for  the  Temple.  It  is  work  we  do  in  every 
degree  in  Freemasonry.  Those  who  traveled  from  Babylon  to 
Jerusalem  labored  in  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Temple. 

Pennsylvania  for  1896  is  quite  exhaustively  reviewed.  He 
mentions  gracefully  the  work  of  Comp.  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  quotes 
him  freely,  and  also  quotes  Comps.  Henderson  and  Africa.  He 
concurs  with  Comp.  Joshua  L.  Lyte  in  one  of  his  opinions 
under  New  York. 

M.  E.  Aaron  H.  Connett,  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  J  a  cob  DeWitt,  Grand  Secretary. 

KENTUCKY,  1897. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  held 
its  Annual  Convocation  in  Masonic  Temple,  Louisville,  Ky., 
commencing  Tuesday,  October  19,  1897,  A.  I.  2427. 
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The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Comp.  Henry  Ranshaw  deliv¬ 
ered  the  annual  address. 

Inspired  by  the  pressure  brought  upon  him  to  issue  dispensa¬ 
tions  for  balloting  out  of  time,  he  says : 

“  Let  us  not  be  too  fast  in  making  Capitular  Masons.  It  is  well  ‘  to  hasten 
slowly.’  Some  of  the  correspondents,  commenting  upon  the  frequent  appli¬ 
cations  for  dispensations  to  ballot  out  of  time,  pointedly  ask  :  What  is  the 
haste  ?  What  is  ahead  ?  The  Commanderv  or  the  Shrine  ? 

j 

“  Zealous  Companions,  and  eloquent  Secretaries,  are  ever  ready  with  good 
reasons,  and  special  pleas,  for  the  granting  of  such  dispensations. 

“  While  I  believe  that  no  doubtful  material  has  been  received  into  our 
Masonic  structure,  I  fear  a  disabuse  of  the  right  may  eventually  follow  the 
too  free  granting  of  such  dispensations.  My  experience  teaches  me  that  not 
enough  time  is  taken  for  conferring  the  Chapter  degrees.  While  no  special 
time  need  be  fixed,  which  must  necessarily  elapse  between  any  two  degrees, 
yet  the  habit  of  conferring,  or  attempting  to  confer,  more  than  one  degree 
at  the  same  meeting  upon  the  same  candidate,  or  candidates,  should  not  be 
encouraged,  if  tolerated  at  all.  Occasionally  some  one  person  will  be  found 
who  will  grasp  the  teaching  of  a  degree,  and  seize  upon  the  secrets  imparted, 
at  one  Convocation,  but  the  one  will  be  the  exception  and  not  the  rule. 
The  majority  of  candidates  will  not,  in  a  single  session,  acquire  the  esoteric 
portions  of  one  degree,  much  less  those  of  two  or  more  degrees.  I  believe 
that  a  candidate  should  be  required  to,  satisfactorily  and  intelligently,  pass 
an  examination  in  each  degree  which  may  be  conferred  upon  him,  before 
he  be  permitted  to  advance  to  another  degree.  The  essentials  for  recogni¬ 
tion  and  visitation  in  each  degree,  should  be  required  of,  and  mastered  by, 
him.  By  such  course  Companions  would  be  greatly  benefited  and  in¬ 
structed,  the  reputation  of  Chapters  conferring  degrees  would  be  established, 
and  the  work  could,  and  would,  be  more  thoroughly  and  intelligently  done. 
Officers  would  become  more  thoroughly  equipped  for  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.” 

He  has  this  to  say  on  the  state  of  the  Craft,  every  word  of 
which  we  approve: 

“  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  Capitular  Masonry  is,  upon  the  whole, 
in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  that  the  reports  from  the  Subordinate  Chap¬ 
ters  testify  as  to  the  zeal  and  fidelity  of  the  Companions  throughout  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction.  In  some  instances  it  has  become  necessary  to  lop  off 
certain  branches  which  bore  no  fruit  and  which  injured  the  life  of  the 
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Masonic  trunk,  but  these  cases,  although  too  frequent,  have  not  been 
numerous. 

“  ‘  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them.’  The  Subordinate  Chapters  should 
at  all  times  promptly  respond  to  duty,  and  faithfully  discharge  the  obliga¬ 
tions  incurred  by  them  to  the  Grand  Chapter.  Individual  Companions 
should  no  less  promptly  discharge  the  duties  and  responsibilities  assumed 
by  them  upon  their  reception  among  the  Craftsmen.  Dues  of  members 
should  be  promptly  collected  by  the  Subordinate  Chapters,  and  Grand 
Chapter  dues  should,  just  as  promptly,  be  demanded  and  collected  from 
these  Chapters.  A  slow  collector  necessarily  makes  a  slow  paymaster.  It 
is  not  the  part  of  a  wise  business  man  to  accumulate  debts. 

“  He  who  meets  his  obligations  at  maturity  can  maintain  his  credit.  He 
who  anticipates  payment  of  his  bills,  and  secures  the  discount  thereon,  is 
already  adding  to  his  resources  and  becoming  financially  stronger. 

“  Business  principles  must  be  used  in  the  management  of  finances  apper¬ 
taining  to  the  Masonic  Bodies,  as  well  as  to  those  of  any  other  society, 
enterprise  or  association  of  men. 

“  Laws  are  made,  under  and  by  which  dues  must  be  paid  by  the  indi¬ 
vidual  member  of  a  Chapter.  These  should  be  rigidly  complied  with. 
When  such  is  not  the  case  the  law,  as  written  and  approved,  should  be 
promptly  enforced. 

“  Only  by  this  means  can  a  Chapter  be  just  to  the  delinquent  member 
and  to  those  who  cheerfully  and  regularly  discharge  Masonic  obligations. 
It  is  unfair  to  prompt-paying  members  for  a  Chapter  to  be  carrying  upon  its 
roll  of  membership  delinquents,  and  to  be  depleting  the  Chapter  treasury 
by  using  its  funds  to  pay  Grand  Chapter  dues  for  those  who  will  not  con¬ 
tribute  to  their  own  good  standing  in  the  Chapter,  or  aid  the  Chapter  in  dis¬ 
charging  its  obligations  to  the  Grand  Chapter.  If  a  Subordinate  Chapter 
will  collect  all  dues  owing  to  it  by  its  members,  it  will  never  get  behind  with 
the  Grand  Chapter  or  have  its  charter  arrested  for  failure  to  do  its  part  in 
supporting  and  maintaining  the  Grand  Chapter. 

“  If  a  Mason  will  not,  or  does  not,  when  able,  pay  his  dues  as  he  has 
solemnly  obligated  himself  to  do,  he  will  prove  only  an  expense  to  his 
Chapter,  and  impair  its  usefulness  and  prosperity.  A  number  of  such  men 
upon  the  rolls  of  a  Chapter  will  cause  its  weakness  and  ultimately  destroy 
its  life.” 

Kentuckians  are  justly  proud  of  their  Masonic  Home,  which 
we  are  told — 

“  .  .  .  .  is  now  in  a  most  flourishing  condition.  It  would  seem  that  the  trou¬ 
blesome  and  most  difficult  problem  of  securing  for  this  great  Masonic  Institu- 
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tion  the  proper  management  has  been  happily  solved  by  the  selection  of  our 
honored  and  esteemed  Companion,  P.  H.  Priest  Isaac  A.  Kelly  as  Superin¬ 
tendent.  Faithful  and  devoted  Masons,  imbued  with  a  great  measure 
of  the  greatest  of  virtues — love,  honest  and  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of 
every  duty,  without  compensation,  or  the  hope  of  earthly  fee  or  reward,  ad¬ 
minister  the  affairs  of  the  Home. 

“  Orphans  are  tenderly  cared  for,  the  sick  are  ministered  unto,  the  naked 
are  clothed,  the  hungry  are  fed,  the  thirsty  are  supplied  with  drink,  and  the 
widows  are  maintained. 

“  No  more  honorable  work  was  ever  undertaken.  No  more  noble  exam¬ 
ple  setting  forth,  in  actual  practice,  the  precepts  of  our  beloved  Order  could 
be  undertaken. 

“  May  the  prayers  of  all  friends  of  our  enterprise  be  fully  answered  !  Let 
us  so  work  for  our  Home  that  every  one  may  cry  out :  Peace  be  within  thy 
walls  ! 

“  May  prosperity  be  within  this  house,  and  may  this  Home  be  the  place 
of  virtue,  prudence,  mercy  and  love  ! 

“  Let  us  ever  work  and  labor  for  Our  Home. 

“  May  the  Giver  of  all  good  prosper  the  Institution  ! 

“  May  our  borders  be  enlarged  and  our  stakes  strengthened. 

“  Love  never  faileth — Love  contrived  the  plan — Therefore  the  Home  can 
never  fail.  It  must  abide  forever. 

“  The  effort  now  being  made  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky  to  secure 
an  Infirmary,  and  provide  a  Home  for  our  indigent  and  feeble  Brethren, 
should  receive  the  earnest  and  hearty  co-operation  and  support  of  every 
Mason  in  the  State. 

“  Let  us  do  our  part  to  secure  the  success  of  this  movement.” 

Comp.  James  W.  Staton  presents  the  Report  on  Foreign  Cor¬ 
respondence.  It  is  his  tenth. 

Pennsylvania  for  1896  is  fully  and  fraternally  reviewed. 

Comp.  Staton  has  our  most  heartfelt  sympathies  in  his  great 
loss.  So  far  as  words  can  go  we  would  assuage  his  grief,  for  we 
echo  the  words  of  his  conclusion,  which  are : 

“  To  our  Companions  of  the  Guild  we  have  nothing  but  the  kindest  feel¬ 
ing  for  each,  and  we  thank  them  for  the  many  kind  words  of  approval.  If 
at  any  time  we  have  appeared  harsh  or  unkind  it  was  not  intended,  for  from 
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the  bottom  of  our  heart  we  love  each  and  every  one  with  whom  we  have 
been  associated  in  the  Guild. 

“  To  one  and  all  we  bid  you  a  loving  farewell  till  next  time.” 

James  W.  Hopper,  Louisville,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest „ 
Henry  B.  Grant,  Louisville,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


KENTUCKY,  1898. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  held 
its  Annual  Convocation  in  Masonic  Temple,  Louisville,  Ky., 
commencing  Tuesday,  October  18,  1898,  A.  I.  2428. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Comp.  James  W.  Hopper  presented 
his  annual  address. 

Re  his  dispensations,  he  says: 

“A  large  part  of  the  correspondence  which  has  devolved  upon  me 
officially  has  been  in  response  to  applications  for  dispensations  to  ballot 
upon  petitions  and  to  confer  degrees  out  of  time.  While  I  agree  with  my 
predecessors  that  there  ought  to  be  due  deliberation  in  the  conferment  of 
our  degrees,  I  have  felt  constrained  to  grant  all  the  applications  of  this  sort 
that  have  reached  me.  The  power  is  given  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Craft.  While  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  necessity  for 
their  dispensations  has  often  been  due  to  negligence,  yet  it  is  practically  im¬ 
possible  for  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  make  an  investigation  in  each  case  to 
determine  whether  the  reasons  assigned  are  well  founded.  For  this  reason 
I  have  thought  it  best  to  assume  that  the  Subordinate  Chapter  is  the  best 
judge  of  the  necessity,  and  to  respond  to  its  request  when  favorably  made, 
but  in  all  cases  requiring  a  compliance  with  the  law  with  reference  to  giving 
the  proper  notice  to  all  the  members.  If  the  Grand  Chapter  should  be  satis¬ 
fied  that  this  power  given  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  inexpedient,  it  has  the 
right  to  say  so  by  a  constitutional  amendment.  While  the  law  remains  as 
it  is  at  present,  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  distinguish  between  the  merits  of 
different  applications. 

Speaking  of  their  Masonic  Home,  he  says: 

“  It  is  not  in  order  to  close  any  annual  address  without  a  reference  to 
our  Widows’  and  Orphans’  Home,  so  dear  to  all  our  hearts.  It  is  the 
ripened  fruit  of  Masonic  charity,  organized  and  reduced  to  a  system.  I  am 
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informed  that  the  Home  during  the  past  year  has  been  prosperous.  It  is 
necessary  to  remember,  however,  that  the  real  foundation  of  that  home  is 
laid  in  the  hearts  of  the  Masons  of  Kentucky,  and  that  it  deserves  and 
should  receive  our  untiring  care  and  attention.” 

Comp.  James  W.  Staton,  as  usual,  presents  the  Report  on 
Foreign  Correspondence. 

Under  Colorado  we  clip  the  following: 

“  From  his  report  it  seems  that  the  beautiful  Masonic  Temple  at  Denver 
is  in  danger  of  being  sold  from  its  original  intention,  on  account  of  finances 
to  meet  its  obligation.  Such  seems  to  be  the  fate  of  most  of  the  Temple 
enterprises  on  this  continent,  and  but  few,  if  any,  have  found  their  way  out 
of  debt,  except  by  extraordinary  taxation  on  the  subordinate  bodies.” 

% 

And  now,  O  Brother  Staton!  What  about  “The  Masonic 
Temple  ”  in  Philadelphia?  It  never  had  any  other  source  of 
revenue  except  the  fraternity.  Its  precincts  have  never  been 
profaned  by  the  money-changers  or  sellers  of  doves.  It  is 
devoted  exclusivelv  and  entirely  from  “turret  to  foundation 
stone  ”  to  the  uses  of  the  fraternity.  Its  debt  has  been 
periodically  reduced  until  it  now  is  well  within  control  and  will 
ultimately  be  extinguished,  and  withal  there  has  never  been  a 
mortgage  or  other  lien  against  it;  the  bonds,  representing  the 
debt,  having  the  greatest  of  all  security,  the  pledge  of  the  Free¬ 
masons’  word  for  their  payment. 

Under  Maine  we  clip  the  following: 

“In  the  celebrated  Cerneau  fight  in  Kentucky  in  1891,  in  which  this 
writer  took  a  prominent  part  there  was  one  good  thing  grew  out  of  that  con¬ 
troversy  besides  the  virtual  suppression  of  Cerneauism  in  Kentucky,  and 
that  was  the  position  assumed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  was  requirement 
of  the  so-called  higher  degree  bodies  to  amend  their  Constitutions  requiring 
affiliation  in  a  Blue  Lodge  as  prerequisite  to  membership  in  their  respective 
Bodies,  and  a  refusal  to  have  done  so  would  have  resulted  in  all  recognition 
of  the  so-called  higher  bodies  being  withdrawn  by  Grand  Lodge,  as  it  had 
perfect  right  to  do.  Our  views  are  too  well  known  on  this  subject,  having 
given  expression  to  them  in  too  many  places  in  previous  reports  to  take  the 
time  and  space  to  define  them  again.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  we  are  unaltera- 
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bly  opposed  to  any  man  boasting  of  the  number  of  degrees  in  Masonry  he 
has  attained,  and  parading  great  watch  charms  and  immense  rings  on  his 
hand,  and  get  demitted  from  the  very  body  which  laid  the  foundation  for 
him  to  wear  all  this  great  show,  and  refusing  to  contribute  a  cent  to  aid  in 
sustaining  the  crowning  glory  of  Masonry,  which  is  charity,  we  think  ought 
to  be  demitted  all  along  the  line.  We  have  no  patience  with  a  man  who 
boasts  of  being  Knight  Templar,  or  a  320  or  330  Scottish  Rite  Mason,  and 
yet  not  contributing  a  cent  to  aid  in  sustaining  a  Masonic  Widows’  and 
Orphans’  Home,  when  the  chief  sustainance  of  those  Homes  come  from 
Blue  Masonry  sources.” 

Under  Michigan  we  find  anent  decisions: 

“  Most  of  which  were  decided  under  local  statue.  One  of  which  was  ren¬ 
dered  on  the  question  of  suspension  by  a  Blue  Lodge,  as  to  how  notice  of 
such  suspension  is  to  be  obtained  by  the  Chapter.  Under  a  law  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky,  Lodges  are  required  to  certify  suspensions  in 
Lodge  to  the  nearest  Chapter.  And  the  same  character  of  law  prevails  in 
Grand  Chapter  as  relates  to  Commanderies  of  Knights  Templar.  Another 
decision  was  that  a  demit  from  another  Jurisdiction  must  have  the  seal  of 
the  Chapter  certifying  the  same  before  it  can  be  received  in  a  Chapter  of  his 
own  Jurisdiction.  Yes,  and  he  might  have  gone  further  and  said,  that  the 
seal  of  the  Chapter  must  be  attached,  whether  in  or  out  of  the  Jurisdiction, 
because  that  is  the  only  way  to  give  validity  to  official  documents.” 

Pennsylvania  for  1897  is  reviewed  and  the  types  make  him 
allude  to  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Johnson,  as  Grand  High  Priest, 
Companion  Richard  M.  Taylor. 

He  thinks  the  address  of  Comp.  Johnson  “a  well  prepared 
business  paper,  largely  of  local  interest,  but  has  paid  this  writer 
good  interest  for  the  time  taken  in  reading  it  from  end  to  end, 
visitations  and  all.” 

We  clip  the  following  with  our  hearty  approval: 

“We  do  not  believe  in  ‘  drumming’  for  any  of  the  departments  of  Ma¬ 
sonry,  but  a  proper  explanation  of  the  object  and  aims  of  Capitular  Masonry, 
without  soliciting,  might  induce  many  Master  Masons  to  seek  that  branch 
of  Masons  for  the  beauties  thereof  rather  than  as  a  stepping  stone  to  the 
Commandery.” 
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He  says: 

1  » 

“An  excellent  Report  on  Correspondence,  covering  one  hundred  and 
ninety-one  pages  of  the  record,  was  prepared  by  the  committee,  headed  by 
Companion  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  Past  Grand  High  Priest.  The  work  of 
preparation  was  distributed  among  the  members  of  the  Committee,  in  which 
about  an  equal  number  of  Jurisdictions  was  distributed  to  each  member  of 
the  Committee.  The  Proceedings  of  Kentucky  were  assigned  to  Companion 
Stockton  Bates,  but  it  seems  our  Kentucky  proceedings  did  not  make  con¬ 
nection,  consequently  we  have  no  notice.  Nevertheless,  we  have  had  much 
pleasure  in  the  examination  of  the  interesting  paper  before  us.  We  hope 
for  better  success  next  time  as  relate  to  Kentucky  Proceedings.” 

As  will  be  seen  above,  the  Proceedings  of  Kentucky  for  1897 
did  not  reach  us  in  time,  but  these  are  now  reviewed. 

Under  Virginia  we  clip  the  following  re  our  little  difference 
with  that  noble  Jurisdiction: 

“  He  issued  an  edict  severing  fraternal  relations  with  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Pennsylvania  because  of  a  test  oath  required  of  all  visitors  from  any 
Jurisdiction,  which  grew  out  of  the  Cerneau  fraud  ;  and  because  of  the 
refusal  to  admit  visitors  from  the  Jurisdiction  of  Virginia  who  refused  to  take 
such  test  oath.  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  are  both  independent  of  any 
other  Grand  Bodies,  as  relates  to  the  Capitular  branch  of  Masonry.  Each 
Jurisdiction  has  the  right  to  make  such  rules  and  regulations  as  relates  to 
visitors  as  it  chooses  to  make.  If  this  writer  was  aware  that  any  edict  re¬ 
quiring  any  test  oath  which  he  could  not  freely  subscribe  to  was  in  existence 
in  any  Jurisdiction,  he  would  certainly  leave  that  Jurisdiction  severely  alone. 
As  to  the  Cerneau  question  we  have  heretofore  too  freely  discussed  it  not  to 
be  understood  where  we  stand,  and  we  do  not  propose  to  enter  on  its  dis¬ 
cussion  again.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  it  is  a  first-class  fraud,  and  a  blight  on 
Masonry  wherever  it  has  made  its  appearance  ;  hence  the  action  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Bodies.” 

William  R.  Johnson,  Louisville,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
Henry  B.  Grant,  Louisville,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 
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LOUISIANA. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana  convened  in  Masonic  Hall,  New  Orleans, 
Tuesday,  February  15,  1898,  at  12  o’clock,  m. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Robert  H.  Cage,  delivered 
the  annual  address. 

He  says: 

“  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  there  has  been  no  surrender  of  any  charter, 
and  while  no  new  Chapters  have  been  organized,  yet  all  of  the  Chapters  in 
this  Jurisdiction  are  in  good  condition  both  numerically  and  financially,  and 
the  true  spirit  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  pervades  all  of  the  Chapters,  and  fer¬ 
vency  and  zeal  continues  unabated.” 

He  ruled: 

“  That  dual  membership  is  prohibited  by  the  law  of  the  Grand  Chapter.” 

And  adds: 

“  I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  this  Grand  Chapter  to  the  fact 
that  this  question  of  dual  membership,  like  Banquo’s  ghost,  ‘  will  not  down  ’ 
until  a  quietus  is  placed  upon  it  by  a  resolution  of  this  Grand  Chapter 
requiring  members  organizing  a  new  Chapter  to  pay  dues  to  their  Chapters 
and  take  a  demit,  thus  avoiding  any  future  complications.  This  I  strongly 
recommend  to  your  careful  consideration.” 

We  quote  approvingly  the  following: 

“  In  conclusion,  my  Companions,  let  me  impress  on  you  the  duties  we 
owe,  as  Royal  Arch  Masons,  to  ourselves  and  to  our  fellow-man  ;  to  dispense 
true  light  and  knowledge ;  to  walk  upright  before  God  and  man  ;  to  be  just. 
If  we  fail  in  these  things,  if  we  heed  not  nor  take  to  heart  the  grand  and 
sublime  teachings  of  our  beloved  Order,  then,  indeed,  our  protestations,  our 
beautiful  and  impressive  ceremonies  are  but  hollow  mockeries ;  but  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  we  use  the  talents  given  us  for  the  ‘Master’s  service,’  what 
shall  it  matter  when  we  are  called  ‘  to  pass  through  the  dark  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  Death,’  if  out  of  the  darkness  stretches  a  hand,  and  into  the 
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silence  comes  a  voice,  ‘Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant;  enter 
thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.’ 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Law  and  Jurisprudence  grasps 
the  “dual”  membership  question,  and  proposes  to  throttle  it 
with  the  following  resolution : 

“  Resolved ,  That  Art.  V,  Sec.  20,  of  Constitution  be  amended  by  adding 
thereto  the  words,  ‘  every  application  for  a  charter  shall  be  accompanied  by 
the  dimits  of  its  signers  or  certificates  that  the  Companions  were  exalted  in 
said  Chapter  while  under  dispensation.’ 

Comp.  Herman  Cope  Duncan  presents  the  Report  on  Foreign 

> 

Correspondence.  He  opens  on  the  mutual  admirationists  in  this 
style : 

v 

“  Mindful  of  the  fact  that  we  are  simply  a  committee  of  your  Grand  Body, 
and  as  such  not  editors  of  a  Masonic  review,  we  have  refrained  from  adver¬ 
tising  the  several  merits  of  these  books  and  pamphlets,  and  confine  our¬ 
selves  to  our  legitimate  business  of  reporting,  with  such  notes  and  comments 
as  seem  proper,  those  things  therein  contained  that  we  deem  of  interest  to 
the  Craft  in  our  own  proper  Jurisdiction.” 

Under  Connecticut,  he  says: 

“  It  ought  to  be  well  understood  that  a  life  member  can  be  taxed  if  the 

o 

necessities  of  the  Chapter  demand  it.” 

This  we  can  not  assent  to.  The  body  fixes  the  fee  upon  the 
payment  of  which  it  agrees  to  exempt  from  any  further  pay¬ 
ments.  It  enters  into  a  contract  to  do  something  (which  is  to 
exempt)  upon  the  payment  of  this  fee.  The  member  paying 
this  fee  performs  his  part  and  the  body  is  in  duty  bound  to  per¬ 
form  its  part.  Those  who  do  not  avail  themselves  of  the  offer 
and  who  remain  due-paying  members  are,  of  course,  bound  by 
any  subsequent  legislation. 

And  the  following  we  endorse : 

“There  is  the  same  reason  to  require  that  an  applicant  for  affiliation 
should  be  in  good  standing  and  a  member  of  a  Lodge,  as  there  is  for  the 
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insistence  for  those  qualifications  in  an  applicant  for  degrees.  The  Lodge 
is  strength.  The  beauty  of  the  Chapter  and  the  wisdom  of  the  Council  are 
useless  without  the  strength  of  the  Lodge.  A  Masonic  principle  is  involved. 
It  is  not  a  question  of  choice  between  two  meritorious  clubs.” 

We  clip  the  following  under  Kansas,  because  it  is  to  our  way 
of  thinking:' 

“  A  very  nice  question  was  decided.  A  Companion  received  a  dimit,  but 
at  the  very  meeting  at  which  it  was  granted  asked  that  it  be  cancelled. 
Held,  that  it  could  not  be  cancelled  then  or  thereafter.  He  must  return  to 
membership  in  the  same  way  that  he  would  have  to  travel  if  his  dimit 
were  a  decade  old.  We  agree  that  age  of  the  dimit  can  cut  no  figure.  But 
there  is  a  general  law  governing  legislation,  and  we  presume  that  there  is 
some  ‘parliamentary  ’  law  even  in  Masonry,  and  the  law  to  be  involved  in 
this  instance  is  that  any  vote  can  be  reconsidered  at  the  same  meeting  at 
which  it  is  determined.  This,  of  course,  subject  to  statutory  enactment,  as, 
for  example,  a  prohibition  to  a  second  ballot  in  an  election  of  officers.  In 
the  absence,  however,  of  such  prohibitory  statute,  we  take  it  the  general 
rule  permitting  reconsidei  ation  holds  true.  The  vote  ordering  a  dimit  to  issue 
is  a  method  merely  of  ascertaining  if  there  be  charges  likely  to  be  made,  yet 
we  think  the  whole  question  could  lawfully  be  reconsidered  at  the  meeting 
where  the  action  is  had.  We  are  pleased  to  note  that  the  Grand  Chapter 
was  of  the  like  opinion  as  your  committee,  and  did  not  approve  the 
decision.” 

Pennsylvania  for  1896  is  noted. 

Under  Virginia,  he  says: 

“We  regret  to  find  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  this  Jurisdiction  has 
declared  non-intercourse  with  Pennsylvania,  withdrawn  her  representative 
and  forbidden  any  R.  A.  M.  of  Pennsylvania  to  enter  her  tabernacles.  It 
seems  that  Pennsylvania  has  added  to  the  test  oath  a  clause  to  the  effect 
that  the  visitor  is  not  a  member  of  the  Cerneau  rite.  A  Virginian  visitor 
refused  to  affirm  this  and  was  refused  admittance. 

“  The  Grand  Chapter,  however,  on  report  of  its  committee,  did  not  concur 
with  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  directed  renewal  of  friendly  relations.” 

Under  Washington,  he  notes: 

“  It  was  ordered  that  ‘  the  voting  sign  of  a  R.  A.  M.  be  the  uplifted  left 
hand.’  ” 
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And  then  pertinently  asks: 

“  Why  not  the  left  foot  ?” 

He  says: 

“  At  the  end  of  our  review  we  feel  that  congratulations  are  in  order.  We 
have  been  rather  surprised  to  find  but  little  for  adverse  criticism — far,  far 
less  than  usual.  It  appears  that  the  number  of  decisions  is  evidently  de¬ 
creasing — a  most  helpful  sign.  We  find  also  that  nearly  all  Committees  on 
Grievances  had  nothing  to  report ;  another  most  encouraging  sign.  Nearly 
all  the  Jurisdictions  report  at  least  one  new  Chapter.  Everywhere,  there¬ 
fore,  we  find  reasons  for  mutual  congratulations.” 

You  have  ours  on  your  excellent  report. 

George  W.  Bolton,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Richard  Lambert,  P.  G.  H.  P. ,  New  Orleans,  La.,  R.  E. 
Grand  Secretary. 


MAINE. 

The  Seventy-Third  Annual  Convocation  of  the  M.  E.  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  was  held  at  Portland,  May  3,  A.  D.  1898, 
A.  I.  2428.  Forty-four  of  the  fifty-five  working  Chapters  were 
represented. 

From  the  address  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp. 
Albro  M.  Chase,  we  copy  the  opening  paragraphs : 

“  Not  amid  the  perils  and  dangers  of  a  civil  war,  of  which  many  of  you  were 
a  part,  but  with  the  rumblings  of  a  foreign  war  close  at  our  ears,  are  we  as¬ 
sembled  in  our  annual  convocation.  We  fully  appreciate  that  the  measure 
of  civilization  in  a  people  is  to  be  found  in  its  just  appreciation  of  the  wrong¬ 
fulness  of  war,  and,  while  ingratitude  is  the  abridgment  of  all  baseness,  yet 
no  one  will  dare  maintain  that  it  is  better  to  do  injustice  than  to  bear  it.  Let  us 
trust  that,  before  many  days,  peace  between  the  two  warring  nations  will  be 
found,  and  thereby  result  a  freedom  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  enable 
us  to  be  what  we  ought  to  be,  and  to  possess  what  we  ought  to  possess. 

“  Let  us  be  thankful  to  the  great  I  AM  that  we  have  learned  that  each 
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thing  lives  according  to  his  kind  ;  the  heart  by  love,  the  intellect  by  truth, 
the  higher  nature  of  man  by  intimate  communion  with  God. 

“  For  the  many  mercies  that  we  have  enjoyed  since  last  we  met,  for  the 
many  pleasures  that  will  be  ours  as  we  again  join  hand  with  hand,  and  heart 
with  heart,  let  us  adore  our  great  Creator.” 

He  reported  the  consolidation  of  King  Solomon’s  and  Tem¬ 
ple  Chapters  at  Rockland  under  the  name  of  King  Solomon’s 
Temple,  Chapter  No.  8,  done  by  authority  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter.  This  procedure  is  a  ready,  and  probably  an  inexpensive 
one,  to  unite  struggling  Chapters  or  a  weak  one  with  a  stronger 
neighbor,  but  it  could  not  be  followed  in  Pennsylvania  under 
our  Constitution 

He  said: 

“  June  18,  1897,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  masons  and  their 
friends,  to  the  number  ol  two  hundred  and  fifty,  was  constituted  in  ample 
form  Rumford  Chapter,  No.  56.  The  ceremony  was  open  to  the  public, 
as  well  as  the  installation  of  officers  which  followed  the  constitution.  .  .  .  .” 

“  June  25,  I  constituted  in  ample  form  Ira  Berry  Chapter,  No.  57.  The 
ceremony  was  open  to  the  public,  and  was  performed  in  the  pleasant  and 
ample  room  occupied  by  the  Chapter . ...” 

It  has  always  been  held  in  Pennsylvania  that  certain  parts  of 
the  ceremony  of  constituting  a  Lodge  or  Chapter  and  installing 
the  officers  are  esoteric ,  hence  the  work  is  performed  only  within 
a  tiled  Lodge  or  Chapter. 

The  dispensations  granted  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
agree  with  our  regulations  as  far  as  they  are  applicable  to  the 
cases  noted,  except  one  to  receive  and  ballot  on  the  application 
of  a  candidate  at  a  special  Convocation  (meeting)  to  be  called 
for  that  purpose.  The  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania  prescribes  the  formula  for  receiving,  referring 
and  acting  upon  petitions  for  initiation  and  membership,  which 
-cannot  be  set  aside  by  dispensation.  He  decided  that  a  Brother 
“  having  lost  his  right  hand,  although  he  had  an  artificial  hand, 
was  not  eligible  for  the  Chapter  degrees.  ”  This  decision  was 
approved  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 
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The  reports  of  the  official  visits  made  to  the  Chapters  show 
that  great  interest  is  taken  in  most  localities  in  Capitular 
Masonry,  and,  as  a  result,  the  Chapters  in  those  localities  are 
flourishing.  In  Pennsylvania,  the  District  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priests  make  reports  to  the  Grand  High  Priest,  at  or  before  the 
Quarterly  Communication  in  December  of  each  year  of  the 
state  of  the  Chapters  in  their  respective  districts.  These 
reports  are  too  numerous  and  voluminous  for  publication. 

The  entire  bill  of  expenses  of  the  Grand  Chapter  for  the  year 
was  only  §1,479.58.  All  of  the  fifty-five  Chapters  had  made 
returns  and  paid  their  dues.  The  membership  now  stands  at 
6,205,  being  a  net  increase  over  1897  of  181.  The  Charity  Fund 
amounts  to  §4,775. 

Not  having  access  to  a  copy  of  the  Constitution,  we  infer 
from  the  list  on  p.  60,  that  the  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  Past 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priests,  Past  Grand  Kings  and  Past 
Grand  Scribes  only  are  permanent  members  of  the  Grand 
Chapter. 

The  Report  of  Correspondence  was  presented  by  the  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Committee,  Companion  Josiah  H.  Drummond. 
Under  Louisiana,  in  commenting  on  some  remarks  of  Com¬ 
panion  Duncan,  he  wrote  the  following  sentence  which  we  copy 
with  approval: 

“  Our  good  Companion  falls  into  the  mistake  of  comparing  in  his  mind 
masonic  government  with  civil  government,  when  he,  of  all  others  ought  to 
remember  that  the  standard  copied  in  the  government  of  masonry  is  one  in¬ 
finitely  higher  than  any  code  of  civil  laws  that  was  ever  enacted.” 

In  Pennsylvania  it  is  held  that — 

“  The  Grand  Chapter  is  the  only  true  and  legitimate  source  of  authority  over 
Capitular  Masonry  within  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  Masonic 
Jurisdiction  thereunto  belonging.  It  is  supreme  and  sovereign.  It  makes 
the  law  for  its  constituents  and  members  of  the  Fraternity  under  its  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  and  is  governed  by  no  Law  other  than  the  Landmarks  of  Freemasonry.” 

Our  Companions  of  Maryland,  by7  appropriate  and  impressive 
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ceremonies,  celebrated  June  24th,  1897,  the  Centennial  of  the 
formation  of  a  Grand  Chapter.  Companion  Drummond  writes 
of  this  Grand  Chapter: 

“  There  was  a  Grand  Chapter  formed  in  Maryland  one  hundred  years 
before,  to  a  day,  but  it  ceased  to  exist,  and  another  was  formed  in  1807. 
This  in  its  turn  became  dormant,  but  was  reorganized  in  1814,  and  while  in 
accordance  with  masonic  usage  the  Grand  Chapter  could  properly  celebrate 
the  day  as  a  Centennial  Day,  our  judgment  is  that  the  present  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  dates  from  1807,  as  the  movement  in  1814  was  simply  reorganization 
of  the  old  Grand  Chapter  ;  although,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  charters  of  recogni¬ 
tion  were  issued  by  it  to  the  chapters,  a  proceeding  which  we  deem  unneces¬ 
sary,  unless  the  charters  were  lost ;  it  also  assumes  that  the  old  Grand 
Chapter  had  ceased  to  exist.” 

Under  Michigan,  referring  to  the  action  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest  of  that  Jurisdiction,  Companion  Drummond  wrote: 

“  He  made  one  decision  which  is  new  to  us,  and  which  we  think  is  not 
in  accordance  with  usage,  and  yet  it  seems  to  be  based  upon  correct 
grounds,  and  that  is,  that  a  chapter  cannot  receive  a  dimit  from  another 
Grand  Jurisdiction  unless,  in  addition  to  the  seal  of  the  chapter,  it  has  the 
certificate  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  under  the  seal  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  that 
the  chapter  is  a  regular  Chapter.” 

Also: 

“  The  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

“‘No  dimit  shall  be  granted  to  a  companion  while  he  is  a  resident  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  chapter  to  which  he  belongs,  except  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  a  new  chapter  ;  provided  a  companion,  having  moved  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  his  chapter,  and  not  undercharges,  nor  in  arrears  for  dues, 
may  be  granted  a  dimit  upon  written  application.’ 

“We  hold  this  to  be  in  direct  violation  of  usages  of  the  Order  that  have 
become  landmarks.  The  usage  from  time  immemorial  has  been  that  a 
member  of  a  masonic  Body  is  free  to  go  when  he  desires  to ;  in  fact,  the  old 
method  was  by  resignation.” 

We  concur  with  Companion  Drummond.  In  Pennsylvania, 
a  member  of  a  Lodge  or  Chapter  can  resign  at  any  time  if  he 
is  not  in  arrears  for  dues  and  no  charges  are  pending  against 
him. || 
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Companion  Drummond  notes  briefly  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  during  1897.  He  quotes  Com¬ 
panion  Henderson’s  review  of  Alabama  as  to  the  work: 

“  We  have  nothing  but  the  ‘  mouth-to-ear  ’  system,  and  it  is  the  exception 
when  two  High  Priests  are  found  who  do  not  use  the  same  language.  The 
other  officers  of  our  Chapters  are  equally  well  versed  in  their  parts,  and  they 
all  learned  it  from  mouth  to  ear.” 

And  adds: 

“  This  is  the  law  of  his  jurisdiction  and  the  general  practice,  we  have  no 
doubt ;  but  visitors  from  other  states  insist  that  the  same  evil  exists  to  some 
extent  in  Pennsylvania  that  exists  in  other  jurisdictions,  to  wit,  the  use  of 
unauthorized  keys  to  the  work.  We  have  received  these  statements  with 
very  grave  doubt,  but  we  deem  it  due  to  Companson  Henderson  that  he 
should  know  that  these  statements  are  made.” 

Our  law  on  the  subject  is  very’  clear.  Among  the  decisions 
on  the  subject  we  quote  these: 

“  No  part  of  the  work  of  Freemasonry  is  permitted  to  be  written,  printed, 
or  otherwise  indicated,  and  no  Masonic  officer  or  Brother  can  use  any  book 
or  writing  which  contains  the  work  of  Freemasonry,  without  subjecting  him¬ 
self  to  a  formal  charge  of  unmasonic  conduct. 

“  The  use  of  a  manuscript  in  conferring  a  degree  is  unlawful,  and  the 
Brother  guilty  of  such  use  will  be  expelled.” 

Companion  Drummond  made  some  remarks  as  to  priority  in 
age  of  some  Chapters  and  expressed  the  belief  that  Washington 
Chapter  in  New  York  preceded  in  age  our  Jerusalem  No.  3  as  a 
Chapter.  We  have  elsewhere  stated  in  this  review  that  prior 
to  1824,  Chapters  were  held  under  and  by^  virtue  of  Lodge  war¬ 
rants,  and  minutes  of  the  meetings  were  recorded  in  Chapter 
books.  In  the  minutes  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1791  and  1792, 
relating  to  the  furnishing  the  Lodge  room  and  fixing  the  dates 
at  which  the  several  Masonic  bodies  could  occupy  it,  mention  is 
made  of  “  Royal  Arch  Lodge  ”  and  “  Lodge  No.  3.” 

On  the  subject  of  Marks,  Companion  Drummond  seems  to 
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have  realized  that  Companion  Henderson’s  statement,  made  in 
1892,  means  just  what  it  says: 

“  Therefore,  we  instruct  our  candidates  that  when  they  discover  a  mark 
similar  to  their  own,  there  must  be  a  change,  and  as  age  is  entitled  to  pref¬ 
erence,  he  who  has  the  oldest  mark  retains  it,  while  he  who  has  the  younger 
must  select  another.” 

This  has  been  the  law  from  time  immemorial.  We  presume 
the  idea  in  its  adoption  was  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  dupli¬ 
cation  of  Marks  in  the  Jurisdiction. 

On  the  subject  of  the  age  of  the  Grand  Lodge  we  quote  from 
Companion  Drummond: 

“We  have,  heretofore,  discussed  the  question  of  the  age  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania. 

“  In  this  connection  he  [Companion  Africa]  says  in  reply: 

“  ‘  He  knows  that  no  member  of  the  Fraternity  in  this  Jurisdiction  claims 
that  the  present  Grand  Lodge  was  organized  earlier  than  1764,  or  that  it 
had  direct  descent  from  the  William  Allen  Grand  Lodge.’ 

“  Having  obtained  this  admission,  our  object  is  accomplished.  We  can 
only  express  the  hope  that  hereafter  Pennsylvania  orators  and  writers  will 
cease  misleading  and  even  deceiving  the  public  by  the  statement  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  is  ‘  the  oldest  Grand  Lodge  on  the  American 
Continent.’  ” 

As  Companion  Drummond  hints  that  some  Pennsylvania 
orators  and  writers  have  been  misleading  and  even  deceiving  the 
public  by  the  statement  that  the  present  Grand  Lodge  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  is  the  oldest  Grand  Lodge  on  the  American  Continent, 
he  will  be  expected  by  the  Masonic  world  to  give  evidence  to 
sustain  his  hint. 

Our  Companion  has,  for  years,  been  trying  to  find  some  war¬ 
rant  in  Pennsylvania  for  public  installations.  His  evidence  up 
to  date  is  : 

I.  In  the  Ahiman  Rezon  of  1781,  page  162,  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  report  of  a  sermon  delivered  in  Christ  Church,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  December  28,  1778,  is  the  following  foot-note: 

11  At  the  word  ‘  Glory  ”  the  Brethren  rose  togethe?  ;  and  in  reverential 


1898.] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


137 


Posture ,  on  pronouncing  the  Names  of  the  TRIUNE  GOD,  accompanied  the 
same  by  a  correspondent  Repetition  of  the  Ancient  Sign  or  Symbol  of  Divine- 
Homage  and  Obeisance;  concluding  with  the  following  Response  :  Amen  ! 
So  let  it  ever  be.” 

In  the  same  volume  on  page  163  is  an  account  of  the  Pro¬ 
cession  of  the  Brethren  to  and  from  Church,  etc.,  in 
which  there  is  not  even  a  hint  of  a  Grand  Lodge  having  been 
opened. 

II.  Brother  Joseph  R.  Chandler,  a  Past  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  was  present  at  a  public  installa¬ 
tion  of  Grand  Officers  in  a  neighboring  Jurisdiction  where  such 
public  meetings  were  not  unusual.  There  is  no  evidence  in 
this  that  what  Bro.  Chandler  did  on  this  occasion  ‘  ‘  is  conclu¬ 
sive  that  he  held  that  public  installations  were  masonic  and 
proper;  and  that  this  was  recognized  by  the  law  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.”  On  the  contrary,  the  Ahiman  Rezon  of  1825,  which 
was  in  force  when  Bro.  Chandler  was  Grand  Master,  states  on 
page  200  under  the  chapter  heading,  “  The  manner  of  consti¬ 
tuting  a  Lodge,  including  the  ceremony  of  consecration  and 
installation,”  after  the  Grand  Officers  have  entered  that  “A 
Grand  Lodge  will  then  be  opened  by  the  Grand  Officers  in 
ancient  form.”  After  the  ceremonies  have  been  concluded, 
this  direction  is  found  on  page  220:  “  The  ceremony  of  closing 
will  now  succeed.”  And  the  records  of  the  Grand  Lodge  from 
1778  down  to  and  after  Brother  Chandler’s  term  of  office,  show 
that  all  installations  were  within  a  tiled  Grand  Lodge. 

We  have  referred  to  the  law  defining  the  ceremony  of  con¬ 
stituting,  a  Lodge  and  installing  its  officers  (contained  on  pages 
188-221  of  the  Ahiman  Rezon  of  1825).  Companion  Drummond, 
ignoring  these  plain  and  mandatory  directions,  sets  up  as  evi¬ 
dence  of  public  installations  a  form  of  procession  on  page  241. 

As  Companion  Drummond  says  he  has  not  completed  his 
investigations  as  to  the  change  in  the  law  and  practice  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  in  regard  to  public  ceremonies,  we  will  await  further 
enlightenment. 
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The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  at  Portland  May 
2,  1899. 

•Comp.  Albro  E.  Chase,  Portland,  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Comp.  Stephen  Berry,  Portland,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary . 


MARYLAND. 

The  Proceedings  of  e  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  this  Jurisdiction  for  1897  are  contained  in  a  volume  of  335 
pages.  The  book  is  clearly  printed  on  paper  of  excellent 
quality  and  is  embellished  with  numerous  portraits  and  en¬ 
gravings.  It^  contains  a  record  of  the  exercises  at  the  Centen¬ 
nial  Anniversary,  two  other  Special  Convocations  and  the 
Annual  Convocation. 

On  St.  John’s  Day,  Thursday,  June  24,  the  Grand  Chapter 
met  in  Special  Convocation  for  the  purpose  of  celebrating  the 
one  hundredth  anniversary  of  its  formation,  Companion  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Shryock,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  The 
Grand  Chapters  of  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  District  of  Columbia  and  Virginia,  and 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  were  repre¬ 
sented.  Companions  Richard  M.  Johnson,  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest,  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  and 
Charles  Cary,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  conveyed  the  fraternal 
greetings  of  Pennsylvania. 

An  introductory  address  was  delivered  by  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest.  Companion  Edward  T.  Schultz,  Past  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest  and  Masonic  historian  of  Maryland,  read  a 
paper  covering  twenty-two  printed  pages,  containing  an  inter¬ 
esting  and  valuable  contribution  to  general  Masonic  history, 
and  particularly  to  that  of  our  neighboring  and  highly  esteemed 
Jurisdiction.  He  stated  that  the  minutes  of  Fredericksburg 
Lodge,  No.  4,  Virginia,  of  December  22,  1753,  show  that 

“  The  Master,  Senior  Warden  and  Secretary  were  raised  to  the  degree  of 
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Royal  Arch  Mason,  the  ceremony  having  been  performed  by  a  visiting  Bro¬ 
ther,  with  the  assistance  of  two  members  of  the  Lodge,  who  were  Royal  Arch 
Masons,” 

and  that 

“  The  degree  was  known  and  worked  at  Philadelphia,  in  Lodge  No.  3,  now 
Jerusalem  Chapter,  No.  3,  in  1767,  and  at  Boston,  in  St.  Andrew’s  Lodge, 
now  St.  Andrew’s  Chapter,  August  28,  1769.” 

Companion  Schultz  is  of  opinion  that  a  St.  Andrew’s  Lodge 
was  opened  at  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  before 
1751,  and  he  said: 

“  St.  Andrew’s  Lodge  was  undoubtedly  organized  by  virtue  of  the  inhe¬ 
rent  right  existing  among  all  Masons  prior  to  the  formation  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  in  1717,  to  assemble  at  pleasure  and  make  Masons. 
Many  of  the  early  Lodges  of  our  country  were  organized  in  this  manner  ; 
at  least  three  others  besides  St.  Andrew’s  are  known  to  have  been  thus  held 
in  our  Jurisdiction  ;  one  at  Annapolis,  prior  to  December  27th,  1749  ;  one  at 
Leonardtown,  June  6,  1759,  and  one  at  Port  Tobacco,  time  not  known,  but 
prior  to  the  last-mentioned  date.” 

“  Notwithstanding  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  declared  that  no  Lodge 
would  be  held  to  be  regular  without  a  Warrant,  many  of  them  continued  to 
work,  until  the  formation  of  Grand  Lodges  in  this  Country,  when  they  ap¬ 
plied  to  them  and  received  Warrants  permitting  them  to  work  as  ‘regular 
Masons.’  ” 

Benjamin  Franklin’s  Pennsylvania  Gazette  of  December  8, 
1730,  stated  that  there  were  then  several  Lodges  of  Freemasons 
erected  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania.  Doubtless  some  of 
them  were  organized  in  the  manner  mentioned  by  Companion 
Schultz. 

The  accounts  in  “Liber  B,”  one  of  the  books  of  St.  John’s 
Lodge,  show  that  the  Lodge  was  in  existence  at  least  five 
months  prior  to  June  24,  1731,  as  on  that  day  Franklin  is 
debited  with  “  5  Lodge  day  omit  ion ,  @  6d.  per  diem,  £—2 -6.” 

Following  Companion  Schultz,  Companion  John  M.  Carter, 
Past  Grand  High  Priest,  read  a  paper  on  “  Maryland  in  Royal 
Arch  Masonry,”  in  which  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  Gen- 
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eral  Grand  Chapter  was  described,  as  well  as  the  part  that  Com¬ 
panions  of  Maryland  took  therein.  Rev.  Henry  Branch,  D.D., 
treated  “  Capitular  Masonry”  in  an  instructive  manner. 

The  Grand  Chapter  then  closed  and  a  banquet  was  next  on 
the  program.  Regular  toasts  were  responded  to  as  follows : 

“  The  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States.” 

Comp.  George  L.  McCahan,  General  Grand  High  Priest. 

V  Symbolic  Masonry,” 

Comp.  Matthew  Trimble,  Grand  Master,  District  of  Columbia. 

“  Cryptic  Masonry,” 

Comp.  Henry  Clay  Larrabee,  Grand  Master,  Grand  Council  of 
Maryland. 

“  Templar  Masonry.” 

Comp.  Warren  LaRue  Thomas,  P.  G.  High  Priest  of  Kentucky. 

“  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,” 

Comp.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Grand  High  Priest. 

“  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts,” 

Comp.  Seranus  Bowen,  Grand  High  Priest. 

“  The  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York,” 

Comp.  John  W.  Palmer,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia,” 

Comp.  James  B.  Blanks,  Grand  Secretary. 

“  The  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey,” 

Comp.  Anthony  Schoder,  Grand  High  Priest. 

“  The  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia,” 

Comp.  C.  H.  Smith,  Grand  High  Priest. 

“  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Delaware,” 

Comp.  Alfred  F.  Polk,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 

Several  subordinate  Chapters  met  the  same  day,  June  24,  in 
Special  Convocation,  to  wit:  No.  22  at  Easton,  No.  23  at  Fred¬ 
erick,  No.  27  at  Hagerstown,  No.  29  at  Cambridge,  and  No. 
30  at  Lonacoming,  and  celebrated  the  Centennial  by  appro¬ 
priate  exercises,  including  addresses,  instrumental  and  vocal 
music. 
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Pages  1 15  to  2 1 1,  inclusive,  contain  a  Historical  sketch  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  from  November  13,  1815,  to  June  24,  1897, 
with  biographical  sketches  of  the  Grand  High  Priests  from 
1797  to  1897,  from  the  pen  of  Companion  Edward  T.  Schultz. 
These  pages  contain  an  immense  fund  of  Masonic  information, 
and  they  attest  the  zeal,  energy  and  industry  of  our  esteemed 
Companion  in  preserving,  in  permanent  form,  many  facts  con¬ 
cerning  the  early  history  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland 
and  the  lives  of  its  office-bearers  Only  those  who  have 
wrought  in  the  field  of  Local  History  can  fully  estimate  the 
labor  necessary  to  produce  such  a  paper  as  our  Companion  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Grand  Chapter  he  served  so  long  and  well. 

Among  the  Grand  High  Priests  we  note  the  following  who 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania: 

Hezekiah  Niles ,  born  in  Chester  County,  October  10,  1777. 
He  was  the  founder  of  Niles'  Weekly  Register ,  printed  in  Bal¬ 
timore  from  18 1 1  to  1849. 

Joseph  K.  Stapleton ,  born  in  Philadelphia  in  1781,  but  not, 
as  Companion  Schultz  somehow  fell  into  error  in  writing,  “at 
the  time  the  British  forces  were  in  possession  of  that  city.” 
The  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  held  its  Quarterly  Com¬ 
munications  in  March,  June,  September,  and  December  of  that 
year  in  Philadelphia,  also  two  Emergent  Communications,  and 
the  usual  Communication  on  St.  John’s  Day.  Brother  George 
Washington  and  Lord  Cornwallis  were  engaged  in  a  military 
affair  at  Yorktown,  Virginia,  in  the  autumn  of  1781. 

George  Keyser ,  born  at  Germantown  in  1784. 

Hermon  L.  Emmons ,  born  at  Wilkes-Barre,  August  24,  1832. 

Edmund  J .  Oppelt ,  born  at  Nazareth,  January  22,  1835. 

George  W.  Shelve ,  born  in  Philadelphia. 

Following  the  biographical  sketches  of  the  Grand  High 
Priests  is  a  table  giving  the  names  of  the  Grand  High  Priests, 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priests,  Grand  Kings,  Grand  Scribes, 
Grand  Treasurers,  Grand  Secretaries,  and  Grand  Captains  of 
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the  Host  from  1814  to  and  including  1896.  For  1797  the  names 
of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  David  Kerr,  and  that  of  the  Grand 
Secretary,  George  L.  Gray,  are  given.  There  is  a  void  until 
1807,  when  the  names  of  all  the  officers  appear  except  that  of 
Grand  Scribe.  Then  there  is  a  void  until  1814. 

A  Second  Special  Convocation  was  held  September  29,  1897,. 
for  instruction  and  degree  work.  A  Communication  was  read 
from  Chapter  No.  18,  stating  that  Brother  L.  L.,  a  Master 
Mason,  was  duly  elected  to  receive  the  Chapter  degrees  in  that 
Chapter,  and  asking  that  the  degrees  be  conferred  by  the  Grand 
Chapter  at  this  Special  Convocation.  The  Grand  Chapter  was 
called  off  and  a  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  was  opened, 
when  Brother  L.  L.  was  advanced  to  the  honorary  degree  of 
Mark  Master.  The  Lodge  of  Mark  Masters  was  closed  and  a 
Lodge  of  Past  Master  Masons  was  opened,  when  Brother 
L.  L.  was  “Inducted  into  the  Oriental  Chair  of  King  Solo¬ 
mon.”  The  Past  Masters’  Lodge  was  closed  and  a  Lodge  of 
Most  Excellent  Masters  was  opened,  when  Brother  L.  L.  was 
received  and  acknowledged  as  a  Most  Excellent  Master.  The 
Most  Excellent  Masters’  Lodge  was  closed,  when  the  Grand 
Chapter  resumed  and  was  called  off  until  7  o’clock  to-morrow, 
Thursday  evening.  Thursday,  September  30,  the  Grand 
Chapter  resumed  at  7  o’clock  p.  m.  Brothers  W.  B.,  L.  L., 
and  I.  D.,  candidates-elect,  were  exalted  to  the  Sublime  Degree 
of  the  Royal  Arch.  The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  closed. 

We  have  been  full  in  this  description,  so  that  the  difference 
between  the  formula  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  and 
that  of  our  own  Jurisdiction  may  be  noted. 

Another  Special  Convocation  was  held  October  12,  1897, 
“for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  U.  S.  A.,  about  to  hold  its  Thirtieth  Tri¬ 
ennial  and  Centenary”  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  and  in  the 
Masonic  Temple,  “an  official  fraternal  welcome.”  When  the 
officers  and  members  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  were  in¬ 
troduced  they  were  received  with  Grand  Honors,  and  Com- 
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panion  William  H.  Shryock,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  deliv¬ 
ered  to  the  M.  E.  General  Grand  High  Priest  and  the  Companions 
of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  a  fraternal  address  of  welcome, 
which  was  pertinently  responded  to  by  Companion  George  L. 
McCahan,  General  Grand  High  Priest.  M.  W.  Grand  Master 
Thomas  J.  Shryock  also  made  an  address  of  welcome,  which 
was  appropriately  replied  to  by  Companion  James  W.  Taylor, 
General  Grand  King.  The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  closed. 

Many  other  felicitous  events  occurred  coincident  on  the  Cen¬ 
tennial  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland  and  the  Centennial 
of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  we  are  pleased  to  note  that 
the  occasion  was  an  enjoyable  one. 

The  regular  annual  Convocation  of  the  Qrand  Chapter  desig¬ 
nated  the  “  One  Hundredth  Year”  was  held  November  9,  A.  I. 
2427,  A.  D.  1897.  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Shryock  in  his 
address  said  that  the  year  1897  had  been  an  eventful  one  in 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Maryland,  and  fittingly  referred  to  the 
Centennial  Celebration  held  on  the  24th  of  June,  and  the  Spe¬ 
cial  Convocation  held  on  the  12th  of  October,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  Centennial  Anniversary  of  the  formation  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter,  celebrated  in  the  Monumental  City. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  visited  all  the  Chapters  in  the  Juris¬ 
diction  during  the  year.  We  quote  one  paragraph  from  his 
address: 

“  As  the  ripened  fruits  and  abundant  harvests  of  the  year  remind  us  of 
the  season  of  (Thanksgiving  for  the  goodness  and  mercy  bestowed  upon  us, 
so  as  Royal  Arch  Masons  are  we  reminded  of  all  the  benefits  we  have  en¬ 
joyed  during  the  year  and  throughout  the  century  it  has  commemorated. 
Let  us  unite,  therefore,  in  unfeigned  thankfulness  to  the  Great  I  Am  for 
His  goodness  and  loving  kindness  to  us  and  all  mankind.” 

From  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  and  the  Grand  In¬ 
spectors  of  the  several  districts  it  is  learned  that  the  Chapters 
are,  generally,  prosperous  and  their  work  well  performed. 
The  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Vic¬ 
toria  was  recognized  and  the  request  for  an  exchange  of  Grand 
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Representatives  approved.  A  communication  from  Companion 
Edward  T.  Schultz,  dated  November  8,  1897,  was  read,  in 
which  he  wrote: 

“  As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  I  beg  to  report  that, 
in  lieu  of  the  usual  review  of  the  Proceedings  of  other  Grand  Chapters  this 
year,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  compile  for  the  Centennial  volume  a  brief 
history  of  the  Grand  Chapter  from  1814  to  1897,  which,  with  the  address  I  had 
the  honor  to  deliver  at  the  Centennial  celebration  on  the  24th  of  June  last,  and 
the  biographical  sketches  of  all  our  Grand  High  Priests,  constitute  a  brief, 
but  comprehensive  history  of  the  Grand  Chapter  throughout  the  century  of 
its  existence. 

“  I  had  barely  concluded  my  task  when  already  impaired  vision  almost 
entirely  failed,  and  now,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly  two  months,  I  am  unable 
to  review  the  work  or  even  distinguish  between  a  printed  page  and  a  blank 
sheet  of  paper.  In  this  condition  of  affairs  Companions  George  L.  McCa- 
han  and  John  M.  Carter,  have  kindly  consented  to  review  the  MS.  prepara¬ 
tory  to  its  publication.  I  trust  it  may  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter. 

•  •  ••  •••  ••• 

“  In  bidding  farewell  to  my  Companions  of  the  Reportorial  Corps,  I  beg 
to  express  to  them  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  their  uniform  kindness  and 
courtesy  during  my  long  period  of  service.  While  I  may  never  again  be 
permitted  to  read  their  interesting  reports,  I  shall  always  feel  the  same  in¬ 
terest  in  both  the  reports  and  their  writers  as  heretofore.  May  God  bless 
them  and  all  true  Masons  wheresoever  dispersed.” 

The  writer  of  these  lines  desires  to  place  on  record  his  high 
fraternal  regard  for  Companion  Schultz,  and  to  acknowledge 
the  courtesy  with  which  that  Companion  treated  the  writer  on 
subjects  upon  which  we  have  held  diverse  opinions.  Our 
heartfelt  sympathies  are  extended  to  our  afflicted  Companion, 
and  if  our  prayer  for  his  absolute  restoration  to  health  is  not 
granted,  we  hope  that  at  least  his  afflictions  may  be  alleviated. 
Companion  Schultz  has  been  an  honest,  faithful  laborer  in  the 
Masonic  vineyard.  Maryland  owes  him  a  deep  debt  of  grati¬ 
tude.  Without  disparaging  or  attempting  to  cast  discredit 
upon  other  Jurisdictions  in  their  claim  for  antiquity  of  Free¬ 
masonry,  his  presentation  of  facts  in  behalf  of  Maryland  are 
entitled  to  earnest  and  respectful  consideration. 
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We  are  pleased  to  note  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Chapter 
unanimously  adopted  resolutions  recognizing  Comp.  Schultz’s 
long  and  valued  service  to  the  Fraternity,  proffering  sincere 
sympathy  in  his  affliction  and  hoping  for  his  speedy  restoration 
to  health. 

The  returns  of  the  Chapters  for  1897  show  1,861  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  distributed  among  eighteen  Warranted  Chapters  and 
one  under  Dispensation.  Nearly  all  the  Chapters  meet  fort¬ 
nightly. 

The  celebration  of  the  two  Centennials  already  mentioned, 
that  of  the  Grand  Chapter  on  St.  John’s  Day,  June  24,  and  that 
of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  October  12,  will  make  the  year 
1897  memorable  in*  the  Masonic  history  of  Maryland.  The 
Companions  of  that  Jurisdiction  acquitted  themselves  on  both 
occasions  with  that  fraternity,  cordiality  and  honor  for  which 
they  have  always  been  noted.  The  writer,  a  guest  on  a  pre¬ 
vious  noted  Masonic  occasion,  has  personal  knowledge  of  Mary¬ 
land  Masonic  hospitality. 

The  Masonic  relations  between  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland, 
always  the  most  cordial,  antedate  the  historic  Mason  and  Dixon’s 
line  that  separates  the  two  Commonwealths.  As  early  as  May 
23,  1766,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  granted  a  Warrant, 
No.  6,  to  hold  a  Lodge  at  Georgetown,  on  Sassafras,  Eastern 
Shore,  Maryland.  It  also  granted,  on  or  before  June  24,  1766, 
a  Warrant  for  Chestertown,  Kent  County,  Maryland.  These 
Lodges,  with  Nos.  17,  19,  29  and  37,  the  Warrants  for  all  of 
which  were  granted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania, 
united  in  forming  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland. 

A  Special  Committee  was  appointed  on  the  communication 
-from  Companion  Schultz.  From  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising  vote,  we  copy  these 
resolutions,  viz. : 

| 

“  That  we  have  heard  with  very  great  regret  of  the  illness  and  painful 
loss  of  vision  of  Companion  Edward  T.  Schultz,  Past  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest ; 

10 
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“  The  long  and  valuable  service  of  Companion  Schultz  to  this  Grand 
Chapter  and  in  the  general  cause  of  Freem  asonrymakes  his  affliction  a 
subject  of  general  solicitude  to  the  Masons  of  Maryland  ; 

“  And  we  proffer  to  our  Companion  sincere  sympathy  upon  his  affliction, 
and  most  earnest  hope  for  his  speedy  restoration  to  health  and  sight.” 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  reported  ;  the  Grand  Chapter 
elected  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  who  were  duly  installed  ; 
a  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  recognizing  the  valuable 
services  rendered  Capitular  Masonry  by  the  retiring  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  William  Henry  Shryock,  during 
the  past  two  years,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  was  closed. 

Thus  ended  Maryland’s  two  Centennials,  replete  with  records 
of  the  past  and  brightened  with  hopes  for  the  future. 

For  reasons  stated  in  Companion  Schultz’s  report,  an  extract 
from  which  we  have  copied  on  a  preceding  page,  the  Proceed¬ 
ings  of  other  Grand  Chapters  were  not  reviewed.  We  have 
given  the  Proceedings  of  this  Jurisdiction  more  space  than  is 
usually  allotted  to  a  Grand  Chapter  for  several  reasons  :  first, 
the  volume  came  to  us  early;  second,  Maryland  is  separated 
from  Pennsylvania  only  by  a  surveyed  line,  and,  third,  her 
Freemasonry  was  largely  derived  from  Pennsylvania,  and  we 
manifest  a  paternal  interest  in  her  history,  progress  and  hopes. 

George  Cook,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ; 

George  L.  McCahan,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary ; 
both  of  Baltimore. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  held  three  stated  Quarterly 
and  an  Annual  Convocation,  respectively,  on  March  9,  June  8, 
September  7  and  December  7,  1897,  in  the  city  of  Boston. 
At  the  Annual  Convocation  the  work  of  the  several  Degrees 
was  exemplified,  whereupon : 

“  The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  took  this  occasion  to  remark  that 
during  his  thirty  years’  membership  in  this  Grand  Chapter  he  had  never 
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seen  a  more  perfect  and  satisfactory  exhibition  of  the  Work,  and  thanked 
the  Grand  Lecturers  and  Companions  who  had  assisted  them  for  the  effi¬ 
ciency  manifested.” 

Sixty-three  of  the  seventy-four  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Seranus  Bowen, 

V 

delivered  a  brief,  business-like  address,  from  which  we  copy 
these  paragraphs : 

“  The  closeof  another  year  brings  us  together  again  in  Annual  Convo¬ 
cation  to  review  our  work  and  consider  what  should  be  done  to  advance  the 
best  interests  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction.  We' have  abun¬ 
dant  reason  for  thankfulness  for  the  great  measure  of  prosperity  that  has 
attended  our  labors  in  the  past,  and  for  encouragement  to  press  forward 
with  persistent  vigor  for  maintaining  and  advancing  the  high  standard  of 
excellence  already  attained. 

“  Besides  the  Exemplifications  which  are  always  given  at  our  Annual 
Convocations,  teft  of  the  twelve  Districts  have  held  District  Exemplifica¬ 
tions.  I  have  attended  all  but  one  of  these,  and  am  sure  that  a  very  no¬ 
ticeable  advance  has  been  made  in  the  correct  and  effective  rendition  of  the 
work.  I  have  seen  Chapters  at  these  Exemplifications  work  a  Degree  with 
almost  absolute  precision  and  with  such  a  correct  understanding  of  the  full 
meaning  of  the  language  of  the  Ritual  as  to  be  deserving  of  the  highest 
praise.  I  feel  sure  that  a  laudable  spirit  of  emulation  will  induce  other 
Chapters  to  follow  in  their  footsteps.  Nothing  adds  so  much  to  the  interest 
in  and  influence  of  the  Chapter  as  a  dignified,  correct  and  intelligent  ren¬ 
dition  of  the  work.  See  to  it,  Companions,  that  your  own  influence  is  used 
in  your  Chapter  for  such  work  ;  and,  if  you  do,  we  may  surely  look  for  such 
an  era  of  prosperity  and  success  among  the  Chapters  as  has  not  heretofore 
been  seen.” 

The  celebration  of  the  Centennial  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Maryland  on  the  24th  of  June,  1897,  and  that  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter,  October  12,  1897,  both  at  Baltimore,  were  fit¬ 
tingly  noted. 

The  number  of  members  reported  is  15,132;  balance  in 
Treasurer’s  hands,  $2,553.70;  the  fund  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
including  this  balance,  amounts  to  $13,598.95. 

We  assume  that  the  Centennial  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  which 
occurred  on  the  13th  of  March  last,  some  of  the  preliminaries 
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towards  its  celebration  we  noticed  last  year,  was  marked  by 
fitting  ceremonials,  although  we  have  not  seen  any  account  of 
them. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its  several  Convo¬ 
cations,  as  recorded  in  the  volume  before  us,  were  dignified 
and  fraternal,  as  befits  a  Jurisdiction  that  was  about  to  com¬ 
plete  its  one  hundredth  year.  At  the  March  Convocation  M. 
E.  General  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  George  L.  Mc- 
Cahan,  accompanied  by  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priests,  Com¬ 
panions  John  M.  Carter,  of  Maryland,  and  George  H.  Kenyon, 
of  Rhode  Island,  was  formally  received. 

We  have  hitherto  remarked  that  the  Chapters  are  not  num¬ 
bered  as  in  Pennsylvania  ;  they  are  distinguished  by  name 
only. 

* 

By  vote  of  the  Grand  Chapter  our  esteemed  Companion, 
Seranus  Bowen,  although  serving  as  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
was  requested  to  continue  his  congenial  labors  as  Reviewer  of 
the  acts  and  doings  of  sister  Grand  bodies,  and  in  a  truly 
fraternal  manner  he  performed  that  duty  for  the  seventh  time. 

He  quoted  from  the  Correspondence  Report  of  Arkansas  for 
1896  : 

“  The  General  Grand  Chapter  has  no  power  to  enforce  the  collection  of 
any  revenue,  and  assessments  are  voluntarily  paid  in.  The  General  Grand 
Chapter  Ritual  has  been  adopted  by  only  a  few  Grand  Chapters.  We  can¬ 
not  understand  why  so  many  correspondents  contend  for  ‘  Power’  for  the 
General  Grand  Chapter.  It  has  no  power  over  anybody  or  anything,  ex¬ 
cept  territory  not  occupied  by  a  Grand. Chapter,  and  over  Subordinate  Chap¬ 
ters  in  such  territory  it  has  the  same  power  as  a  State  Grand  Chapter  ;  no 
more,  no  less.  These  questions  have  been  discussed  in  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  time  and  again,  and  always  so  settled,  and  clearly  so  stated  in  the 
constitution.  As  an  ‘  advisory  board,’ or  arbitration  board,  its  deliverances 
are  entitled  to  the  most  profound  respect.” 

Under  Connecticut,  he  wrote  as  to  Companion  Barlow’s  Re¬ 
port  on  Correspondence  in  reference  to  Massachusetts: 

"  We  are  in  accord  with  him  in  the  following : 

“  There  is  force  in  his  statement  that  its  social  features  are  enjoyed  by 
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only  a  few.  We  wish  they  might  be  extended,  for  we  think  more  of  it 
would  be  beneficial  in  all  branches  of  the  order;  but  we  believe  the  funda¬ 
mental  principle  that  each  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Chapter  is  supreme  within 
its  own  jurisdiction,  is  one  that  should  not  be  surrendered  to  any  governing 
body.  We  believe  the  General  Grand  Chapter  as  an  advisory  body  wields 
an  influence  for  good  beyond  its  social  features.” 

This  is  approaching  dangerously  near  to  the  Pennsylvania 
view  of  the  supremacy  of  a  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Chapter. 

We  find  in  quotations  made  from  Georgia  and  other  Jurisdic¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  our  own,  in  which  levity  during  the  conferring 
of  Degrees  is  severely  condemned,  and  the  “ritual,”  whether 
written  or  in  ciphef,  is  variously  commented  upon  and  con¬ 
demned. 

% 

Under  Pennsylvania,  the  several  Quarterly  and  the  Annual 
Communications  are  noted,  as  well  as  statistics,  also  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  Committee  to  Revise  the  Constitution.  The 
death  of  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Nisbet  is  mentioned. 
Several  of  the  decisions  of  the  retiring  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest  Bartlett  are  copied,  also  several  paragraphs  from  the 
address  of  the  newly  installed  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  John¬ 
son.  Copious  extracts  are  produced  from  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Correspondence,  and  he  concludes  his  reference 
to  it  thus: 

“  The  Report  is  full  of  interest,  but  we  have  given  it  all  the  space  at  our 
command.” 

Our  Companion  wrote: 

“  Companion  Africa  again  reviews  Massachusetts.  He  refers  to  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  Committee  on  the  Centennial.  He  takes  exception  to  Grand 
High  Priest  Waite’s  Statement  that  ‘  Massachusetts  enjoys  the  distinction  of 
having  on  its  rolls  the  first  organized  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  country.’  ” 

We  will  not  at  this  time  take  issue,  because  matters  of  his¬ 
torical  interest  are  now  being  investigated  by  the  Committee 
on  Centennial,  and  we  await  their  conclusions. 

We  distinctly  disclaimed  (in  1896)  inviting  a  controversy  with 
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M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Waite  on  this  subject,  and  only  quoted 
P.  G.  G.  H.  P.  Chapman,  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of 
R.  A.  M.  of  the  U.  S.,  as  saying  that  “  Royal  Arch  Lodge 
No.  3,  in  Philadelphia,  had  the  degree  in  1767,”  two  years 
earlier  than  St.  Andrew’s  Royal  Arch  Lodge  in  Boston. 

As  stated  above,  we  have  not  seen  the  Proceedings  had  at 
the  celebration  of  the  Centennial  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Massachusetts  last  March,  and  are  unaware  of  any  new  facts 
that  may  have  rewarded  the  labors  of  the  investigators. 

All  Grand  Lodge  records  in  Pennsylvania  anterior  to  1779, 
except  the  Charter  and  a  few  papers  and  some  Lodge  and 
Chapter  records  in  private  hands,  were  destroyed  or  lost  during 
the  British  occupancy  of  Philadelphia,  1777-1778.  We  now 
refer  to  the  “Ancient  York,”  in  contradistinction  to  the  “  Mod¬ 
ern  Grand  Lodge.”  The  Ahiman  Rezon  of  Pennsylvania, 
adopted  18th  April,  1825,  says  on  page  79: 

“  The  first  royal  arch  chapter  of  America,  of  which  we  pos¬ 
sess  a  particular  account  is  that  held  in  Pennsylvania,  anterior 
to  the  year  1758.  This  chapter,  working  under  the  warrant 
of  No.  3,  was  recognized  by,  and  had  communion  with  a  mili¬ 
tary  chapter,  working  under  a  warrant  351,  granted  by  the 
grand  lodge  of  England,  and  its  proceedings  were  subsequently 
approved  by  that  honorable  body,  as  appears  from  a  communi¬ 
cation  from  its  deputy  grand  master  Dermott.  Upon  like 
principles  other  chapters  were  established  in  Pennsylvania.” 

Chapter  No.  3  (now  Jerusalem  Chapter,  No.  3),  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  designated  in  the  early  records  as  Royal  Arch  Lodge  No. 
3,  has  its  minutes  back  as  far  as  the  meeting  held  December  3, 
1763,  when  “the  minutes  of  the  previous  meetings  were  read 
and  approved.” 

From  the  date  of  the  introduction  of  “Ancient”  Free¬ 
masonry  in  Pennsylvania,  some  time  prior  to  1758,  until  ’1824, 
when  the  Grand  Chapter  became  wholly  independent  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  Chapters  were  held  under  and  by  virtue  of 
Lodge  Warrants  and  bore  the  same  numbers.  After  July  16, 
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1824,  new  Chapters  could  be  constituted  only  by  virtue  of 
Warrants  issued  by  the  Grand  Chapter.  The  Chapters  then  in 
existence  were  to  receive  new  Warrants  bearing-  the  same 
numbers  as  the  Lodge  Warrants  under  which  they  worked. 
Under  this  regulation  new  Warrants  were  issued  to  Chapters 
No.  3,  21,  43,  52  and  91,  and  to  a  number  of  others  that  have 
ceased  to  exist. 

The  members  of  every  society  instituted  among  men  show  a 
commendable  pride  in  the  antiquity  of  their  own  particular 
organization.  Freemasons  in  this  particular  are  like  the  rest 
of  mankind.  While  we  stand  up  for  Pennsylvania  Free- 
masony,  we  hope  we  are  not  so  bigoted  as  to  ignore  the  right¬ 
ful  claims  of  our  Brethren  or  Companions  of  other  Jurisdic¬ 
tions.  The  old  order  of  conferring  the  Degree  of  Royal  Arch 
under  the  authority  of  Lodge  Warrants  might  have  continued 
indefinitely  in  Pennsylvania,  if  a  certain  James  Molan,  not  a 
member  of  any  Lodge  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania,  had 
not  in  1795  attempted  by  fraud  to  use  the  Warrants  of  three  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Lodges,  19,  52  and  67,  and  the  unlawful  conferring  of  the 
Royal  Arch  Degree  on  a  Brother  from  Maryland  and  one  from 
Georgia,  to  constitute  a  Grand  Chapter.  The  Grand  Lodge, 
at  an  Extra  Communication,  held  November  17,  1795,  on  being 
informed  of  these  irregular  proceedings,  suspended  the  War¬ 
rants  of  these  Lodges  “until  the  next  Grand  Communication.” 
Later  in  the  same  month,  the  participants  in  the  formation  of 
the  alleged  Grand  Chapter  having  agreed  to  dissolve  the  same, 
and  they  having  acknowledged  the  supreme  authority  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  the  suspended  Warrants  were 
restored.  On  the  same  day,  November  23,  1795,  the  Grand 
Lodge  adopted  a  resolution  declaring  “that  a  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  be  opened  under  the  immediate  sanction  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania.” 

This  Massachusetts  volume,  neatly  arranged  and  printed, 
contains  an  excellent  steel  portrait  of  Companion  Frederick  T. 
Comee,  who  served  as  Grand  High  Priest  in  1895,  ’96  and  ’97. 

Seranus  Bowen,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

J.  Albert  Blake,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


!52 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1898. 


MICHIGAN. 

The  Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  this  Jurisdiction 
met  in  the  Fiftieth  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city  of  Grand. 
Rapids,  commencing  on  the  18th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1898, 
A.  I.  2428. 

The  brief  and  business-like  address  of  the  retiring  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Charlie  Gray,  is  largely  de¬ 
voted  to  matters  of  local  concern.  Among  the  dispensations 
granted  by  him  was  one  to  a  Chapter  to  hold  a  public  installa¬ 
tion  of  officers,  and  receive  and  ballot  on  petitions  “without 
the  usual  delay.”'  In  Pennsylvania  public  installations  are  not 
permitted,  and  the  Grand  High  Priest  cannot  set  aside  the  Con¬ 
stitutional  provisions  which  prescribe  the  time  and  manner  of 
receiving  and  acting  on  petitions.  He  decided  that  the  High 
Priest  of  a  Chapter  need  not  require  Mark  Masters  to  choose 
a  mark  and  have  the  same  recorded,  and  that  a  Companion 
entitled  to  a  dimit  (we  call  it  a  Certificate  of  Withdrawal) 
should  receive  it,  whether  he  had  chosen  a  mark  and  had  it 
recorded  or  not.  In  Pennsylvania,  all  Mark  Master  Masons  are 
required  to  adopt  and  record  their  marks  with  the  Secretary  of 
their  Mark  Lodge  or  Chapter  within  four  months  after  having 
received  the  Mark  Master’s  degree.  He  also  decided  that: 

“  A  dimit  from  a  Chapter  out  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  before  it  could 
be  received  by  a  Chapter  in  this  Jurisdiction,  should  have  the  certificate  of 
the  Grand  Secretary  of  the  state  in  which  the  Chapter  granting  the  dimit 
is  located,  to  the  effect  that  said  Chapter  was  legally  constituted  and  author¬ 
ized  to  work.” 

He  reported  the  constituting  during  the  year  of  three  new 
Chapters,  numbered  respectively  134,  135  and  136. 

From  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  it  is  found  that  the 
net  increase  in  membership  is  but  little  over  one-half  of  the 
increase  for  the  preceding  year.  He  wrote : 


“  The  loss  in  membership  is  due  largely  to  dimissions  and  suspensions. 
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Many  members  doubtless  take  dimits  from  their  Chapters  simply  to  escape 
the  payment  of  dues.  Having  used  the  Chapter  as  a  stepping  stone  to  the 
Commandery,  they  have  no  further  use  for  it,  and  do  not  care  enough 
about  it  to  be  even  willing  to  pay  annual  dues  to  help  sustain  it.” 

The  report  on  the  finances  shows  economy  and  careful  manage¬ 
ment.  After  the  disbursements  for  the  year  were  made,  there 
remained  a  balance  of  $4,662.60  in  the  Treasury.  An  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  prohibiting  the  granting 
of  a  dimit  to  a  Companion  who  continues  to  reside  within  the 
Jurisdiction  of  his  Chapter,  except  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 
a  new  Chapter.  Necessity  may  have  prompted  the  engrafting 
of  this  new  feature  upon  the  Constitution,  to  prevent  the  multi¬ 
plication  of  dimits  to  members  who  hanker  after  the  miscalled 
higher  degrees  to  the  neglect  of  Ancient  Freemasonry.  While 
the  end  may  be  desirable,  we  think  the  method  is  contrary-  to 
the  spirit  of  the  institution.  A  petitioner  for  the  benefits  of 
Freemasonry  must  come  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord,  and  in 
the  Jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania,  in  either  Lodge  or  Chapter, 
he  is  just  as  free  to  sever  his  connection  with  the  Fraternity  as 
he  was  to  form  it. 

The  great  event  of  this  meeting  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Michigan,  was  the  assemblage  of  the  officers  and  members  of 
the  Grand  Chapter,  on  the  evening  of  the  18th,  for  the  purpose 
of  celebrating  the  semi-centennial  of  the  formation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter.  Companion  Jefferson  S.  Conover,  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary,  delivered  an  historical  address.  From  this  valuable 
paper  we  learn  that  the  first  Chapter  in  that  Jurisdiction  was 
Monroe,  formed  in  Detroit  by  authority  of  a  dispensation 
issued  December  18,  1818,  by  Companion  DeWitt  Clinton,  then 
General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 
Other  Chapters  were  subsequently  organized  under  authority- 
from  the  General  Grand  Chapter.  At  a  convention  of  Chap¬ 
ters  held  March  9,  1848,  officers  of  a  Grand  Chapter  were 
chosen,  and  at  an  adjourned  meeting  held  on  the  18th  of  the 
same  month  the  officers  were  installed.  The  latter  is  the  date 
at  which  the  Grand  Chapter  is  claimed  to  have  been  organized. 
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There  were  then  three  Chapters,  with  a  total  membership  of 
about  fifty.  Now  there  are  13 1  Chapters,  with  13,239  mem¬ 
bers. 

Companion  Conover’s  retrospect  of  the  first  half-century  of 
Capitular  Masonry  in  his  Jurisdiction  is  creditable  to  himself 
and  the  Craft,  and  will  be  more  and  more  highly  prized  for  its 
historical  information  as  years  roll  on. 

After  the  close  of  Companion  Conover’s  address,  the  Com¬ 
panions  to  the  number  of  about  three  hundred  sat  down  to  a 
banquet,  during  which  several  entertaining  addresses  were 
delivered.  The  volume  of  Proceedings  is  swollen  to  unusual 
proportions  by  sketches  of  the  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and 
the  insertion  of  their  portraits.  These  illustrated  sketches 
form  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  history  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  Michigan. 

The  birth-places  of  the  40  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  sketches 
of  the  lives  of  whom  are  given,  were  as  follows:  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  3 ;  Massachusetts,  1 ;  Connecticut,  2  ;  Rhode  Island,  1 ; 
New  Jersey,  1;  New  York,  19;  Ohio,  3;  Michigan,  4;  Den¬ 
mark,  Hanover,  Scotland  and  Canada,  each  1 ;  unknown,  2. 
Of  the  30  born  in  the  American  States  outside  of  Michigan,  26 
were  from  States  lying  in  higher  latitudes  than  Pennsylvania, 
thus  showing  the  tendency  of  our  people  in  moving  westward 
to  follow  lines  of  latitude. 

Although  the  arrangements  for  the  fitting  celebration  of  the 
semi-centennial  imposed  much  additional  labor  on  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary  Conover,  he  found  time  to  prepare  a  Report  on  Corre¬ 
spondence  in  which  the  proceedings  of  nearly  half  a  hundred 
Grand  Chapters  were  reviewed.  Under  Maryland  he  wrote: 

“  An  event  which  seldom  occurs  in  a  Grand  Masonic  body  was  the  re- 
election  and  re-appointment  of  the  entire  line  of  Grand  Officers.” 

The  custom  of  electing  and  appointing  the  officers  of  both 
the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  for  a 
second  term,  has  been  observed  for  more  than  a  century. 
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In  his  review  of  the  Proceedings  of  our  Grand  Chapter  for 
1896,  Companion  Conover  wrote: 

“At  the  annual  Communication  Grand  High  Priest  Ezra  S.  Bartlett 
•delivered  what  is  called  in  other  Jurisdictions  the  annual  ‘  address,’  but 
here  it  is  termed  annual  ‘  report.’ 

We  thank  him  for  calling  attention  to  the  use  of  the  word 
“report,”  which  doubtless  was  inadvertently  used.  The  Com¬ 
munication  made  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  annually  on  St.  John’s  Day,  December  27,  is  an  “address,” 
and  not  a  “report.”  In  that  Communication  he  reports  his 
official  acts  during  the  preceding  year,  notes  the  condition  of 
the  Craft,  and  makes  such  recommendations  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  as  to  him  may  seem  fit. 

Last  year,  Companion  Drummond,  of  Maine,  in  his  review  of 
Michigan  for  1897,  wrote:  “From  the  decisions  made  and  ap¬ 
proved  we  find — 

“  ‘  1.  That  a  dimit  is  not  a  matter  of  right,  but  can  be  had  only  by  a  vote  of 
the  chapter,  which  may  grant  or  refuse  it  at  its  pleasure.’ 

“  We  believe  this  to  be  in  conflict  with  the  early  usage  in  this  country, 
which  allowed  a  member  to  ‘  resign  ’  his  membership  at  pleasure. 

“  ‘  2.  That  an  unafflliated  Master  Mason  cannot  be,  or  remain  (as  we 
understand  it)  a  member  of  a  chapter,  and  that  a  chapter  may  try  and 
suspend  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  from  all  Capitular  rights  for  ‘  voluntary  non- 
affiliation  as  a  Master  Mason  ’  continued  for  twelve  months.’ 

“  We  believe  the  last  to  be  a  violation  of  a  landmark  of  the  institution. 

“  ‘  3.  That  a  candidate,  rejected  in  any.Grand  Jurisdiction,  cannot  be 
received  in  a  Michigan  chapter  without  the  consent  of  the  rejecting 
chapter. 

“  ‘  4.  That  a  Michigan  chapter  cannot  under  any  circumstances  receive  a 
petition  from  one  residing  without  the  state,  and  can  confer  the  degrees 
upon  such  a  candidate,  only  after  he  has  been  elected  by  the  chapter  hav¬ 
ing  jurisdiction  over  him,  at  the  request  of  such  chapter.’ 

“  This  is  contrary  to  law  in  most  Jurisdictions,  and  apparently  grows  out 
of  the  provision  of  the  constitution  requiring  six  months’  residence  of  a 
candidate  in  all  cases,  with  no  exception.’’ 
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As  to  decision  No.  1,  we  are  in  accord  with  Companion 
Drummond.  It  is  held  in  Pennsylvania  that  a  man  must  seek 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  Freemasonry  of  his  own  free  will 
and  accord.  He  is  alike  free  to  resign  membership  in  Lodge 
or  Chapter  if  his  dues  have  been  paid  and  no  charges  are  pend¬ 
ing  against  him. 

As  to  decision  No.  2,  the  Pennsylvania  law  prescribes  as  a 
prerequisite  on  the  part  of  an  applicant  for  the  Capitular  de¬ 
grees  or  for  membership  that  he  must  be  a  member  of  a  Lodge 
of  Master  Masons.  If  he  becomes  a  member  of  a  Chap¬ 
ter,  and  afterward  ceases  to  be  a  member  of  a  Lodge  for  a 
longer  period  than  six  months,  he  thereby  loses  his  membership 
in  the  Chapter.  In  certain  cases  restoration  to  membership  in 
the  Lodge  restores  membership  in  the  Chapter. 

Decisions  Nos.  3  and  4  are  according  to  the  usage  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  A  petitioner  for  the  Capitular  degrees  must  declare 
in  his  petition  that  “he  has  not  heretofore  been  rejected  by 
any  regularly  constituted  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons,  or 
Most  Excellent  Master  Masons,  or  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons.” 

There  is,  as  Companion  Conover  intimates,  too  great  a  dis¬ 
position  on  the  part  of  many  Brothers  of  our  Guild  to  neglect 
the  precepts  inculcated  by  the  Ancient  Craft,  and  seek  the 

“  Tinsel  show,  and  a’  that,” 

of  what  the  world  esteems  the  “higher  degrees.”  In  writing 
thus  we  neither  express  nor  imply  any  reflection  upon  organi¬ 
zations  conferring  other  degrees  on  Royal  Arch  Masons,  but 
insist  that  every  Companion  must  render  loyal  allegiance  to  his- 
Lodge  and  Chapter. 

Our  Companions  of  the  lake-girt  State  are  to  be  congratu¬ 
lated  on  the  rounding  out  of  the  first  half  century  of  the  existence 
of  their  Grand  Chapter,  with  a  large  membership,  a  good 
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balance  in  the  Treasury  and  the  spirit  of  true  fraternity  that 
appears  to  prevail  within  its  borders. 

Companion  Charles  M.  Norton,  Lansing,  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest. 

Companion  Jefferson  S.  Conover,  Grand  Rapids,  R.  E. 
Grand  Secretary. 


MINNESOTA. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  this  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  held  its  Thirty-Seventh  Annual  Convocation  in  the  Masonic 
Temple  at  St.  Paul,  on  the  25th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1898, 
A.  I.  2428.  Emblems  of  mourning  indicated  the  death  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest.  Forty-seven  of  the  fifty-eight  Chapters 
were  represented.  Eight  Grand  High  Priests  were  in  attend¬ 
ance. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Oscar  L.  Cutter, 
having  departed  this  life  September  4,  the  annual  address  was 
delivered  by  the  Acting  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Isaac 
L.  Hart,  in  which  he  paid  a  fitting  tribute  to  the  virtues  of  the 
late  Grand  High  Priest.  Among  the  questions  propounded  to 
the  deceased  and  answered  by  him  is  the  following: 

“  Question  :  One  of  the  members  of  our  lodge  is  anxious  to  join  the 
chapter,  but  we  are  not  sure  that  he  is  eligible,  from  the  fact  that  he  runs 
a  bar  in  connection  with  his  hotel.  He  is  all  right  otherwise,  and  would 
make  a  good  member. 

“  Answer  :  Not  ineligible  solely  on  account  stated  above.” 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  approved  this  decision  and 
the  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted. 

A  number  of  dispensations  were  granted  to  Chapters  to  re¬ 
ceive  and  ballot  upon  petitions  at  the  same  stated  “Convoca¬ 
tion  ”  of  the  Chapter.  Pennsylvania  law  does  not  permit  such  an 
innovation  of  the  “Ancient  Usages.”  A  request  from  a 
Chapter  to  “receive  and  act  upon  a  petition  at  a  Special  Con- 
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vocation,”  and  a  request  from  a  Chapter  “  to  receive  and  ballot 
upon  two  petitions  the  same  evening,  ”  were  properly  refused. 

Grand  Secretary  Companion  Thomas  Montgomery,  in  his 
official  report,  mentions  the  circumstances  attending  the  death 
of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Cutter,  gives  a  brief  sketch  of  his 
business  occupations  and  Masonic  life  and  of  his  personal 
merits.  Companion  Montgomery  visited  “Auld  Scotia”  in 
1897,  and  on  the  15th  of  September  of  that  year  (the  birthday 
anniversary  of  the  writer)  he  was  commissioned  as  Repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Minnesota.  As  the  writer  is  by  blood  ha’  a  Scotch¬ 
man,  he  congratulates  the  Companion  on  his  distinction. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  the  balance  of  cash  on  hand 
November  9,  1897,  as  $7,547.47,  and  October  25,  1898,  as 
$8,251.82,  showing  the  difference  on  the  right  side  of  the 
ledger. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  whose  report  wTas  adopted 
by  the  Grand  Chapter,  recommended — 

“  That  the  practice  of  granting  dispensations  to  receive  and  ballot  on  pe¬ 
titions  the  same  evening  is  not  to  be  commended,  and  dispensations  there¬ 
for  should  not  be  granted  except  for  extraordinary  reasons,  and  then  only 
in  cases  of  special  and  peculiar  urgency.” 

Companion  Montgomery  presented  the  Report  on  Cor¬ 
respondence,  written  in  his  usual  terse  style. 

Under  Canada,  we  read  an  extract  from  Companion  Ben¬ 
nett’s  report  as  follows: 

“  The  Past  Master’s  degree  continues  to  develop  opponents  and  to  find 
supporters.  With  some  the  ‘  physical  perfection  1  and  ‘  dependent  mem¬ 
bership  ’  theories  are  standard  themes  for  debate.  Ritual  and  ceremonial 
work  are,  in  not  a  few  cases,  fruitful  subjects  for  presiding  and  inspecting 
officers.  The  necessity  for  a  larger  measure  of  official  visitation  is  attract¬ 
ing  attention,  and  will,  if  pursued,  be  productive  of  benefit,  while  such 
matters  as  masonic  ceremonies  in  public,  the  introduction  of  the  feminine 
element  and  other  features,  regarded  as  innovation  by  some  and  aids  by 
others,  reveal  symptoms  of  future  controversy  and  fraternal  dispute.” 
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The  celebration  of  the  Centennial  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Maryland  and  the  handsome  volume  containing  a  record  of  the 
proceedings  are  fitly  noted,  and  the  report  of  the  Semi-Centen¬ 
nial  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan  received  like  fraternal 
notice.  In  a  few  years  over  a  decade  hence,  our  Companions 
of  Minnesota  will  be  warming  up  in  view  of  the  near  approach 
of  the  Semi-Centennial  of  their  Grand  Chapter,  and  we  doubt 
not  the  reaching  of  that  half-century  milestone  will  be  cele¬ 
brated  with  great  fervor. 

Under  Missouri,  Companion  Montgomery  refers  to  the 
granting  of  a  dispensation  “to  a  Chapter  to  act  as  escort  to  a 
Blue  Lodge”  in  laying  a  corner-stone,  and  he  adds,  referring  to 
the  Grand  High  Priest’s  remarks: 

“  No  wonder  he  thinks  ‘  it  will  send  a  shiver  down  the  back  of  some  one 
at  mention  of  it.’  Escorts  are  supposed  to  be  composed  of  a  body  of  men 
under  arms,  which  a  chapter  never  is.” 

We  transfer  Companion  Montgomery’s  remarks  under  North 
Carolina,  made  in  commenting  on  Companion  Southgate’s 
Report  on  Correspondence,  as  follows: 

‘‘We  understand  that  he  does  not  think  the  presence  of  the  charter 
necessary  to  open  a  lodge  or  chapter,  and  asks  the  question  :  ‘  What  are 
you  going  to  do  about  taking  the  charter  in  procession  on  masonic  occa¬ 
sions  ?  You  carry  the  Holy  Bible,  square  and  compass,  but  what  about 
the  charter?  You  have  no  chapter,  then,  unless  you  are  in  a  hall  where 
the  charter  hangs.’  We  refer  to  this  because  of  the  last  clause,  which 
intimates  that  a  charter  is,  or  should  be,  framed  and  hung  on  the  wall  of 
the  lodge-room.  In  Minnesota,  while  this  is  sometimes  done,  it  is  done 
through  ignorance,  as  it  is  forbidden.  We  never,  while  Master,  or  during 
a  service  of  seventeen  years  as  High  Priest,  opened  lodge  or  chapter 
without  having  the  charter,  which  was  kept  in  a  tin  case,  on  the  pedestal, 
or  at  least,  in  the  East  with  us,  and  hence  it  could  thus  be  as  readily  carried 
in  procession  as  the  three  great  lights,  and  without  the  presence  of  which 
the  lodge  is  not  complete.  Its  presence,  according  to  the  ritual,  seems  to 
be  as  necessary  to  form  a  legal  lodge  as  a  certain  number  of  Masons  and 
the  three  great  lights.  Still,  we  are  not  a  stickler  for  technicalities,  and  if 
it  was  easily  accessible,  we  would  consider  it  constructively  present,  so  far 
as  to  consider  legal  the  business  or  work  done  at  a  meeting  where,  for 
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instance,  the  Master  forgot  to  bring  it  with  him  from  his  safe  and  its 
absence  was  not  objected  to.  Where  it  is  destroyed,  as  by  fire,  no  meeting 
can  be  lawfully  held  without  it,  except  by  dispensation  from  the  Grand 
Master,  until  a  duplicate  is  issued  and  delivered.” 

4 

We  agree  with  Companion  Montgomery  about  the  necessity 
for  the  presence  of  the  Charter,  but  do  not  assent  to  the  propo¬ 
sition  that  it  can  be  constructively  present  when  it  was  in  the 
Master’s  safe  some  distance  away.  In  Pennsylvania,  the 
Ahiman  Rezon  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are 
alike  in  declaring  that  the  Warrant  of  Constitution  “must 
always  be  displayed  in  the  Lodge  (or  Chapter)  when  it  is 
opened  and  during  its  labors,”  and  “  when  there  is  no  Warrant 
displayed  there  can  be  no  Lodge  ”  (or  Chapter)  opened. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  for 
1897  and  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  are 
very  fully  noted  and  fraternally  commented  upon.  Copious 
extracts  from  the  latter  are  presented  relating  to  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  officers,  resigning  membership,  funerals,  action  on 
petitions,  the  right  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  to  confer 
degrees,  etc.,  and  we  commend  Companion  Montgomery  for 
his  fair  presentation  of  the  correspondent’s  views. 

In  reply  to  a  question  of  ours  in  what  particular  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  has  departed,  from  its  ancient  usage,  he  replied  by  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  frequent  changes  in  our  Ahiman  Rezon  concerning 
ceremonials,  and  stated  that  the  editions  of  1857,  1878  and  1895 
differ  materially.  The  first  Ahiman  Rezon  was  adopted  No¬ 
vember  22,  1781,  and  it  then  met  the  requirements  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  its  limited  constituency.  As  Lodges  and 
membership  increased  in  numbers,  new  questions  of  local  gov¬ 
ernment  arose,  which  were  met  by  the  adoption  of  a  code  of 
“Rules  and  Regulations,”  which  was  from  time  to  time 
amended  or  revised,  as  necessity  required,  until  it  was  sup¬ 
planted  by  a  new  Ahiman  Rezon,  adopted  April  18,  1825. 
Revisions  of  the  Ahiman  Rezon  received  the  approval  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  June  15,  1857,  June  15,  1867,  December  5,  1877, 
December  6,  1893,  and  December  4,  1895.  The  Constitution 
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of  the  Grand  Chapter  has  also  been  revised  several  times. 
Our  Ahiman  Rezons  declare  that  “the  Grand  Lodge  has  the 
power  to  enact  Laws  and  Regulations  for  the  government  of 
the  Craft,  and  to  alter  and  repeal  such  Laws  and  Regulations; 
but  it  cannot  change,  alter  or  destroy  the  Ancient  Land¬ 
marks.  ’  ’ 

Companion  Montgomery  quotes  from  our  review  of  1897  : 

“  Regularly  organized  Freemasonry  in  Pennsylvania  dates  back  almost 
one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  years.  It  cannot  be  shown  that  at  any  time 
during  that  period  any  Masonic  officers,  Grand  or  subordinate,  were  law¬ 
fully  installed  in  public.  A  public  installation  is,  and  always  has  been, 
contrary  to  both  the  spirit  and  letter  of  our  law.” 

And  he  adds: 

“We  infer  from  the  qualifying  adverb  lawfully  that  installations  in 
public  do  occasionally  occur  in  violation  of  law,  but,  without  quibbling,  we 
are  willing  to  accept  the  general  contention  that  they  are  now,  and  always 
have  been,  unalterably  opposed  to  public  installations  and  the  use  of  cipher 
Rituals.” 

“Lawfully”  is  a  qualifying  word  commonly  used  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Masonry.  It  was  not  used  in  the  above-quoted  para¬ 
graph  so  that  an  inference  might  be  drawn  from  it  that  “in¬ 
stallations  in  public  do  occasionally  occur,  in  violation  of  law.” 
The  writer  never  heard  or  read  of  a  public  installation  of 
Lodge  or  Chapter  officers  in  Pennsylvania,  and  if  such  an  un¬ 
lawful  procedure  ever  occurred  he  would  like  to  be  enlightened 
concerning  it. 

Appended  to  Companion  Montgomery’s  report  is  a  valuable 
table  of  statistics,  from  which  we  learn  that  there  are  2,526 
Chapters  in  the  United  States  with  208,510  members.  Among 
the  Grand  Chapters,  New  York  reports  the  greatest  number  of 
members,  and  is  followed  by  Pennsylvania,  Illinois,  Ohior 
Michigan  and  Massachusetts,  in  the  order  as  named,  each 
having  over  10,000.  The  Stateshaving  over  100  Chapters  each 
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rank  as  follows:  New  York,  188;  Illinois,  186;  Ohio,  149; 
Texas,  833;  Michigan,  131;  Pennsylvania,  121,  and  Iowa,  121. 

The  volume  of  Proceedings  has  as  a  frontispiece,  a  portrait 
of  Companion  Oscar  L.  Cutter,  the  last  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest.  Companion  Cutter  was  stricken  with  death  on  the 
road  between  Elk  River  and  Anoka,  on  the  4th  day  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1898,  when  serving  his  second  year.  The  Grand  Chapter 
adopted  and  placed  on  record  an  appropriate  and  touching 
memorial  of  the  deceased. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  at  St.  Paul,  Oc¬ 
tober  10,  1899. 

Isaac  L.  Hart,  Pipestone,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Thomas  Montgomery,  St.  Paul,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

MISSOURI. 

On  the  28th  and  29th  days  of  April,  A.  D.  1898,  A.  I.  2428, 
the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Missouri,  met  in  the  Fifty-Second  Annual  Convocation  in  the 
city  of  St.  Louis. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  William  F.  Kuhn  de¬ 
livered  an  annual  address  covering  thirty-six  pages  of  the 
printed  Proceedings.  It  is  an  excellent  paper  and  contains  a 
synoptical  account  of  the  doings  of  the  Grand  High  Priest, 
with  judicious  local  criticisms  and  good  advice.  From  the 
opening  paragraphs  we  copy  the  following: 

“  Time  has  tolled  another  year  into  eternity,  and  added  one  more  to  our 
history;  crushed  many  a  cherished  hope;  fulfilled  many  a  fond  dream. 
Had  life  no  aspirations,  years  and  days  would  be  mere  playthings.  Had 
the  heart  no  longings,  contentment  would  reign  supreme.  Had  hope  no 
fruition,  then  a  day  would  be  an  eternity  of  years.  But  I  am  reminded  in 
this  Annual  Convocation  that — 

‘  We  live  in  deeds,  not  years  ;  in  thoughts,  not  breaths  ; 

In  feelings,  not  in  figures  on  a  dial  ; 

We  should  count  time  by  heart-throbs  :  he  most  lives 
Who  thinks  most,  feels  the  noblest,  acts  the  best.’ 
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May  our  Fifty-second  Annual  Assembly  be  in  this  spirit;  duly  alive  to  the 
responsibilities  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  has  placed  upon  us.  Our  Grand 
Jurisdiction  has  been  blessed  in  field,  in  mart,  in  home,  and  ‘  Peace  be 
within  thy  gates  ’  has  come  to  us  like  a  benediction,  as  of  old.  We  feel, 
not  only  our  responsibility  in  the  special  duties  now  before  us,  but  our  duty 
as  citizens.  Masonry  is  true  to  every  duty  that  ennobles  man,  an  inspira¬ 
tion  to  the  oppressed,  and  a  foe  to  bigotry,  priest-craft  and  tyranny.  We 
rejoice  in  the  mandate  that  our  country  has  flung  to  the  winds  of  the 
world,  encircled  in  the  silken  folds  of  our  starry  flag,  and  enshrined,  if 
need  be,  in  the  blood  of  our  heroes  :  ‘  Out,  out  of  Cuba,  thou  shalt  go, 
treacherous  descendants  of  an  inquisitorial  race  !  ” 

“We  are  loval  to  our  God,  to  our  countrv,  and  to  every  dutv  that 
Masonry  places  upon  our  hearts  and  consciences.  In  this  spirit  we  meet 
to-day.” 

A  dispensation  was  granted  to  a  Chapter  to  escort  a  Lodge 
in  laying  the  corner-stone  of  a  public  building.  The  Grand 
High  Priest,  in  announcing  the  issuing  of  this  dispensation, 
added : 

“  I  am  well  aware  that  the  granting  of  this  Dispensation  will  send  a 
shiver  down  the  back  of  some  strict  constructionist.  But  I  have  an 
humble  opinion  that  there  can  be  no  more  honorable  and  appropriate 
escort  to  a  Blue  Lodge,  on  such  an  occasion,  than  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons.  There  is  no  monopoly  in  the  escort  business,  and  it  is  not  con¬ 
fined  to  swords  and  plumes.” 

We  have  no  right  to  meddle  with  the  affairs  of  a  sister  Juris¬ 
diction,  nevertheless  we  are  impelled  to  express  regret  in  noting 
this  action,  which,  in  our  horizon,  is  esteemed  an  innovation 
upon  the  ancient  customs  of  the  Craft.  Our  Pennsylvania  law 
says : 

“  No  procession  or  other  public  display  of  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  or  Most 
Excellent  or  Mark  Masters’  Lodge,  as  such,  shall  be  allowed.” 

Most  of  the  decisions  rendered  by  the  Grand  High  Priest 
would  be  accepted  in  Pennsylvania  as  good  Masonic  law.  A 
very  brief  synopsis  of  some  of  them  is ; 

Applications  for  Dispensations  to  ballot  out  of  time,  to  receive  petitions 
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for  Degrees  for  less  than  the  minimum  fee,  and  to  confer  Degrees  on  a 
minister  free  of  charge  were  refused. 

Suspension  in  the  Blue  Lodge  has  the  same  effect  in  the  Chapter.  A 
reinstatement  in  the  Lodge  works  a  reinstatement  in  the  Chapter. 

To  elect  an  officer  by  acclamation  is  contrary  to  Masonic  usage. 

Every  member  of  a  Chapter  has  the  inherent  right  to  cast  his  ballot  for 
any  one  he  may  choose,  and  no  one  has  the  power  to  take  the  right  from 
him. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  determined  to  test  the  efficacy  of 
State  Chapters  of  Instruction  and  arranged  to  hold  them  at 
four  places  in  the  State.  His  conclusion  was  that  they  were 
a  failure,  notwithstanding  the  Grand  Lecturer  was  present  at 
each  place. 

In  Pennsylvania  we  have  a  different  system.  The  Common¬ 
wealth  is  divided  into  a  number  of  districts,  over  each  of  which 
a  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  is  appointed,  who  is  the 
authorized  instructor  for  his  district.  Last  year  (1897)  there 
were  twenty-four  districts.  We  have  authorized  Schools  of 
Instruction  which  meet  frequently.  The  Grand  Chapter  meets 
statedly  five  times  each  year,  and  at  least  at  four  of  these  Com¬ 
munications  one  or  more  of  the  Degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry 
are  officially  exemplified  without  written  or  printed  rituals. 
Once  each  year  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  spends  a  week  or 
longer  in  visiting  various  districts,  at  which  the  officers  of  the 
Chapters  in  the  respective  districts  are  required  to  be  present. 
The  Minutes  of  the  several  Chapters  are  examined  and  reported 
upon  and  such  information  imparted  and  instruction  given,  as 
the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  may  deem  expedient  or  neces¬ 
sary.  Besides  these  general  annual  visitations,  the  Grand 
High  Priest  makes  special  visitations  to  Chapters  whenever 
he  deems  it  necessary.  The  date  of  the  introduction  of  Schools 
of  Instruction  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania  carries  us 
back  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  century. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reported  that  on  January  1  he 

“  Attended  the  New  Year  reception  and  joint  public  installment  of  officers 
of  Orient  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  102  ;  Shekinah  Council,  No.  24,  Royal 
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and  Select  Masters,  and  Harmony  Chapter,  No.  162,  Order  of  Eastern  Star. 
The  attendance  was  very  large,  both  afternoon  and  evening.  While  it  was 
a  pleasure  to  install  the  officers  of  my  own  Chapter  (102),  the  great  pleasure 
of  this  New  Year’s  event  was  the  recognition  and  courtesy  extended  to  the 
ladies  of  the  Eastern  Star.  Their  deft  fingers  had  made  the  hall  and  ante¬ 
rooms  a  bower  of  beauty.  Their  presence  emphasized  the  fact  that  in  the 
great  moral  and  beneficent  work  of  Masonry  their  hands  are  often  more 
ready,  their  feet  often  more  willing,  and  their  hearts  throb  with  a  keener, 
deeper  and  sweeter  love.  What  is  stronger  than  a  woman’s  love,  sweeter 
than  a  woman’s  sympathy,  more  lasting  than  a  woman’s  trust  ?  Yes,  side 
side  by  side  with  Masonry  there  is  room  for  woman’s  work.” 

Such  assemblages  may  be  permitted  by  the  laws  of  Missouri, 
but  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania  the  Grand  Chapter 
recognizes  only  the  Symbolic  and  Capitular  Degrees  in  Free¬ 
masonry.  Public  installations  are  not  permitted,  and  we  know 
nothing  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 

Most  of  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  elective,  and 
the  Grand  High  Priest  recommended  that  all  be  made  elective 
save  the  Grand  Lecturer,  Grand  Chaplain  and  Sentinel. 
Among  his  reasons  are : 

“As  it  stands  to-day,  the  incoming  Grand  High  Priest  appoints  the  future 
Grand  High  Priest.  No  Grand  High  Priest  wishes  to  remove  the  appoint¬ 
ments  of  his  predecessors,  however  much  he  may  feel  the  interests  of  the 
Craft  might  be  subserved  thereby.  Again,  this  appointive  power  is  often 
hedged  in  by  geographical  lines,  and  an  excellent  man  must  be  sacrificed 
to  a  less  capable  one  to  satisfy  certain  portions  of  a  Jurisdiction.” 

From  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
Pennsylvania  down  to  the  present  time,  all  officers  below  the 
station  of  Grand  Secretary  were  appointed  by  the  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter.  The  law  in  the  Grand  Chapter  is  the  same,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  Companion  to  a  subordinate  place  does  not 
imply  that  the  succeeding  Grand  High  Priest  shall  advance 
him  or  even  reappoint  him.  Any  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
may  be  elected  Junior  Grand  Warden,  and  any  member  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  may  be  elected  Grand  Scribe.  The  almost  in¬ 
variable  custom  in  the  Grand  Chapter  is  to  re-elect  the  Scribe, 
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King  and  High  Priest,  and  to  advance  the  Junior  elective 
officers  every  second  year.  On  the  installation  of  a  new  Grand 
High  Priest,  he  is  free  to  select  his  own  subordinate  officers 
from  the  body  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  At  the  elections  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter  respectively,  in  the  current 
month  (December,  1898),  neither  the  Brother  who  was  chosen 
Junior  Grand  Warden  nor  the  Companion  who  was  chosen 
Grand  Scribe  had  served  as  a  floor  officer  in  their  respective 
Grand  bodies,  but  they  each  had  excellent  Masonic  training  in 
other  official  positions.  Our  immemorable  usage,  contemplat¬ 
ing  two  years’  service  in  each  elective  station,  gives  the  Com¬ 
panion  such  experience  as  enables  him,  when  he  reaches  the 
highest  station,  to  perform  its  duties  efficiently. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  seems  to  have  devoted  much  time  to 
the  examination  of  Chapters  as  to  their  work,  efficiency,  etc., 
and  he  reports  many  of  them  to  be  in  poor  condition,  finan¬ 
cially  and  otherwise.  He  said: 

“  Something  must  be  done,  and  the  something  must  be  a  Cipher  Ritual,  or 
a  Grand  Lecturer  who  will  devote  all  his  time  to  the  work  must  be  put  in 
the  field.  Both  propositions  have  many  favorable  and  strong  arguments. 
I  would  favor  the  Cipher  Ritual,  only,  as  a  last  resort,  but  better  that,  than 
nothing.  We  need  more  than  a  Ritual,  we  need  a  personality  behind  it — a 
Grand  Lecturer  who  will  not  only  carry  the  ritualistic  work  with  him  into 
every  Chapter,  but  who  will  infuse  into  the  weak  and  languishing  Chapters 
new  life  and  energy.” 

A  resolution  was  adopted  directing  that  the  work  should  be 
placed  in  cipher,  and  one  copy  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  each 
of  the  Grand  officers,  each  Past  Grand  High  Priest  active  in 
the  work  and  one  to  each  Chapter. 

An  amendment  to  the  By-Laws  was  adopted  making  a  resi¬ 
dence  of  twelve  months  in  the  State  a  pre-requisite  on  the  part 
of  a  petitioner  for  the  Capitular  Degrees,  and  one  prohibiting 
the  conferring  of  Degrees  on  any  Brother  who  has  no  fixed 
residence. 

The  Report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence  was  presented  by 


1898.  J 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


167 


Companion  William  H.  Mayo,  and  is  his  nineteenth.  The  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  forty-six  Grand  Jurisdictions  were  intelligently  and 
fraternally  reviewed.  Those  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  for  1897  are  fully  noted.  From  the  address  of  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest  Johnson  an  extract  is  made  from  that  por¬ 
tion  wherein  he  enjoined  the  duty  of  having  copies  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution  at  every  meeting,  and  advised  the  reading  occasionally 
in  open  Chapter,  such  portions  thereof  as  refer  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  subordinate  Chapters.  Companion  Mayo  wrote: 

“  We  most  heartily  approve  of  his  recommendation  to  read  and  study  the 
Constitution  and  Laws,  and  trust  that  some  of  the  High  Priests  in  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction  will  follow  his  advice  by  having  a  copy  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  our  own  Grand  Chapter  in  the  Chapter-room  at  every  Convoca¬ 
tion.”  ' 

Our  Companion,  in  referring  to  our  remarks  of  last  year  as 
to  the  ceremony  of  “Passing  the  Chair  ”  as  practiced  in  this 
Jurisdiction,  wrote: 

“  We  cannot  agree  with  Companion  Africa  in  his  citations  of  precedents 
for  members  being  asked  to  retire  who  have  not  been  raised  to  the  Sublime 
Degree  of  Master  Mason  when  a  Lodge  of  Master  Masons  is  about  to  be 
opened. 

“  The  conferring  of  Degrees  and  installation  of  officers  are  not  parallel 
cases. 

"  The  installation  ceremonies  are  all  printed  in  the  manuals  of  the  Chap¬ 
ter,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  any  one,  whether  he  or  she  be  a  Mason  or 
not,  should  not  be  present  when  a  Master  or  High  Priest  is  installed  ;  but 
it  is  the  law  in  Pennsylvania,  and  as  we  cannot  change  it,  we  let  the  matter 
drop.” 

If  a  Lodge  in  Missouri,  working,  say,  in  the  E.  A.  Degree, 
completes  its  labors  and  prepares  to  open  in  the  F.  C.  Degree, 
are  E.  A.  Masons  permitted  to  remain  therein  ? 

As  to  the  installation  ceremonies  in  Pennsylvania,  they  are 
not  all  printed ,  hence  such  ceremonies  must  be  conducted 
within  a  tyled  Lodge  or  Chapter.  There  seems  to  exist  a  mis¬ 
understanding  of  the  law  of  Pennsylvania  on  this  subject. 
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There  is  much  in  this  interesting  report  we  would  like  to 
refer  to  did  time  and  space  permit.  The  Grand  Chapter  is 
fairly  prosperous.  There  are  97  Chapters  with  a  membership 
of  6,786.  The  gain  over  last  year  was  43.  Balance  in  the 
treasury,  $9,987.70.  The  Report  is  prefaced  with  a  portrait  of 
the  retiring  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Kuhn.  The  next  Con¬ 
vocation  will  be  held  at  St.  Louis,  on  the  27th  day  of  April, 
1899. 

Charles  S.  Glaspell,  Kansas  City,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

William  H.  Mayo,  St.  Louis,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


MONTANA. 

In  the  city  of  Helena  the  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  met  in  its 
Ninth  Annual  Convocation,  on  the  13th  day  of  September, 
A.D.  1898,  A. I.  2428.  All  of  the  fourteen  chartered  (war¬ 
ranted)  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  retiring  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Robert 
Vickers,  in  a  well-considered  address  gave  an  account  of  his 
official  acts  during  the  preceding  year.  His  message  was  pre¬ 
faced  with  these  sentences: 

“  By  the  kind  favor  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  the  Great  I  Am,  we  are  per¬ 
mitted  once  more  to  meet  in  Grand  Annual  Convocation,  our  Ninth,  to 
review  the  work  and  experience  of  the  year  past,  and  take  counsel  together 
for  the  year  to  come.  Truly  we  can  say,  ‘  God  is  good,  and  His  mercy 
endureth  forever.’  Little  did  we  think  when  we  parted  one  year  ago  that 
the  storm  of  war,  so  long  brewing  in  the  neighboring  island  of  Cuba,  would 
so  soon  involve  us  in  its  dark  folds.  The  whole  spirit  and  tendency  of  our 
institution  is  towards  peace  ;  to  unite  men  and  nations  in  the  noble  work  of 
seeking  each  other’s  welfare  in  the  bonds  of  peace.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  granted  a  dispensation  for  a  Chapter 
to  receive  and  ballot  upon,  if  favorably  reported,  the  petition 
of  a  Companion  for  affiliation  without  waiting  the  usual  time. 
The  reason  given  for  the  application  was  that  the  applicant, 
anticipating  the  necessity  of  soon  leaving  a  place  named,  “was 
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desirous  of  being  in  condition  to  apply  for  the  Commandery 
Degrees.”  Reviewers  of  other  Jurisdictions  have,  from  time  to 
time,  deprecated  the  desire  of  candidates  to  hurry  through  ‘the 
Lodge  and  Chapter  to  take  the  so-called  higher  Degrees,  and 
expressed  regret  that  Grand  High  Priests  too  often  set  aside 
wholesome  restraints  and  permitted  the  candidates  to  “rush 
through  ”  the  Chapter.  In  Pennsylvania,  when  a  non-affiliated 
Companion  petitions  a  Chapter  for  membership,  the  petition 
must  take  the  same  course  as  that  of  a  Brother  for  initiation 
and  membership,  by  being  read  in  Chapter  at  a  stated  meeting, 
referred  to  a  committee  of  investigation  which  shall  report  at 
the  next  or  a  subsequent  stated  meeting,  and,  if  the  report 
should  be  favorable,  be  balloted  upon.  All  the  members  of 
the  Chapter  must  be  notified  of  the  full  name  of  the  petitioner, 
his  age,  occupation  and  residence. 

The  old  Regulations  provided  that : 

“  No  man  can  be  accepted  a  member  of  a  particular  Lodge  without 
previous  notice,  one  month  before,  given  to  the  Lodge,  in  order  to  make 
due  inquiry  into  the  reputation  and  capacity  of  the  candidate,  unless  by  a 
dispensation. 

“  But  no  man  can  be  entered  a  Brother  in  any  particular  Lodge,  or 
admitted  a  member  thereof,  without  unanimous  consent  of  all  the  members 
of  that  Lodge  then  present,  when  the  candidate  is  proposed,  and  when 
their  consent  is  formally  asked  by  the  Master.  They  are  to  give  their  con¬ 
sent  in  their  own  prudent  way,  either  virtually  or  in  form,  but  with  unan¬ 
imity.  Nor  is  this  inherent  privilege  subject  to  a  Dispensation  ;  because 
the  members  of  a  particular  Lodge  are  the  best  judges  of  it ;  and  because, 
if  a  turbulent  member  should  be  imposed  on  them,  it  might  spoil  their 
harmony,  or  hinder  the  freedom  of  their  communication,  or  even  break  or 
disperse  the  Lodge,  which  ought  to  be  avoided  by  all  true  and  faithful.” 

The  Pennsylvania  Ahiman  Rezon  of  1781  provided  that: 

“  No  Lodge  shall  Make  more  than  five  new  Brethren  at  one  time,  unless 
by  dispensation  from  the  Grand  Master,  or  Deputy  in  his  absence  ;  nor  shall 
any  person  be  made  or  admitted  a  member  of  a  Lodge  without  being  pro¬ 
posed  one  month  before,  that  due  notice  may  be  given  to  all  the  members 
to  make  the  necessary  enquiries  into  the  candidate’s  character,  and  that 
there  may  be  such  unanimity  in  the  election  and  admission  of  members  as 
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the  laws  require  ;  nor  can  there  be  any  dispensation  in  this  case,  because 
unanimity  is  essential  to  the  being  of  every  Lodge,  and  its  own  members 
are  the  best  judges  in  this  matter ;  for  if  it  were  allowed  that  any  foreign  or 
even  superior  jurisdiction  might  impose  a  fractious  or  disagreeable  mem¬ 
ber  upon  them,  it  might  destroy  their  harmony,  and  would  intrench  upon 
their  liberty,  to  the  great  injury,  if  not  the  total  dissolution  of  such  Lodge.” 

In  the  case  tinder  consideration,  if  the  circumstances  are 
accurately  stated,  the  petition  of  Companion  A.  S.  B.  was 
received  and  acted  upon  without  previous  notice  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Chapter.  This  is  surely  a  violation  of  the  “  Ancient 
Regulation,”  which  by  long  usage  has  assumed  the  force  of  a 
Landmark.  If  we  are  in  error  in  any  of  our  statements,  we- 
shall  be  quite  willing  to  make  ample  apology. 

As  to  the  second  dispensation  issued  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  November  10,  1897,  for  conferring  the  Chapter  degrees 
on  Brother  S.,  we  think  his  action  will  receive  general 
approval,  provided  that  the  Brother’s  petition  was  regularly 
presented  to  a  Chapter,  referred,  favorably  reported  on,  and  a 
ballot  of  approval  reported  on  and  a  ballot  of  approval  had. 
The  reason  given  for  this  unusual  action  was  that  the  petitioner 
lived  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  distant,  which  would  involve 
a  great  expenditure  of  time  and  money  for  him  to  present  him¬ 
self  to  the  Chapter  for  the  several  Capitular  degrees. 

A  dispensation  was  refused  to  a  Chapter  “to  enable  it  to 
confer  the  several  Chapter  degrees  on  the  same  candidate  in 
one  evening,  as  that  would  necessitate  advancement  without 
instruction  and  familiarity  with  the  lectures.” 

From  the  report  of  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary  Hedges,  we  learn 
that  the  membership  in  the  fifteen  Chapters  is  81 1,  a  gain  of  54 
during  the  year.  After  the  current  expenses  of  $984.47  were 
paid,  there  remained  a  satisfactory  balance  of  $1,096.33  in  the 
treasury. 

The  request  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Zealand 
for  recognition  and  exchange  of  Representatives  was  granted. 
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Companion  Hedges  presents  a  very  readable  report  on  Cor¬ 
respondence.  Under  Louisiana  we  find  these  sentences: 

“  Sooner  or  later  controversy  occurs  in  every  jurisdiction  over  the  status 
of  lodge  or  chapter  members  joining  in  a  petition  for  a  new  organization  . 
Several  years  ago  we  had  the  same  case  to  settle,  and  we  settled  it  once  for 
all  by  requiring  the  dimits  to  accompany  the  petition.” 

Our  Companion’s  decision  was  correct.  A  regulation 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  three-quarters 
of  a  century  ago  required  that  a  petition  for  a  new  Warrant 
must  be  accompanied  with  certificates  from  the  Lodge  or 
Lodges  to  which  the  applicants  last  belonged,  or  other  satis¬ 
factory  evidence  of  their  good  standing,  and  that  they  are  not 
members  of  any  Lodge.  The  present  Ahiman  Rezon  requires 
that  the  Lodge  certificates  (called  dimits  in  some  Jurisdictions 
of  the  petitioners  must  accompany  their  petition. 

Under  Maine,  he  said  that  Companion  Drummond 

“  Tells  us  that  the  rules  of  civil  law  do  not  apply  in  Masonry,  which  is  a 
law  unto  itself 

and  that 

“  He  holds  that  reinstallation  is  as  necessary  as  re-election.” 

In  both  propositions  Companion  Drummond  is,  from  our  stand¬ 
point,  correct.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  from  its 
constitution  down  to  the  present  day,  has  tenaciously  adhered 
to  both  of  them.  At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  held  on  the  first  Wednesday  and  7th  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  1898,  Brother  ,Thomas  R.  Patton,  after  having  served 
a  quarter  of  a  century  as  R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer,  was  again 
re-elected,  and  on  St.  John’s  Day,  December  27,  was  installed 
and  obligated  for  the  twenty-sixth  time. 

In  a  review  of  the  centennial  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Mary- 
land  our  Companion  inadvertently  stated  that  Philadelphia  was 
occupied  by  the  British  in  1781.  That  occupation  was  from 
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autumn  of  1777  until  the  spring  of  1778.  The  golden  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan  is  fraternally  noted. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  for 
1897  received  very  full  and  courteous  notice.  Companion 
Hedges  wrote  : 

“  Royal  Arch  Masonry  existed  prior  to  this  century  in  many  States  and 
in  Pennsylvania  among  the  rest.  How  and  why  Capitular  Masonry  has 
had  such  a  peculiar  development  in  Pennsylvania  is  a  curious  subject  for 
study,  and  we  should  like  to  learn  from  Companion  Africa  where  we  can 
find  a  reliable  history  of  his  Grand  Chapter.” 

No  history  of  the  Grand  Chapter  has  been  written.  The 
Masonic  Hall  on  Chestnut  street  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the 
evening  of  the  9th  of  March,  1819,  and  with  it  many  of  the 
records  of  the  Grand  and  subordinate  Lodges  and  Chapters. 
In  1870  the  Grand  Chapter  published  a  pamphlet,  now  out  of 
print,  containing  an  abstract  of  its  minutes  from  1812  to  1864. 
At  that  time  it  was  supposed  that  the  earlier  minutes  perished 
with  the  Temple  in  1819,  but  some  years  later,  among  the 
archives  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  original  records  extending 
from  1796  to  1812  were  found.  An  abstract  was  printed  in 
1882,  but  it  is  also  out  of  print.  The  proceedings  leading  up 
to  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  November  23,  1795, 
are  to  be  found  in  the  reprint  of  minutes  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
Volume  I,  page  227,  etc.  Chapter  No.  3,  sometimes  desig¬ 
nated  in  the  old  records  as  the  Royal  Arch  Lodge,  was  in  ex¬ 
istence  prior  to  1758.  Its  records  are  complete  from  December 
5,  1767.  Prior  to  1824,  each  Lodge  could  (if  its  officers  had 
received  the  Royal  Arch  degree),  under  its  Warrant,  form  a 
Chapter.  These  Chapters  were  designated  by  the  same  num¬ 
bers  as  appeared  on  Lodge  warrants.  Besides  No.  3,  there 
remain  of  these  old  organizations,  Perseverance,  No.  21,  at 
Harrisburg;  43,  at  Lancaster;  Harmony,  No.  52,  and  Colum¬ 
bia,  No.  91,  in  Philadelphia.  New  warrants  bearing  the  same 
numbers  were  granted  these  Chapters  after  the  Grand  Chapter 
was  divorced  from  the  Grand  Lodge.  While  on  our  list  of 
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Chapters  there  are  wide  gaps  between  numbers  from  3  to  150, 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  many  of  the  intervening  num¬ 
bers  are  Lodge  numbers  and  there  were  no  Corresponding- 
Chapters. 

The  volume  of  Proceedings  contains  a  portrait  of  Companion 
Robert  Vickers,  the  retiring  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  and  a 
valuable  digest  of  recent  decisions  rendered  by  the  Grand  High 
Priests  of  numerous  Jurisdictions.  The  Tenth  Annual  Con¬ 
vocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  will  be  held  at  Helena,  Sep¬ 
tember  19,  1899. 

S.  C.  Kenyon,  Bozeman,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Cornelius  Hedges,  Helena,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


NEBRASKA. 

The  Thirty-First  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Nebraska,  was  held  at  Omaha  on  the 
15th  and  1 6th  days  of  December,  A.  I.  2427,  A.  D.  1897,  with 
twenty-four  of  its  fifty-two  Chapters  represented. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Charles  C.  Rittenhouse,  in 
his  annual  address,  noted  the  deaths  of  officers  of  other  Grand 
Jurisdictions  and  of  Companions  of  Nebraska  during  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year.  He  said:  “While  I  am  not  able  to  report  a 
very  prosperous  year,  so  far  as  increase  of  membership  is  con¬ 
cerned,  I  believe  we  are  on  the  dawn  of  the  looked-for  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  Craft.”  An  improvement  is  noted  in  the  returns 
of  Chapters.  A  new  Chapter,  Sheba,  was  constituted  at 
Alliance. 

A  Chapter  adopted  a  resolution  assessing  each  member  $10, 
“to  be  used  exclusively  in  payment  of  that  part  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  of  the  debt  against  the  Lodge  building  heretofore  assumed 
by  this  Chapter.”  The  Grand  High  Priest  properly  decided 
“that  no  assessment  for  purposes  of  this  kind  could  be  made 
without  regularly  amending  the  By-Laws,”  and  his  decision 
was  sustained  by  the  Grand  Chapter.  He  arrested  the 
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action  of  a  Chapter  in  attempting  to  remove  to  another 
city  without  'the  authority  of  the  Grand  Chapter  or  dispen¬ 
sation  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  sustained  the  objec¬ 
tion  of  a  Companion  to  his  Chapter  changing  the  date  of  its 
regular  Convocation  without  amending  its  By-Laws.  The  pro¬ 
ject  to  incorporate  the  Grand  Chapter  was  referred  to,  but  held 
in  abeyance.  Our  Companions  of  Nebraska  may  not  thank  us 
for  advice  in  the  premises,  nevertheless,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Craft  in  general,  we  venture  to  suggest  that  it  is  best  to  post¬ 
pone,  indefinitely,  any  scheme  of  incorporation.  The  follow¬ 
ing  resolution,  offered  by  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Phelps  and 
laid  over  for  one  year,  expresses  the  views  persistently  held  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania: 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  law  and  usage  of  Freemasonry  is  adverse  to  the 
policy  of  incorporating  Masonic  bodies  under  the  civil  law  or  state  legisla¬ 
tion  ;  that  Freemasonry  is  a  law  unto  itself,  and  its  best  interests  are  con¬ 
served  by  preserving  its  distinctive  character  free  from  any  entanglement  by 
incorporating.” 

The  number  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  reported  October  31, 
1897,  was  2,967,  a  loss  of  eighty-four  during  the  year.  A  sys¬ 
tem  of  rebates  seems  to  have  been  adopted  as  an  incentive  to 
Chapters  for  promptly  making  annual  returns. 

Companion  Phelps,  after  serving  with  distinction  as  Grand 
High  Priest,  resumed  his  former  place  as  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Correspondence.  In  the  introduction  to  his  report 
he  discusses  the  various  opinions  expressed  as  to  the  preroga¬ 
tives  of  a  Grand  High  Priest.  We  commend  his  article  to  the 
careful  consideration  of  every  Companion.  If  space  permitted 
we  would  reproduce  the  entire  paper,  but  we  feel  limited  to 
copying  the  last  four  paragraphs : 

“  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  claiming  to  be  purely  Masonic,  must  maintain 
laws,  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Craft,  which,  to  be 
consistent,  must  also  be  purely  Masonic.  How,  then,  are  its  presiding 
officers  to  rule  and  govern  Masonically  unless  such  presiding  officers 
possess  and  exercise  the  Masonic  prerogatives  exercised  by  the  rulers 


1898.] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


1  7  5 


in .  Ancient  Craft  Masonry?  It  may  be  that  in  the  government  of 
Masonic  bodies  of  every  name  it  will  sometime  be  regarded  as  consistent 
and  necessary  to  apply  those  purely  Masonic  rules  to  all  which  are  now 
acknowledged  as  governing  in  blue-lodge  Masonry.  The  solution  of  the 
whole  matter,  in  any  given  Grand  Jurisdiction,  would,  perhaps,  be  best 
accomplished  by  constitutional  enactment  recognizing  the  prerogative  vested 
in  Grand  Masters  as  pertaining  also  to  the  office  of  the  Grand  High  Priest, 
or  to  clothe,  by  legislation,  the  Grand  High  Priest  with  the  same. 

“  Inasmuch  as  we  all  owe  fealty  first  to  the  lodge  and  Grand  Lodge,  under 
•our  solemn  obligation  as  Master  Masons,  we  should,  to  be  consistent,  frame 
our  chapter  organizations  and  regulations  so  as  to  maintain  harmony  with 
Ancient  Craft  Masonry  and  preserve  integrity  in  form,  custom  and  enact¬ 
ment.  If  we  depart  from  long-established  usage,  or  set  up  some  new  thing 
inconsistent  therewith,  we  invite  the  withdrawal  of  the  Grand  Lodge’s  recog¬ 
nition  of  our  chapters  as  Masonic  bodies.  With  such  recognition  withdrawn 
our  chapters  would  cease  to  be  regular,  and  would  sink  into  the  heresy 
known  as  ‘clandestine.’ 

“  Now  it  is,  perhaps,  not  too  much  to  say  that  unless  the  Grand  High 
Priest  is  either  regarded  as  Masonically  possessing  the  prerogatives  of  a 
Grand  Master  as  the  head  of  the  Royal  Craft,  or  clothed  with  the  same  power 
by  Grand  Chapter  constitution  and  regulation,  then,  for  want  of  adequate 
provision,  he  cannot  meet  successfully  the  exigencies  in  his  government  of 
subordinate  chapters  and  the  Craft. 

“  Practically  he  does  exercise  such  powers,  and  his  authority  is  generally 
not  questioned,  but  occasionally  is.  In  Wisconsin  the  Grand  High  Priest 
refused  to  issue  special  dispensations  upon  the  express  ground  that  he  be¬ 
lieved  he  had  not  the  authority,  because  the  Constitution  of  his  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  had  not,  in  terms,  conferred  it.  In  this  he  was  right  if  it  be  true  that  the 
Grand  High  Priest  does  not  possess,  through  his  office,  the  prerogatives  per¬ 
taining  to  the  office  of  Grand  Master.” 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  in  1781,  declared  that: 

“  The  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  of  all  warranted  Lodges,  so  far 
as  they  have  abilities  or  numbers,  have  an  undoubted  right  to  exercise  all 
■degrees  of  the  ancient  craft,  and  consequently  the  Royal  Arch  ;  but  no 
Masons  of  any  denomination  can  hold  any  Lodge  without  a  warrant  for  the 
place  held.  Nevertheless  Royal  Arch  Masons  must  not  at  a  procession,  nor 
in  any  other  place  except  in  the  Royal  Arch  Lodge,  be  distinguished  by  any 
garment  or  badge  different  from  what  belongs  to  them  as  officers  or  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Grand ,  or  their  own  private  Lodge.” 

It  will  be  observed  from  this  extract,  that  the  Roval  Arch 
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degree  was  under  the  control  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  could 
be  conferred  only  by  its  authority.  The  schism  attempted  by 
James  Molan  in  1795,  caused  the  Grand  Lodge,  November  23d 
of  that  year,  to  decree  that  a  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  be 
opened  under  its  immediate  sanction,  and  that  it 

“  Shall  have  powers  to  Elect  all  its  Officers,  saving  that  the  R.  W.  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  time  being,  if  of  that  Degree,  shall  always 
preside  as  H.  P.;  make  its  own  Bye-Laws,  and  shall  hear  and  decide  upon 
all  Complaints  and  Appeals  from  Chapters  held  under  its  Warrants,  to  be 
issued  under  the  Authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge.” 

The  Grand  Master,  by  this  partial  divorcement  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  from  the  Grand  Lodge,  was  not  deprived  of  any  of  his 
prerogatives,  as  he  acted  in  the  dual  capacity  of  Grand  Master 
and  Grand  High  Priest.  March  5,  1798,  the  Grand  Lodge  con¬ 
firmed  a  code  of  Rules  and  Regulations  adopted  by  the  Grand 
Chapter,  F'ebruary  24,  1798,  wherein  it  is  declared,  in  conson¬ 
ance  with  the  ancient  law  of  the  Jurisdiction,  that: 

“  Ancient  Masonry  consists  of  four  degrees;  The  three  first  of  which  are 
that  of  the  Apprentice ,  the  Fellow  Craft ,  and  the  sublime  degree  of  Master  ; 
and  a  brother  being  well  versed  in  these  degrees,  and  having  discharged 
the  offices  of  his  Lodge,  particularly  that  of  Master ,  and  fulfilled  the  duties 
thereof  with  the  approbation  of  the  Brethren  of  his  Lodge,  is  eligible,  on  due 
trial  and  examination  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Chapter  to  whom  he  shall  have 
applied  and  by  them  found  worthy,  of  being  admitted  to  the  fourth  degree, 
The  Holy  Royal  Arch. 

“  It  follows,  of  course,  that  every  regular  warranted  Lodge  possesses  the 
power  of  forming  and  holding  Lodges  in  each  of  those  several  degrees  ; 
the  last  of  which,  from  its  pre-eminence,  is  denominated  amongst  Masons  a 

Chapter." 

In  Grand  Chapter  in  the  year  1822,  a  movement  was  begun 
looking  to  the  enlargement  of  its  powers,  so  as  to  enable  it  to 
grant  warrants  for  the  holding  of  Chapters  of  Holy  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  and  Lodges  of  Mark,  Most  Excellent  and  Royal  Mas¬ 
ter  Masons,  and  the  same  to  suspend,  revoke,  “and  restore  at 
pleasure,”  etc.  After  sundry  conferences  between  Committees 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter,  a  Constitution  for 
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the  M.  E.  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  was  agreed  upon  and 
was  adopted  by  both  Grand  bodies  early  in  1824.  Under  this 
Constitution,  the  Grand  Chapter  on  the  17th  day  of  May,  1824, 
became  independent  of  J  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  all  the  rights, 
powers  and  prerogatives  of  the  R.  W.  Grand  Master,  pertain¬ 
ing  to  Capitular  Masonry,  were  vested  in  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest.  The  Constitution  of  1824  above  mentioned  was 
little  more  than  a  deed  of  transfer  of  authority  from  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  the  Grand  Chapter.  Two  months  later,  the  Grand 
Chapter  adopted  a  code  of  Rules  and  Regulations  for  its  govern¬ 
ment.  December  23,  1828,  and  frequently  afterward,  this  code 
Avas  variously  amended.  November  18,  1855,  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  directed  the  Grand  Secretary  to  collect  and  arrange  “  the 
alterations  and  amendments  of  the  Constitution,  ”  and  cause 
the  same  to  be  printed  and  bound.  The  result  of  his  labors 
was  a  pamphlet,  printed  in  1856,  containing  the  “Constitu¬ 
tion,”  as  adopted  in  1824,  and  a  codification  of  the  “  Rules  and 
Regulations,”  brought  down  to  date. 

Some  years  later,  a  complete  revision  of  the  “  Constitution  ” 
Avas  made  and  the  Rules  and  Regulations  then  in  force  Avere 
incorporated  therein.  This,  in  turn,  A\*as  reAused  and  re-revised. 
The  last  reAhsion  was  adopted  December  3,  1896.  We  do  not 
bave  at  hand,  at  this  writing,  the  earlier  revisions  and  cannot 
refer  to  them  bAT  dates.  Bv  Aurtue  of  direct  descent  from  the 

*  J 

Grand  Lodge,  whose  authority  extended  OArer  Royal  Arch  Ma¬ 
sonry,  the  Grand  Chapter  declares  that  it  “is  the  only  true  and 
legitimate  source  of  authority  over  Capitular  Masonry  within 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyh'ania  and  Masonic  Jurisdiction 
thereunto  belonging.  It  is  supreme  and  sovereign.  It  makes 
the  law  for  its  constituents  and  the  members  of  the  FratemitA' 

j 

under  its  Jurisdiction,  and  is  goA~erned  by  no  Law  other  than 
the  Landmarks  of  Freemasonry;”  also,  that  the  Grand  High 
Priest  “is  supreme  in  all  matters  concerning  Capitular  Ma¬ 
sonry,  except  when  the  Grand  Chapter  limits  his  powers  by  its 
Constitution,”  but  the  Constitution  acknowledges  and  specific¬ 
ally  declares  his  powers.  Among  these  enumerated  powers 
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(keeping  in  mind  Companion  Phelps’  reference  to  Wisconsin), 
is:  “  To  issue  such  Dispensations  under  his  own  seal,  attested 
by  the  Grand  Secretary,  as  are  permitted  by  this  Constitution, 
or  the  Ancient  usages  of  the  Royal  Craft.” 

These  statements  have  been  extended  more  than  was  intended 
in  our  original  purpose,  but  perhaps  they  may  enable  the  Com¬ 
panions  of  other  Jurisdictions  to  better  understand  the  history 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Pennsylvania  and  some  of  the  powers 
that  we  recognize  as  inherent  in  the  incumbent  of  the  exalted 
station  of  Grand  High  Priest. 

Either  from  jealousy,  rivalry  or  amusement,  officers  or  cor¬ 
respondents  of  some  American  Jurisdictions  (Minnesota  ex¬ 
cepted)  have  manifested  pique  when  writing  of  Pennsylvania 
Symbolic  or  Capitular  Masonry  and  the  organization  of  its 
Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter.  Two  and  a  half  score  years 
ago,  a  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  created  nearly  a 
century  after  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  was  introduced  and 
conferred  in  Pennsylvania,  refused  to  recognize  Royal  Arch 
Masons  hailing  from  this  Jurisdiction.  Later,  that  Grand 
Chapter  wisely  retreated  from  the  stand  it  took,  and  it  is  now 
and  has  been  for  many  years  in  fraternal  relations  with  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Written  evidence,  yet  extant,  has  been  hitherto  cited  and  can 
be  produced,  to  prove  that  Masonry  was  introduced  into  Penn¬ 
sylvania  earlier  than  elsewhere  in  the  American  States.  More 
is  in  reserve.  Who,  from  Maine  to  California,  will  produce 
authentic  written  proofs  to  controvert  our  statement  ?  If  we 
are  in  error,  Masonic  honor  and  duty  will  require  us  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  it,  and  the  same  rule  must  control  any  one  who  combats 
our  statement. 

Under  “  District  of  Columbia,”  Comp.  Phelps  quotes  from 
reviews  of  two  Jurisdictions  on  the  subject  of  objection,  and 
adds: 

“  In  our  Grand  Jurisdiction  an  objection  (and  the  objector  is  not  required 
to  give  his  reasons)  is  good  until  withdrawn,  so  that  the  objection  endures 
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longer  than  the  effect  of  a  blaqk  ball,  for  in  the  latter  case  a  new  petition 
can  be  considered  after  six  months  has  elapsed.” 

Under  our  Capitular  law,  an  objection  before  the  lowest  de¬ 
gree  applied  for  is  conferred,  has  the  same  force  and  effect  as  a 
rejection  by  ballot.  It  cannot  be  withdrawn.  In  case  of  a 
rejection  by  ballot,  a  second  ballot  may  be  had  on  motion 
made  within  six  months  after  rejection,  which  motion  must  lie 
over  until  the  next  or  some  subsequent  meeting.  If  the  motion 
is  adopted,  the  ballot  must  be  had  at  the  next  stated  meeting, 
notice  thereof  being  sent  to  the  members.  A  second  petition 
may  be  presented  after  the  expiration  of  six  months  from  the 
date  of  final  rejection  on  the  first  petition,  and  liberal  pro¬ 
visions  are  made  in  cases  of  second  and  third  rejections. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  are 
fully  noted.  There  are  many  extracts  from  the  Proceedings  of 
other  Grand  Jurisdictions  that  we  would  like  to  reproduce  with 
Companion  Phelps’  comments  thereon,  but  we  feel  compelled  to 
come  to  a  halt. 

Companion  Robert  H.  Henry,  Columbus,  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest . 

Companion  William  R.  Bowen,  Omaha,  R.  E.  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary. 


NEVADA. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  com¬ 
menced  its  Twenty- Fifth  Annual  Grand  Convocation  in  Carson 
City,  on  the  13th  day  of  June,  A. I.  2428,  all  of  the  Chapters 
being  represented. 

From  the  address  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Com¬ 
panion  Matthew  Kyle,  we  quote  the  second,  third  and  fourth 
paragraphs : 

“  Allow  me  first,  to  express  my  gratification  in  bidding  you  welcome  to 
this,  our  twenty-fifth  annual  Grand  Convocation,  on  being  able  to  say 
that,  through  the  watchful  care  of  the  Great  I  Am  during  the  past  year. 
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not  a  link  has  been  severed  in  the  official  chain  formed  one  year  ago 
around  our  sacred  altar,  and  that  the  death  roll  in  the  Subordinate  Chapters 
is  unusually  small. 

“As  the  years  come  and  go  we  are  fully  impressed  with  the  marvelous 
flight  of  time,  and  realize  that  we  are  rapidly  approaching  that  dread  line 
which  separates  things  temporal  from  those  that  are  spiritual.  It  is,  there¬ 
fore,  cause  for  congratulation  that  we  are  permitted  to  meet  on  this  occasion 
under  circumstances  of  so  much  mercy. 

“For  this  and  the  manifold  blessings  that  are  being  continually  showered 
upon  us,  may  we  be  truly  thankful  to  Him  Who  is  the  giver  of  all  good.” 

He  states  that  the  returns  of  the  Chapters  show,  the  first 
time  for  several  years,  an  increase  of  membership.  He  noted 
the  deaths  of  officers  of  other  Grand  Chapters  and  visitations 
made  by  him  to  several  Chapters.  He  granted  dispensations 
to  Chapters  to  convene  in  special  communications,  and  to 
receive  and  ballot  on  petitions  for  degrees  without  reference  to 
Committees,  and  to  confer  the  degrees  on  the  applicants,  if 
elected,  at  one  and  the  same  meeting.  In  Pennsylvania  neither 
a  Grand  Master  nor  a  Grand  High  Priest  could  lawfully  issue 
such  dispensations.  In  this  particular  we  claim  that  we  are 
adhering  to  the  Ancient  Regulation. 

If  our  space  permitted,  we  would  like  to  transfer  to  these 
pages  all  of  the  concluding  part  of  Companion  Kyle’s  address. 
We  approve  every  paragraph,  but  we  must  content  ourselves 
with  these: 

“The  history  of  Masonry  is  as  old  as  the  authenticated  accounts  we  have 
of  the  organized  bodies  of  men.  Companionship  and  social  intercourse 
have  ever  been  the  key-note  and  mainspring  of  human  effort.  Man  is  so 
constituted  that  he  craves  association  with  his  fellows,  and  for  this  reason 
such  societies  will  ever  be  necessary  institutions  in  the  economy  of  man, 
and  they  will  yield  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  the  very  greatest  influence 
for  the  good  of  humanity.  Of  all  the  societies  that  have  stood  the  test  of 
centuries  in  the  war  of  service  and  oppression,  Masonry  to-day  stands  pre¬ 
eminent. 

“  Its  early  history  is  lost  in  the  ages  of  hoary  antiquity,  but  its  great 
truths,  which  have  served  as  staves  in  days  of  doubt,  peril  and  trial,  stand 
now,  as  they  have  for  generations,  as  guiding  stars  for  all  men  who  can 
read  its  mystic  truths. 
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“  The  fact  that  it  performs  good  deeds  now,  as  it  ever  has  done  during  all 
the  years  of  its  existence,  is  a  sufficient  guaranty  that  it  holds  within  itself 
the  germs  of  truth,  virtue  and  morality. 

“  The  really  good  man  loves  Masonry  for  what  it  is  to-day.  He  heeds 
its  teachings  because  they  lead  him  onward  and  upward  to  a  higher  and 
purer  plane  of  life. 


“  As  the  world  judges  of  our  Order  by  our  individual  acts,  it  becomes  us 
to  so  live  and  act  that  mankind  may  be  convinced  of  the  goodness  of  our 
institution,  and  the  world  be  better  for  our  having  lived  in  it.  And  by 
amiable,  discreet  and  vtrtuous  conduct,  we  will  be  better  prepared  for  our 
journey  to  that  great  beyond,  that  bourne  whence  no  traveler  returns.” 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  that,  with  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  $354.88  on  hand,  the  receipts  of  the  year  swelled  the 
aggregate  to  $1000.88.  Deducting  the  'expenses,  there  re¬ 
mained  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $553.69.  The  returns  of 
the  Chapters,  printed  with  the  Proceedings,  give  the  location, 
time  of  convocation  and  full  list  of  officers  and  members  of 
the  Chapters.  Eight  Chapters  are  on  the  roll  with  an  aggre¬ 
gate  of  298  members,  showing  a  gain  of  14  over  the  preceding 
year. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  was  prepared  by 
Companion  A.  D.  Bird,  Chairman,  wherein  the  Proceedings  of 
forty-three  Grand  Chapters  were  briefly  reviewed  in  a  breezy 
yet  fraternal  style,  which  seems  to  be  characteristic  of  our 
esteemed  Companions  of  the  Far  West.  Here  is  a  sample 
copied  from  the  review  of  California: 

“  The  Grand  High  Priest  has  a  way  of  getting  around  saying  to  a  Com¬ 
panion  (?)  :  ‘  Go  to  Hades  !’  This  is  the  way  he  does  it : 

“  ‘  A  man  is  occasionally  found  so  constituted  that  he  prefers  “  to  rule  in 
Hell  than  serve  in  Heaven.”  When  found,  such  a  person,  if  a  Companion, 
should  be  sent  to  his  own  place.’ 

"  He  went,  was  tried,  found  guilty  and  fired  in  California,  preparatory  to 
the  other  fire." 

We  have  the  honor  of  representing  the  Golden  State  near 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  and  have  some  knowledge 
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of  the  provoking  case  which  occasioned  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest  Flint  to  use  the  above -quoted  expression.  The  offend¬ 
ing  Companion  was  expelled  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  Under  England  and  Wales,  we  find 
the  following  quotations: 


“  That  every  precedent  in  the  Craft  and  Mark  Degrees  shows  beyond  all 
doubt  that  a  Brother  who  has  resigned  cannot  withdraw  his  resignation. 

“  So  far  back  as  1874  it  was  authoritatively  ruled  that  the  moment  a 
Brother  says,  ‘  I  withdraw  myself  from  membership,’  he  is  de  facto  no 
longer  a  member;  the  moment  he  says,  ‘  I  resign,’  that  moment  the  line  is 
drawn,  and  his  membership  is  ended. 

“  Such  membership  cannot  be  regained  until  the  Brother  who  has 
resigned  has  been  regularly  proposed,  balloted  for  and  elected  in  con¬ 
formity  with  the  Book  of  Constitutions.” 

These  regulations  and  the  law  of  Pennsylvania,  in  both 
Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter,  are  in  accord.  Our  Ahiman 
Rezons  of  1824  and  1895  declare  that  “  A  member  of  a  Lodge 
ceases  to  be  such  by  expulsion,  suspension  or  resignation.” 
The  Constitution  of  our  Grand  Chapter  contains  the  same  pro¬ 
vision.  A  Chapter  cannot  refuse  to  receive  the  resignation  of 
a  member  whose  dues  are  paid  and  against  whom  no  charges 
are  pending.  Resignations  should  be  in  writing,  to  preserve 
evidence  of  the  desire  of  the  Companion  and  to  protect  the 
Chapter  against  errors  or  mistakes. 

Under  Indiana,  is  found  a  reference  to  a  sensible  decision 
that  a  petition  could  not  be  acted  upon  at  a  special  meeting. 
We  also  find  several  quotations  from  Companion  Thomas  B. 
Long’s  report  on  Correspondence,  one  of  them  being  as 
follows: 


“  The  secrets  confided  to  the  Master  on  his  installation,  in  the  year  1723, 
Brother  Chetwode  Crawley  considers  to  have  been  those  belonging  to  the 
Royal  Arch ;  and  ‘  if  the  Royal  Arch  fell  into  desuetude,  the  cope  stone 
would  be  removed,  and  the  building  left  obviously  incomplete.’  ‘  This  is 
precisely  what  happened,’  he  is  of  opinion,  ‘  when  the  premier  Grand 
Lodge,  in  pursuance  of  its  policy  of  refining  and  reforming  the  Ritual, 
sanctioned,  or  at  least  permitted,  the  disuse  of  a  portion  of  the  symbolism 
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known  to  Anderson  and  Desaguliers  in  the  year  1723,  and  emphasized  by 
Pennell  in  (the  Irish  Constitution  of)  the  year  1730.  Such  a  deviation  from 
the  original  path  would  go  far  to  justify  the  inauguration  and  account  for 
the  passing  success  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Antients,  whose  founders 
resolutely  retained  the  primitive  and  more  complete  ceremonial  perpetuated 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland.’  ” 

Here  we  find,  if  Companion  Long  is  correctly  quoted,  an 
unwitting  tribute  to  the  “Ancient  ”  Grand  Lodge,  from  which 
the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  derive 
descent  and  authority. 

Under  Iowa,  we  read: 

“Copies  of  Hindoo  Ritual  were  ready  for  sale  to  authorized  purchasers. 
Unauthorized  Rituals  were  strongly  condemned.” 

Ah  !  the  foreign  article  preferred  to  the  domestic  !  These 
remarks  by  the  Committee  on  the  Grand  High  Priest’s  address 
should  be  heeded  from  Maine  to  California: 

“  We  had  better  far  have  a  sufficient  number  of  active  Chapters,  well 
officered,  than  to  have  one  at  every  cross-road,  weak  and  poorly  managed ; 
and  we  most  earnestly  hope  and  trust  that  future  Grand  High  Priests  will  ex¬ 
ercise  great  care  in  the  matter  of  granting  Dispensations  for  new  Chapters.” 

In  Pennsylvania  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  is  not  invested 
with  authority  to  issue  a  dispensation  to  form  a  new  Chapter. 
A  petition  for  a  Warrant  must  be  presented  to  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  at  a  stated  Communication.  It  is  usually  referred  to  the 
Grand  Officers  with  power  to  act.  These  officers  meet,  con¬ 
sider  the  petition,  the  qualifications  of  the  petitioners,  the  Con¬ 
stitutional  requirements  and  the  objections  of  the  remonstrants, ' 
if  any,  and  they  then  decide  in  favor  of  or  against  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners.  If  in  favor,  a  Warrant  is  issued. 

Companion  Bird  appears  to  complain  of  unfraternal  treat¬ 
ment  at  the  hands  of  Companion  Ercanbrack  in  his  report  on 
Correspondence  and  writes: 

“Why,  in  the  review  of  our  1896,  he  should  think  our  Jurisdiction  should 
cease  to  exist  we  fail  to  see.  Is  it  a  generous,  Masonic  love  to  kick  us  because ' 
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we  are  few  in  Chapters  and  few  in  numbers?  Have  we  ever  called  upon 
our  neighboring  Companions  for  assistance  ?  Do  we  not  pay  more  for  our 
rights  and  privileges  than  the  Companions  of  his  own  State  ?  Has  an  Iowa 
Companion  ever  come  to  our  doors  but  what  he  met  a  true  Masonic  wel¬ 
come  ? 

“  Can  your  members,  Companion  Ercanbrack,  pass  as  good  examination 
as  ours  ? 

“  Companion  E.,  you  belong  to  a  fine  Jurisdiction ;  you  are  proud  of  it,, 
but  no  less  proud  are  we  of  our  small  one,  and  glad  we  can,  as  good  Com¬ 
panions,  labor  in  true  Masonic  work.  Whenever  you  find  a  Nevada  Com¬ 
panion  despising  another  because  he  is  poor  and  ‘  down  in  the  world,’  let 
us  know  and  we  will  go  and  ‘  bag  our  head.’  ” 

Under  Pennsylvania,  the  four  Quarterly  Communications 
held  in  1897  were  noted,  also  the  One  Hundred  and  Second 
Annual  Communication,  December  27th  of  that  year. 

The  next  Annual  Grand  Convocation  will  be  held  in  Virginia, 
on  the  12th  day  of  June,  1899. 

Companion  John  M.  McCormack,  Reno,  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest. 

Companion  Chauncey  N.  Noteware,  Carson  City,  R.  E- 
Grand  Secretary. 


NEW  BRUNSWICK. 

The  Tenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch. 
Chapter  of  this  Jurisdiction  was  held  in  the  city  of  St.  John,, 
on  Wednesday,  August  25,  1897. 

Seven  Chapters  were  represented.  Most  Excellent  John  W. 
Ruhland,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  Nova  Scotia,  paid  a  fra¬ 
ternal  visit.  He  was  cordially  welcomed  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  when 

“The  distinguished  Companion  briefly  addressed  the  Grand  Chapter, 
expressing  the  great  pleasure  it  afforded  him  to  be  present,  and  thanking 
the  Companions  for  the  hearty  manner  in  which  he  had  been  received.” 
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From  the  address  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Com¬ 
panion  John  V.  Ellis,  we  transfer  to  our  pages  the  first  para¬ 
graph  : 

"  Companions :  No  doubt  it  was  a  wise  proceeding  to  establish  a  Grand 
Chapter  in  this  Province,  as  its  effect  must  be  to  promote  unity  of  feeling 
and  the  cultivation  among  us  of  the  closest  fraternal  relations.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  a  limited  jurisdiction  such  as  we  have  in  New  Brunswick, 
we  must  be  content  with  small  achievements  and  be  satisfied  at  a  state  of 
progress  which  Companions  in  a  larger  field  would  almost  despise.  The 
reports  which  will  be  submitted  to  you  by  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  the 
Grand  Secretary  will  show,  I  think,  that  if  we  have  not  made  very  rapid 
gains  in  the  past  year,  we  have  satisfactorily  held  our  own.  Numerically 
and'  financially  we  are  not  very  strong,  but  I  will  not  say  that  with  a  sturdy 
roll  of  Companions  and  no  debt  we  are  weak  or  even  ineffective.” 

% 

He  visited  several  Chapters,  and  among  them  was  Botsford, 
at  Moncton,  where 

“A  large  number  of  Companions  were  present  in  the  clothing  of  the 
Order  (Fraternity),  and  after  the  formal  business  was  over  their  doors  were 
thrown  open  to  ladies  of  their  households.  With  spirited  music  the  night 
was  filled,  and  there  was  a  generous  hospitality  in  the  entertainment  of 
guests.  I  was  very  much  impressed  with  the  readiness  with  which  a  large 
number  of  ladies  accepted  the  invitation  to  be  present  during  the  evening, 
and  I  felt  quite  satisfied  that  our  Moncton  Companions  are  popular  and  suc¬ 
cessful  hosts.” 

Our  Companions  of  New  Brunswick  must  bear  in  mind  the 
conservatism  of  Pennsylvania  Freemasonry.  We  cannot  give 
a  banquet  in  the  name  or  at  the  expense  of  a  Lodge,  to  any' 
persons  not  Masons.  We  are  pleased  to  note,  however,  that 
the  entertainment  given  to  the  ladies  of  the  households  of  the 
Companions  of  the  Chapter  at  Moncton  was  after  the  formal 
business  of  the  Chapter  was  over. 

The  Grand  Secretary7  reported  the  total  membership  as  401. 
The  Grand  Treasurer’s  report  showed  a  balance  on  hand  of 
$200.46.  An  election  was  had  for  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,. 
R.  E.  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  R.  E.  Grand  King,  R.  E. 
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■Grand  Scribe,  R.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  and  R.  E.  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary,  and  was  conducted  by  three  Scrutineers. 

The  other  officers  were  appointed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest 
after  his  installation.  In  the  matter  of  the  election  and  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Grand  Officers,  New  Brunswick  and  Pennsylvania 
are  in  accord,  except  that  Pennsylvania  does  not  have  a  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest. 

There  is  no  report  on  Correspondence. 

Comp.  John  V.  Ellis,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  and 

Comp.  John  A.  Watson,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary ,  both  of 
St.  John. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  Seventy-Ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  M.  E.  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire  was  held  in  Free¬ 
masons’  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Concord,  on  Tuesday,  May  17, 
1898. 

Companion  John  H.  Steele,  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest, 
presided,  and  there  were  ten  Past  Grand  Officers  present  and 
seventeen  of  the  twenty-five  Chapters  represented. 

The  Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Companion  Samuel  Condon,  Jr.,  was  present  and 
took  an  active  part  in  the  proceedings. 

In  commencing  his  address  the  Grand  High  Priest  said: 

“Another  year  has  passed  in  the  history  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this 
Jurisdiction  since  we  last  met  in  Annual  Convocation.  While  our  beloved 
country  is  making  history  for  itself  in  a  war  for  humanity  and  freedom,  in 
which  we  all,  as  men  and  citizens  of  this  glorious  land  of  freedom  and 
equal  rights,  hope  for  the  success  of  those  who  are  struggling  for  all  that 
we  hold  dear,  wre  are  allowed  to  assemble  here  once  more  to  deliberate  for 
the  good  of  our  beloved  Order  in  peace  and  harmony,  and  view  with  satis¬ 
faction  the  peace  and  prosperity  with  which  our  Heavenly  Father  has 
blessed  our  efforts  during  the  past  year.  But  we  are  reminded  that  while 
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we  are  permitted  to  meet  once  more  around  our  sacred  altar,  we  miss  some 
of  the  faces  that  we  have  seen  at  these  Annual  Convocations  for  many 
years,  faces  of  those  who  have  assisted  at  these  annual  gatherings,  Com¬ 
panions  whom  we  have  known  for  many  years,  and  who  it  has  been  a 
great  pleasure  to  meet  and  take  by  the  hand  as  Companion  Royal  Arch 
Masons.” 

He  reported  the  deaths  of  eight  members  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  among  them  being  John  Duncan  Patterson,  a  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  ;  Companion  Andrew  Bunton,  Past  Grand 
Scribe,  and  Companion  William  Henry  Weed  Hinds,  a  Past 
Grand  High  Priest. 

One  of  the  two  dispensations  granted  during  the  year  was 
one  to  hold  a  public  installation  of  the  officers  of  a  subordinate 
Chapter.  Of  course  that  seems  strange  to  us  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  public  installations  are  unheard  of. 

His  address  deals  with  merely  local  matters,  and  in  his  con¬ 
clusion  refers  to  the  fact  that  he  had  served  for  fourteen  years 
as  an  officer  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  had  started  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  ladder.  He  savs  he  has  learned  much  of  men  and 

j 

Masons  and  much  of  the  workings  of  the  Masonic  Order  in 
that  time,  and  with  that  knowledge  he  has  a  greater  respect 
for  the  Order  and  the  men  who  compose  it. 

The  election  of  officers  resulted  in  the  election  of  Charles 
Henry  Webster,  of  Nashua,  as  Grand  High  Priest,  and  we  find 
in  looking  over  his  list  of  appointments  that  he  has  appointed 
our  Grand  Representative,  Companion  Samuel  Condon,  Jr., 
one  of  the  Grand  Stewards. 

We  take  the  following  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Chapters  and  Returns : 


Number  of  Chapters  on  roll  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

Membership,  1897 . 3.469 

Admitted  to  membership  .......  202 

Membership,  1898  ........  3.568 

Exalted  .  .  .  .  .  .  ...  .  .  .149 

Increase  ..........  99 
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The  volume  contains  portraits  of  several  of  the  Companions 
who  had  died  during  the  year,  and  much  statistical  matter  of 
interest  is  printed. 

Peace  and  harmony  prevailed  during  the  year,  and  the  Grand 
High  Priest  said  he  had  no  questions  submitted  to  him  for 
decisions  but  what  could  be  decided  by  the  Grand  Chapter 
resolutions  or  by  decisions  made  by  previous  Grand  High 
Priests. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  comprises  nearly  ninety 
pages  and  is  from  the  pen  of  Companion  Albert  S.  Wait,  as 
usual.  He  reviews  forty-nine  Grand  Jurisdictions  in  the  same 
masterly  manner  that  characterizes  his  former  reports. 

He  has  the  following  to  say  in  regard  to  the  Committee  on 
Correspondence  from  Pennsylvania: 

“They  divided  the  work  among  them,  each  undertaking  the  review  of 
an  equal  number  of  Grand  Jurisdictions.  The  work  is  thoroughly  done, 
and  as  a  whole  is  a  very  interesting  production,  giving  everything  of  im¬ 
portance  in  a  general  point  of  view  in  the  Proceedings  reviewed  and  dis¬ 
cussing  the  leading  topics  of  the  day.  Our  Proceedings  for  1897  fell  to 
Companion  Lyte,  and  his  treatment  of  them  is  marked  throughout  with 
courtesy  and  kindness.” 

Last  year,  in  referring  to  a  Chapter  Mason  who  resigns  his 
membership  in  a  Lodge,  we  said  it  did  not  affect  his  status  as  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason  for  six  months.  Companion  Wait  says: 

“That  after  .  such  dismission  the  Companion  is  allowed  to  retain  his 
standing  as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  for  six  months,  shows  that  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  affiliation  in  a  Lodge  is  not  regarded  as  an  inherent  pre-requisite  to 
standing  in  the  Chapter.  It  is  a  mere  rule  of  local  policy.  We  cannot 
think  it,  unless  with  some  very  material  qualifications,  either  a  safe  or  just 
rule.  Brethren  often  become  unaffiliated  without  their  consent  by  circum¬ 
stances  beyond  their  control  and  implying  no  Masonic  delinquency  or 
unworthiness.  They  may  then,  against  their  wishes  and  honest  effort,  be 
denied  affiliation  in  Lodges  to  which  they  may  apply.  In  such  a  case,  and 
for  no  other  reason,  to  strike  his  name  from  the  rolls  of  his  Chapter  seems, 
to  our  comprehension  harsh  and  unjust  in  the  extreme.  In  some  of  the 
Jurisdictions,  where  dependent  membership  is  the  law,  it  is  modified  to. 
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meet  the  hardship  of  similar  cases.  Perhaps  it  is  so  with  our  Companions 
•of  Pennsylvania,  though  of  this  we  are  not  informed.” 

Referring  to  what  Companion  Wait  says  in  regard  to  modify¬ 
ing  the  law  to  meet  the  hardship  he  writes  of,  we  would  say 
that  such  a  rule  does  not  prevail  in  Pennsylvania,  and  at  the 
end  of  six  months  the  Companion’s  name  is  stricken  from  the 
roll,  even  if  he  has  made  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  become  a 
member  of  a  Lodge. 

Under  Florida,  he  prints  the  resolution  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
•extending  fraternal  greetings  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  that  was  in  session  in  Jacksonville  at  the 
same  time  their  Grand  Chapter  met.  He  also  publishes  the 
reply  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Knights  of  Pythias  acknowl¬ 
edging  the  fraternal  greetings  and  their  well  wishes. 

His  comments,  in  which  we  heartily  join,  are: 

“  What  next !  !  !  ” 

George  P.  Cleaves  was  re-elected  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary, 
and  their  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  at  Concord, 
May  17,  1899. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

The  Forty-Second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap^ 
ter  of  New  Jersey  was  held  in  Trenton,  May  11,  1898. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample  form  by  M.  E. 
Companion  Anthony  Schoder,  Grand  High  Priest,  and  fourteen 
Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  present.  Among  the  number 
was  M.  E.  Companion  Henry  S.  Haines,  the  Grand  Represen¬ 
tative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  volume  of  Proceedings  comprises  about  200  pages,  and 
a.  very  large  proportion  of  the  volume  is  taken  up  by  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  and  the  interesting  sta- 
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tistics  that  Companion  Edwards  always  prints  in  their  Pro¬ 
ceedings. 

A  portrait  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  M.  E.  Companion  Ed¬ 
ward  Mills  is  given  as  a  frontispiece. 

A  reception  was  given  to  the  Grand  Representatives^  other 
Grand  Jurisdictions,  as  was  also  accorded  several  officers  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

The  following  paragraph  appears : 

Companion  Josiah  W.  Ewan,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  was  received  with  the  honors  of  the  Royal  Craft  and  accepted 
a  seat  in  the  Grand  Council.” 

This  is  different  than  in  Pennsylvania.  If  our  Grand  Master 
is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
he  comes  in  just  like  any  other  member,  the  fact  of  him 
being  Grand  Master  not  giving  him  any  special  recognition  by 
the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  welcoming  the  Companions,  said: 

“  It  affords  me  boundless  pleasure  to  welcome  you  to  this  forty-second 
Annual  Convocation,  and  I  congratulate  you  on  the  generally  harmonious 
and  prosperous  condition  of  the  Craft  throughout  our  Jurisdiction.  My 
desire  and  prayer  to  God  is  that  the  same  degree  of  harmony  and  brotherly 
love  which  characterized  our  gatherings  in  the  years  past  may  animate  our 
hearts,  influence  and  control  all  our  acts  during  this  session.  We  have  to¬ 
day  met  not  merely  for  the  purpose  of  reviewing  the  past,  but  also  to 
devise  ways  and  means  from  which  may  arise  benefits  to  the  Craft  in  the 
future.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  says  his  correspondence  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  his  official  duties  was  large  but  not  irksome.  Many 
questions  were  propounded  and  a  number  of  decisions  were 
asked  for,  and  in  most  cases  a  reference  to  the  Digest  was  suffi¬ 
cient  to  give  the  necessary  information,  and  in  regard  to  others 
he  simply  gave  his  opinion  without  calling  it  an  official  deci¬ 
sion. 
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In  regard  to  physical  defects  the  Grand  High  Priest  said: 

“  I  received  a  communication  from  the  High  Priest  of  one  of  our  Chap¬ 
ters  stating  that  a  certain  Brother,  who  had  lost  a.  leg  since  he  had  been 
raised,  had  made  application  to  the  Chapter  for  the  Capitular  Degrees  and 
membership  therein,  and  asked  if  the  Brother  could  be  made  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason.  After  having  satisfied  myself  as  to  the  full  extent  of  the 
injury,  I  replied  that,  while  deeply  sympathizing  with  the  good  Brother’s 
misfortune,  I  felt  that  the  physical  defect  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  mili¬ 
tate  against  his  being  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason. 

"  There  is  a  variety  of  opinions  on  the  question  of  physical  qualifications. 

“  It  is  my  belief  that  .the  outer  man  should  be  a  true  type  of  the  inner 
qualifications  and  in  no  account  inferior  to  them.” 

They  are  as  particular  in  New  Jersey  as  we  are  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  the  Committee  on  Doings 
of  Grand  Officers,  referring  to  what  the  Grand  High  Priest 
had  said  on  this  question,  reported  as  follows: 

"We  emphatically  endorse  the  deductions  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  on 
the  subject  of  physical  qualifications,  and  believe  that  too  much  circum¬ 
spection  in  this  particular  can  scarcely  be  exercised.” 

The  election  for  Grand  Officers  resulted  in  the  election  of 
Companion  John  B.  Bertholf,  Grand  High  Priest. 

A  resolution  was  passed  to  procure  a  Past  Grand  High 
Priest’s  jewel,  to  be  presented  to  Companion  Anthony  Schoder, 
the  retiring  Grand  High  Priest  ;  also  thanking  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Maryland  for  their  entertainment  during  the  Centennial 
Convocation  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter.  A  resolution  of 
thanks  was  tendered  to  3-3-3  Chapter,  No.  5,  for  the  use  of 
their  rooms  to  hold  the  session  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

From  the  Grand  Secretary’s  report  we  take  the  following: 

Number  of  Chapters  ........  38 

Exalted . 239 

Reinstated  ..........  12 

Affiliated  ..........  15 

Demitted  .  .  43 

Died .  56 

Suspended . 70 

Total  number  of  members  ......  3.390 
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The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Companion  George  B. 
Edwards,  and  he  reviews  forty-six  Grand  Jurisdictions. 

Pennsylvania  is  reviewed  for  1896  and  in  a  very  fraternal 
manner.  He  prints  part  of  what  was  said  in  regard  to  the 
printing  and  copywriting  cipher  Rituals  and  says : 

“  Perhaps,  in  the  present  day,  there  is  no  greater  affront  to  Masonry 
than  the  unblushing  effrontery  with  which  the  cipher  departure  is  admitted, 
publicly  announced,  circulated,  both  with  and  without  price,  and  defended 
by  high  authority,  even  to  the  covering  of  its  nakedness  in  the  stolen  garb 
of  a  former  religion,  whereby  it  bears  a  fraudulent  presentation.” 

Side  by  side,  under  the  head  of  “One  Picture  from  Two 
Views,”  he  prints  what  was  said  in  Iowa  in  regard  to  the  Order 
of  the  Eastern  Star  and  what  was  said  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Proceedings  on  that  subject. 

Companion  George  B.  Edwards  was  re-elected  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary,  and  the  next  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
will  be  held  at  Trenton,  May  10,  1899. 

NEW  YORK. 

The  One  Hundred  and  First  Annual  .Convocation  (The  Cen¬ 
tennial)  was  held  in  the  city  of  Albany,  on  Tuesday,  February 
1,  1898. 

M.  E.  John  Webb,  Jr.,  Grand  High  Priest, presided, twelve  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  were  present  and  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  of  the  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  Chapters  in  that  great 
State  were  represented,  and  the  number  of  Companions  present 
was  three  hundred  and  thirty-three.  We  fail  to  find  the  name 
of  Companion  Elmer  A.  Miller,  Pennsylvania’s  Grand  Repre¬ 
sentative,  among  the  list  of  those  present. 

The  volume  of  Proceedings  contains  nearly  four  hundred 
pages  and  is  gotten  up  in  the  same  good  style  that  always  char¬ 
acterizes  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 
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Beginning  his  address,  Grand  High  Priest  Webb  spoke  as 
follows: 

“  The  swift  passage  of  time  has  added  another  year  to  those  that  are 
behind  us,  and  in  obedience  to  the  mandate  of  the  Constitution  of  our 
Grand  Body,  we  are  met  again  in  Annual  Convocation.  Permit  me  to  ex¬ 
tend  to  you  a  warm,  fraternal  greeting,  and  to  express  the  pleasure  I  feel 
at  being  permitted  to  join  with  you  in  reviewing  the  past,  and  taking  such 
action  for  the  future  as  we  earnestly  hope  may  tend  to  the  advancement 
and  prosperity  of  our  beloved  institution. 

“  From  every  part  of  our  great  State  are  gathered  here  the  representative 
men  of  our  subordinate  Chapters.  Some  are  here  for  the  first  time  ;  to 
such  I  would  give  an  especial  welcome.  Others  it  has  been  my  privilege 
for  many  years  to  meet  in  Annual  Convocation  ;  the  friendships  thus  formed 
have  become  stronger  and  sweeter  as  the  years  passed,  and  their  memory 
will  continually  abide  with  me  while  life  lasts. 

“With  feelings  of  joy  and  gratitude  that  the  past  year  has  left  our 
official  ranks  unbroken,  and  that  no  Chair  in  the  Grand  East  is  vacant,  is 
mingled  one  of  sorrow,  that  some  whom  we  had  learned  to  love,  whose 
presence  here  was  a  constant  inspiration,  whose  influence  was  always 
towards  a  higher  life,  are  no  longer  with  us.  They  are  not  dead,  but  they 
live  in  the  home  of  the  blessed,  and  on  the  shores  of  the  river  of  life  we 
shall  greet  them  again  in  an  unending  fellowship. 

“  How  eminently  fitting  it  is  at  this  time  that  we  should  acknowledge  our 
dependence  upon,  our  faith  in,  and  our  gratitude  to  the  Great  and  Bene¬ 
ficent  Father,  for  his  constant  care  and  watchfulness  over  us;  how  tender 
his  love,  how  unfailing  his  mercy.  It  is  true  we  have  not  been  exempt 
from  the  common  lot  of  humanity.  Anxiety  and  care  we  have  felt,  disap¬ 
pointment  and  bereavement  have  fallen  to  our  lot,  but  with  it  all  we  have 
been  conscious  that  we  were  led  by  His  hand. 

“  As  an  organization,  we  have  been  greatly  blessed,  and  marked  pros¬ 
perity  has  attended  our  labor.  Peace  and  harmony  have  prevailed  through¬ 
out  our  Jurisdiction,  and  after  one  hundred  years  of  varied  experience  we 
stand  to-day  a  mighty  and  beneficent  force,  proud  of  our  past  achievements, 
and  confident  of  our  future  stability  and  of  our  usefulness  as  an  institution 
for  the  moral  and  social  improvement  of  its  votaries. 

“The  present  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  is  probably  second  in 
importance  to  none  that  has  preceded  it ;  with  it  we  close  the  first  century 
of  our  existence,  and  meet,  in  part  at  least,  to  celebrate  that  event,  and  to 
do  honor  to  those  worthies  who  so  well  laid  the  foundations  on  which  we 
have  built.  It  is  not  fitting  that  I  should  here  review  the  eventful  history 
of  this  period  ;  that  duty  has  been  committed  to  abler  and  worthier  hands. 
13 
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Yet  how  marvelous  the  changes  a  century  has  wrought.  One  hundred 
years  ago  our  land  was  a  vast  wilderness,  with  only  an  opening  here  and 
there  ;  the  interior  of  the  continent  a  sealed  book  ;  the  treasures  of  forest 
and  mine  unknown  ;  but  the  resistless  force  of  human  energy  and  enter¬ 
prise  strode  forth  waving  its  wonder-working  wand,  until  the  wilderness 
disappeared.  The  mart  of  commerce,  the  hall  of  science,  the  temple  of 
religion  arose,  and  the  dwellers  in  one  small  portion  of  the  world  have 
enjoyed  in  all  those  years  unprecedented  prosperity,  the  advantages  of 
education  and  the  privilege  of  worshiping  their  Maker  as  conscience  dic¬ 
tated,  and  have  been  made  partakers  of  the  products  of  every  clime,  and  of 
the  fertility  of  every  soil. 

“Masonry,  however,  remains  the  same;  from  the  quarries,  stones  well 
and  truly  wrought  are  being  brought  up  fo.r  the  Great  Building,  and  the 
faithful  and  earnest  workman  receives  his  reward  in  the  consciousness  of 
duty  well  performed,  and  in  the  attainment  of  his  noblest  and  loftiest 
desires.” 

He  refers  to  the  deaths  in  their  own  Jurisdiction  as  well  as 
those  of  foreign  Jurisdictions,  and  gives  a  list  of  his  official 
acts.  He  complains  that  many  of  the  questions  referred  to 
him  were  plainly  answered  by  some  section  of  the  Constitution, 
and  said  he  had  been  tempted  to  believe  that  some  of  the  pre¬ 
siding  officers  of  Subordinate  Chapters  were  not  aware  that 
there  was  a  Constitution  nor  that  their  Chapters  had  a  copy. 
None  of  his  decisions  are  very  important  ones. 

During  the  year  the  Grand  High  Priest  visited  twenty-five 
Chapters. 

He  gives  an  account  of  the  Convocation  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  and  refers  to  the  pleasant  time  those  who  were 
in  attendance  had. 

Two  Chapters  had  been  organized  under  dispensation  during 
the  year. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  congratulates  the  Companions  on 
the  condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  New  York,  saying  that 
they  had  passed  the  20,000  mark  of  membership,  and  that  there 
was  a  net  gain  of  nearly  four  hundred  the  preceding  year.  He 
says  this  number  would  have  been  considerably  increased  but  for 


1898.] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


195 


numerous  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues,  and  has  the 
following-  to  say  on  this  subject: 

“The  seeming  necessity  for  the  suspension  of  so  many  Companions* 
from  year  to  year,  for  a  failure  to  pay  their  Chapter  dues,  is  much  to  be 
regretted,  not  alone  because  of  the  loss  of  membership  and  revenue,  but 
because  it  injuriously  reflects,  to  some  degree,  upon  the  honor  and  integrity 
of  the  Royal  Craft. 

“  It  is  the  custom  of  many  Chapters  to  give  the  matter  of  the  collection 
of  dues  especial  attention  ;  their  High  Priests  exercise  a  constant  and  care¬ 
ful  supervision  of  the  duty  of  the  Secretaries  in  that  regard,  and,  as  a  con¬ 
sequence,  the  penalty  of  suspension  is  seldom  inflicted.  If  this  custom  was 
generally  observed  throughout  the  Jurisdiction,  Companions  would  pay 
their  dues  promptly,  and  suspensions  for  their  non-payment  would  be 
materially  reduced  in  number. 

“  It  is  undoubtedly  the  fact  that  there  are  now  in  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Grand  Chapter,  nearly,  if  not  quite,  ten  thousand  Companion's  unaffiliated 
because  of  the  non-payment  of  dues.  Most  of  these  Companions  are  good 
men  who  have  simply  failed  to  appreciate  the  gravity  of  their  offending, 
and  I  am  convinced  that  constant  effort,  kindly  and  fittingly  employed, 
would  result  in  the  restoration  to  membership  of  very  many  of  them.  Is 
not  the  effort  to  that  end,  in  view  of  the  beneficial  effect  that  would  ensue, 
worth  the  undertaking?’’ 

This  is  a  question  that  depends  very  largely  on  the  Secre¬ 
taries  of  Subordinate  Chapters,  and  if  they  are  careful  and 
painstaking  and  make  an  effort  as  they  should,  to  collect  the 
dues  of  those  companions  in  arrears  there  will  not  be  nearly  so 
many  suspensions  for  non-payment  thereof.  Secretaries  should 
consult  the  High  Priest  on  this  matter,  and  with  their  united 
efforts  much  good  can  be  done.  In  many  instances  suspensions 
for  non-payment  of  dues,  even  if  a  member  receives  his  notices 
and  summons,  is  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  member,  and  an 
extra  note  from  the  Secretary  calls  his  attention  to  the  matter 
and  keeps  him  in  his  Chapter. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  thanks  his  Grand  Officers  for  so 
faithfully  and  earnestly  seconding  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  the 
Royal  Craft  and  pays  this  high  compliment  to  the  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary  : 

“  When  I  attempt  to  express  to  R.  E.  Christopher  G.  Fox,  Grand  Secre- 
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tary,  how  much  I  am  indebted  to  him  for  his  constant  help,  so  courteously 
rendered,  language  fails  me.  Could  I  group  together  the  favorable  men¬ 
tion  of  former  Grand  High  Priests  relating  to  him,  the  result  would  simply 
express  my  sentiments.” 

We  take  the  following  from  the  report  of  the  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary  : 


Exalted  during  the  year,  .... 

•  •  • 

E39° 

Affiliated,  ........ 

. 

120 

Restored  to  membership,  .... 

132 

Total  increase,  ..... 

1,642: 

Dimitted,  ....... 

196 

Suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues, 

.  758 

Suspended  for  un-Masonic  conduct,  . 

1 

Expelled,  ....... 

12 

Died,  ........ 

•  279 

Total  decrease,  .......  1,246 


Net  increase,  .......  396 

The  Grand  Chaplain,  Rev.  James  Byron  Murray,  as  usual,, 
delivered  an  address  before  the  Grand  Chapter,  subject:  “  The 
Grand  Chapter  and  Influence  and  Purpose.”  It  is  printed  in 
full  in  the  Proceedings  and  is  very  interesting.  A  resolution 
of  thanks  was  passed  by  the  Grand  Chapter  thanking  the  Grand 
Chaplain  for  his  address  and  also  a  resolution  providing  that  his 
portrait  be  engraved  and  published  in  the  Proceedings,  and  a 
fine  engraving  in  steel  of  Companion  Murray  adorns  the  volume 
as  a  frontispiece. 

At  the  last  communication  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New 
York  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  present  a  testimonial  to 
Companion  Fox,  the  Grand  Secretary,  not  to  cost  more  than 
$250,  in  commemoration  of  his  thirty  years  of  service  as  Grand 
Secretary.  The  Committee  reported  that  they  authorized  the 
drawing  of  a  warrant  on  the  Grand  Treasurer  for  the  sum  of 
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$250,  which  amount  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  Accounts  shows 
a  number  of  appropriations,  some  of  which  are  not  known  in 
Pennsylvania.  For  instance,  $200  was  appropriated  to  the 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  for  expenses;  $250  to  the  Grand 
Treasurer;  $150  to  the  Grand  Chaplain;  $250  to  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence;  $1600  for  a 
Grand  Lecturer;  $75  for  clerical  assistance  to  the  Centennial 
Committee;  $500  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  monument  to 
the  memory  of  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest.  The  sum  of  $250 
was  also  appropriated  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  Companion 
Right  Reverend  Henry  C.  Potter  “  for  such  charitable  pur¬ 
poses  as  he  may  deem  best.  ” 

On  Wednesday,  February  2d,  the  afternoon  and  evening  were 
devoted  to  the  celebration  of  the  Centennial  of  the  Grand 
Chapter.  A  procession  was  formed  and  the  Grand  Chapter 
proceeded  to  St.  Peter’s  Church,  where  with  appropriate  music 
the  exercises  took  place.  After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Walton  W. 
Battershall,  D.  D.,  the  Grand  High  Priest  introduced  Seymour 
H.  Stone,  the  Senior  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  New  York,  as 
the  presiding  officer.  After  accepting  the  honor  in  a  neat 
speech,  Rt.  Rev.  (Companion)  Henry  C.  Potter,  D.D.,  LL.D., 
delivered  an  oration. 

The  historical  addresses  were  delivered  by  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  Companion  David  F.  Day,  whose  address  covered  the 
period  from  1798  to  1823;  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Companion 
,Marvin  I.  Greenwood,  who  covered  the  period  from  1823  to 
1848;  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Companion  Thomas  C.  Cassidy 
from  1848  to  1873,  and  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Companion 
William  Sherer,  whose  address  treated  of  the  remaining  years, 
1873  to  1898.  Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  services  in  the  church 
the  Grand  Chapter  returned  to  its  tabernacle. 

In  the  evening  at  6  o’clock  the  Centennial  Banquet  was 
held  and  the  following  was  the  programme  observed,  Com- 
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panion  Alfred  A.  Guthrie  acting  as  Toast  Master,  after  an 
elaborate  menu  had  been  disposed  of: 

“Address  of  Welcome,” 

Companion  John  Webb,  Jr.,  Grand  High  Priest. 

“  The  State  of  New  York — She  Leads,” 

Companion  Alfred  A.  Guthrie. 

“  The  City  of  Albany — She  Worthily  Holds  the  Proud  Position  of  Capital 
of  the  Empire  State,” 

Hon.  Thomas  J.  Van  Alstyne. 

“  The  Spirit  of  Freemasonry — Love  Combined  with  Truth,” 

M.  W.  William  A.  Sutherland,  Grand  Master. 

“Additional  Stones  from  the  Quarry,” 

Companion  James  D.  Pollard. 

“  Woman— Not  Eligible  for  Masonry,  Because  Good  Enough  Without 
It.” 

Toast  Master. 

“  Ritualism — The  Veil  That  Conceals  the  Truth  from  the  Unworthy,” 
Companion  George  McGown. 

“  The  Humanity  of  Masonry  and  Its  Influence  on  the  World,” 
Companion  Luke  A.  Lockwood. 

“  The  Next  Centennial,” 

Companion  Arthur  McArthur. 

All  the  addresses  are  printed  in  full  in  the  Proceedings  and 
make  this  volume  doubly  interesting. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is 
written  as  usual  by  Companion  George  J.  Gardner  and  is  one  of 
the  smallest  reports  Companion  Gardner  has  written  since  we 
have  been  doing  the  same  work  for  Pennsylvania.  It  com* 
prises  less  than  100  pages,  of  which  Pennsylvania  has  nearly 
three. 

Pennsylvania  for  1896  is  reviewed  in  a  very  fraternal  manner 
and  it  reads  almost  like  a  back  number  to  us,  although  that  is 
not  Companion  Gardner’s  fault.  His  report  is  fully  up  to  the 
high  standard  of  his  former  reports,  except  that  it  seems  very 
short. 
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A  year  ago  a  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
New  York  providing  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  For¬ 
eign  Correspondence  should  be  restricted  to  fifty  printed  pages. 
We  said  then,  “  Companion  Gardner  will  have  a  very  hard  task  in 
presenting  a  report  of  only  fifty  pages.-’  That  he  has  found  it 
so  is  evidenced  by  the  conclusion  of  his  report,  and  as  it  is  a  sort 
of  a  farewell  we  give  it  entire : 

“  Companions,  our  task  is  finished.  The  work  you  gave  us  to  do  is 
accomplished.  In  bulk,  it  is  shorn  of  three-fifths  of  its  usual  proportions. 
In  merit  you  can  judge  whether  it  is  up  to  the  usual  standard  or  no.  We 
consider  it  a  mere  pro  forma  production  of  no  credit  to  the  writer,  and 
much  less  to  the  Grand  Body  which  we  serve — the  largest  Capitular  Juris¬ 
diction  in  the  world.  Wherein  we  have  curtailed  has  been  to  your,  not  to 
our  disadvantage.  We  have  tried  to  keep  within  the  bounds  you  set  for  us 
in  your  restrictive  resolution,  with  the  addition  of  fifty  pages  we  were 
authorized  to  fill.  The  resolution  referred  to  covered  fifty  pages — an  allow¬ 
ance  of  less  than  a  page  to  each  of  the  fifty-five  or  sixty  Jurisdictions  with 
which  we  are  in  fraternal  union.  Is  it  possible  to  compress  a  volume  of 
from  400  to  500  pages  in  an  intelligent  manner  within  less  than  an 
ordinary  page  ?  There  are  very  few  volumes  of  Proceedings  of  less  than 
100  pages,  and  those  are  limited  to  the  smaller  bodies.  We  have  always 
acted  on  the  principle  that  ‘what  was  worth  doing  at  all,  was  worth  doing 
well.’  We  have  not  been  able  to  do  it  in  this  respect. 

“At  the  time  of  our  reappointment  we  stated  distinctly  that  we  could  not 
accept  the  position  under  the  lines  marked  out  for  us,  and  it  was  only  when 
the  Grand  High  Priest  assured  us  that  it  would  be  a  ‘  personal  favor  to- 
him,’  that  we  consented  to  act.  Under  that  limitation  with  its  addition,  we 
have  done  the  best  we  could.  The  reader  has  lost  much  valuable  informa¬ 
tion — much  instructive  knowledge.  What  has  been  your  loss  may  have  been 
a  gain  to  the  Grand  Chapter.  The  result  of  your  action  is  before  you — 
judge  ye. 

“  Companions  of  the  Guild,  we  may  not  meet  again — certainly  not,  unless 
the  fifty  page  resolution  is  modified.  We  cannot,  with  any  degree  of  self- 
respect,  act  under  it.  For  nine  years  we  have  journeyed  along  the  high¬ 
way  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  harmony.  We  are  ignorant  of  uttering  a 
word  which  we  would  desire  to  blot.  We  have  held  sweet  counsel  together, 
both  giving  and  receiving.  The  ‘  three-times-three  ’  is  now  complete,  and 
the  journey  may  be  ended.  It  has  been  our  privilege  to  help,  aid  and 
assist  in  this  noble  and  glorious  undertaking.  We  have  aided  to  the  best 
of  our  ability,  and  trust  our  labor  has  not  been  in  vain.  Life’s  journey 
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with  us,  too,  is  nearing  its  close.  In  a  few  months  the  eightieth  year  of  our 
natural  life  will  be  completed — in  all  probability  we  stand  the  ‘  elder 
brother  ’  of  the  Guild.  Should  we  part,  I  know  of  no  more  consoling 
words  to  address  to  you  than  those  of  him  who  labored  so  earnestly  for 
our  cause  while  in  the  flesh,  the  noble,  generous-hearted,  loving  and  lovable 
Morris : 

“  ‘  Hands  round,  ye  Royal  Craftsmen,  in  the  bright  fraternal  chain  ! 

We  part  upon  the  Square  below  to  meet  in  Heaven  again  ; 

Each  tie  that  has  been  broken  here  shall  be  cemented  there, 

And  none  be  lost  around  the  Throne  who  parted  on  the  Square.’  ” 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

This  seems  to  be  a  year  of  celebrations  among  the  Proceed¬ 
ings  that  have  fallen  to  our  lot  to  review.  New  York  cele¬ 
brated  their  centennial  and  when  we  pick  up  North  Carolina  we 
find  they  convened  in  their  Fiftieth  Annual  Convocation  at 
Raleigh,  May  17,  1898. 

W.  A.  Withers, [Grand  High  Priest,  presided,  six  Past  Grand 
High  Priests  were  present,  three  Past  Grand  Kings,  one  Past 
Grand  Scribe,  and  fourteen  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  starts  his  address  as  follows : 

“  It  is  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  that  I  welcome  you  to  this  Grand 
Convocation.  My  welcome  to  you  is  a  double  one,  being  given  in  the 
capacity  of  your  chosen  presiding  officer  and  as  a  resident  of  our  capital 
city,  which  was  selected  by  you  for  this  annual  gathering. 

“  It  is  a  matter  of  great  gratification  to  us  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
North  Carolina  has  passed  a  half  century  and  comes  together  to  celebrate 
her  jubilee.  It  is  meet  that  we  should  honor  those  whose  labors  laid  strong 
and  deep  her  foundations,  and  whose  hands  have  brought  her  safely  to  the 
exalted  position  which  she  now  occupies. 

J‘  Some  of  our  Companions  have  fallen  at  the  post  of  duty  and  left 
behind  them  honored  names  to  illumine  the  pages  of  the  history  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry.  Their  work  and  memory  will  ever  remain  a  glorious 
heritage.  I  shall  not  call  the  honor  roll  to-day,  but  will  leave  that  to  those 
to  whom  you  have  especially  entrusted  it.  In  the  preparation  of  these 
historical  sketches,  I  wish  to  make  public  acknowledgment  of  the  services 
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of  our  Most  Excellent  Companion  James  Southgate,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest.  Through  his  efforts  many  treasures  have  been  brought  to  light.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  announces  the 'death  of  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  Companion  Alfred  Martin,  the  first  Grand  High  Priest  of 
their  Grand  Chapter. 

Among  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

“That  suspension  of  a  Blue  Lodge  for  the  non-payment  of  dues  has  no 
effect  upon  the  standing  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  his  Chapter,  but  that 
suspension  by  a  Blue  Lodge  for  a  Masonic  offence  suspends  from  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  Chapter  upon  receipt  of  official  information  from  the  Blue 
Lodge. 

“  That  when  a  ballot  has  been  taken  it  is  un-Masonic  conduct  for  any 
Companion  to  reveal  the  nature  of  his  ballot  in  the  Chapter  or  elsewhere.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  closed  his  address  as  follows: 

“  Our  recent  Grand  Convocations  have  been  well  attended  and  this 
affords  proofs  to  us  of  the  strong  fraternal  feeling  between  the  Brethren 
throughout  the  Jurisdiction. 

“  As  we  leave  this  Grand  Convocation  and  the  celebration  of  our  Semi- 
Centennial  let  us  enter  upon  our  work  for  Royal  Arch  Masonry  for  the 
second  fifty  years  with  much  pride  for  the  past  and  much  enthusiasm  for 
the  future.  We  do  not  have  the  difficulties  to  deal  with  that  our  prede¬ 
cessors  did  and  we  shall  be  unworthy  of  them  if  we  do  not  hold  aloft  the 
standard  of  the  Royal  Craft. 

“  In  laying  down  the  high  honors  of  office  which  your  kind  partiality  has 
prompted  you  to  bestow  upon  me,  I  beg  that  the  same  partiality  will  prompt 
you  to  overlook  any  shortcomings  during  the  past  year.  I  beg  to  assure 
you  of  my  high  appreciation  of  these  honors  and  to  thank  you  and  the 
officers  you  have  associated  with  me  for  their  loyalty  and  support. 

“  I  wish  you  all  prosperity,  peace  and  happiness.  May  God  bless  you 
each  and  every  one.” 

The  Grand  Representatives  “  were  received  and  accorded 
special  honor,”  but  Companion  Atkinson  was  not  present  to 
represent  Pennsylvania. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria  was  recognized. 
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There  is  very  little  in  the  Proceedings  of  their  Grand  Chapter 
of  interest  to  Companions  outside  of  North  Carolina. 

A  historical  sketch  of  the  first  fifty  years  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  was  written  and  delivered  by  Eugene  S.  Martin, 
P.  D.  G.  H.  P.,  and  is  a  very  interesting  paper.  Following  the 
historical  sketch  are  portraits  and  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  each 
of  the  Past  Grand  High  Priests. 

1 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  as  usual  is  by  Companion 
James  Southgate,  and  is  his  sixteenth  year  for  reviewing  the 
Proceedings  In  addition  to  his  Report  on  Correspondence  he 
publishes  a  short  historical  address  on  each  of  the  Subordinate 
Chapters  in  the  State. 

He  reviews  forty -eight  Grand  Jurisdictions  and  gives  three 
pages  to  Pennsylvania.  He  says  the  report  of  Pennsylvania  is 
written  by  five  Companions  “  and  from  the  agreement  among 
the  members  as  to  Masonic  law  and  usage  they  must  have  fre¬ 
quently  conferred  and  discussed  among  themselves  mooted 
questions,  as  the  report  appears  to  be  the  production  of  one 
brain.”  You  are  wrong  about  that,  Companion  Southgate,  for 
we  do  not  “  confer  and  discuss  ”  in  regard  to  the  annual  report 
at  all.  If  we  have  a  special  report  to  make  as  to  the  recog¬ 
nizing  of  a  Grand  Chapter,  or  something  of  that  sort,  we  con¬ 
sult,  but  on  our  annual  report  each  one  goes  it  alone,  but  we 
have  all  been  brought  up  the  same  way. 

Companion  Southgate  asks  why  we  wait  six  months  after  a 
Companion  has  been  non-affiliated  in  the  Blue  Lodge  to  make 
him  a  non-affiliate  in  the  Chapter  ?  In  case  of  a  residence  being 
changed  a  member  of  a  Chapter  might  want  to  join  a  Blue 
Lodge  at  his  new  place  of  residence  and  retain  his  membership 
in  his  old  Chapter.  Our  plan  gives  him  a  chance  to  do  so. 

Companion  Southgate’s  report  is  fully  up  to  the  standard  and 
his  standard  is  a  high  one  and  comprises  one  hundred  and 
thirty-one  pages. 
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He  concludes  his  report  as  follows: 

“  We  have  for  the  sixteenth  time  reviewed  the  Proceedings  of  all  the 
Grand  Bodies  received  up  to  the  time  of  going  to  press  with  this  report. 
We  regret  the  absence  of  Canada  and  Maryland,  which  we  have  waited 
for,  hoping  they  would  come  in  time,  but  we  have  been  disappointed.  We 
have  had  nothing  new  and  startling  to  discuss  this  year,  but  possibly  some 
new  light  has  been  thrown  on  questions  heretofore  discussed.  We  have 
prepared  this  report  hurriedly,  for  the  reason  that  our  duties  as  Chairman 
of  the  Semi-Centennial  Committee  have  been  far  more  onerous  than  we 
dreamed  of  when  we  consented  to  serve  in  the  capacity  of  editor  of  that 
budget,  and  we  have  had  all  the  time  at  our  command,  early  and  late,  fully- 
occupied  ;  so  with  the  hope  that  all  due  allowance  for  imperfections  will  be 
made,  we  bid  you  an  affectionate  adieu.” 

Companion  Martin  S.  Willard  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest 
and  Companion  Horace  H.  Munson  was  re-elected  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary. 


NORTH  DAKOTA. 

The  Ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  North  Dakota  was  held  at  Fargo,  June 
23,  1898. 

Companion  David  E.  Morgan,  Grand  High  Priest,  presided, 
five  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  present  and  eleven  Chapters 
were  represented. 

Companion  Leonard  A.  Rose,  Grand  Representative  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  was  present. 

In  opening  his  address  the  Grand  High  Priest  said: 

“  These  annual  meetings  are  pleasant  incidents  in  our  life’s  journey, 
affording  opportunities  for  forming,  renewing  and  cementing  friendships — 
affording  opportunities  for  exchange  of  views,  challenging  and  discarding 
what  is  unsound  and  vicious,  and  more  firmly  establishing  and  clinging  to 
those  principles  and  landmarks  that  we  deem  right  and  just,  as  being 
founded  upon  the  underlying  principles  of  the  Order — Truth ,  Benevolence- 
and  Justice .” 
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“  I  congratulate  the  Grand  Chapter  that  harmony  prevails  within  our 
membership,  and  between  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  and  all  other  Grand 
Jurisdictions.  I  take  extreme  pleasure  in  greeting  you  all  on  this  occasion, 
and  to  wish  that  your  sojourn  within  this  hall — sacred  with  so  many  pleasant 
memories  already — may  be  pleasant,  profitable,  and  one  that  we  can  all 
look  back  upon  with  the  proud  satisfaction  that  it  was  good  to  have  been 
there.” 

He  notices  the  deaths  of  prominent  Royal  Arch  Masons  in 
his  address,  giving  a  short  sketch  of  the  life  of  each  one. 

Among  the  Dispensations  granted  were  several  to  allow 
Chapters  to  confer  the  degrees  without  waiting  the  usual  time, 
and  the  reason  in  one  case  was  to  allow  several  “  brethren  to 
receive  the  Chapter  degrees  before  leaving  the  State  as  sol¬ 
diers.  ” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  made  a  good  address,  which  he  con¬ 
cludes  as  follows: 

“  I  find  much  to  encourage  us  in  the  present  condition  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  this  State.  The  growth  in  membership  this  year  is  more  than 
last.  The  work  on  hand  and  unreported  is  large.  I  look  to  see  a  very 
large  increase  in  the  general  membership  during  the  coming  year.  Let  us 
all  freely  lend  a  helping  hand  to  ensure  the  success  of  each  of  our  own 
Chapters  during  the  next  and  all  the  coming  years.” 

The  Grand  Secretary  has  a  very  complete  and  interesting 
report  of  the  work  of  his  office  and  he  has  the  following  to  say 
in  regard  to  “Marks:” 

“  I  do  not  know  how  well  the  various  Chapters  in  our  Grand  Jurisdiction 
have  complied  with  the  regulations  as  to  having  marks  of  the  newly 
exalted  Companions  recorded.  In  my  own  experience  as  Secretary  of  Key¬ 
stone  Chapter,  I  found,  when  I  took  the  office,  that  there  were  many  who 
had  never  filed  their  marks  so  far  as  the  records  of  this  office  showed.  I 
found  a  great  many  marks  on  loose  slips  of  paper  of  all  kinds  and  quality 
folded  in  envelopes.  Other  Chapters  might  not  have  been  so  negligent ; 
but  experience  proves  that  what  is  true  of  one  set  of  men  is  apt  to  be  true 
as  a  rule  of  other  sets  of  like  circumstances.” 

We  fully  appreciate  what  the  Grand  Secretary  says  in  re- 
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gard  to  Marks,  because,  as  Secretary  of  a  subordinate  Chapter, 
we  have  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  having  the  Marks  recorded. 

There  is  very  little  of  interest  in  their  Proceedings  to  any 
one  outside  of  their  own  Jurisdiction  and  there  is  no  Report 
on  Correspondence. 

Fine  portraits  of  Grand  High  Priest  David  E.  Morgan  and 
the  fine  looking  Grand  Secretary  Frank  J.  Thompson  adorn  the 
volume. 

Companion  George  H.  Phelps  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest 
and  Companion  Frank  J.  Thompson  was  re-elected  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  Fargo  June  22, 
1899. 


OHIO. 

The  Eighty-Second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Ohio  opened  in  Cincinnati,  September  28,  1898. 

Most  Excellent  Graff  M.  Acklm,  Grand  High  Priest,  pre¬ 
sided  and  an  even  dozen  of  Past  Grand  High  Priests  wrere 
present,  all  the  living  Past  Grand  High  Priests  there  are  in 
their  Grand  Chapter.  The  subordinate  Chapters  were  nearly 
all  represented  and  there  was  a  long  list  of  Grand  Representa¬ 
tives,  among  which  we  find  the  name  of  Companion  James  W. 
Iredell,  Jr.,  the  Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania. 

M.  E.  Reuben  C.  Lemmon,  General  Gr^nd  High  Piiest  of 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  was  present 
and  was  introduced  to  the  Grand  Chapter  by  the  oldest  and 
youngest  living  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  M.  E.  Companions 
Kiefer  and  McBride. 

Companion  Jacob  H.  Bromwell,  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest, 
welcomed  the  Grand  Chapter  to  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  and 
his  address  was  responded  to  by  the  Grand  High  Priest. 
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The  Grand  High  Priest  commenced  his  address  as  follows: 

“  Once  more  it  is  permitted  that  we  assemble  in  Annual  Convocation, 
to  reflect  upon  the  work  accomplished  and,  guided  by  the  experience  of 
the  past,  more  wisely  to  legislate  for  the  future.  The  Masonic  year  just 
closing  has  been  peaceful,  prosperous  and  happy.  There  has  been  no 
untoward  event  to  permanently  mar  the  harmonious  relations  of  our  sub¬ 
ordinate  Chapters  or  their  members,  and  our  intercourse  with  other  Grand 
Jurisdictions  has  been  of  the  most  friendly  nature. 

“  No  Grand  Officer  or  permanent  member  of  this  Grand  Chapter  has 
been  called  to  his  final  reward,  but  in  our  subordinate  Chapters  the  Grim 
Reaper  has  found  many  victims.” 

Companion  Acklin  makes  note  of  the  prominent  Companions 
of  the  various  Grand  Jurisdictions  who  have  died  during  the 
past  year  and  then  said : 

“  While  harmony  and  prosperity  have  been  the  marked  characteristics  of 
our  Masonic  experience,  it  is  well  known  that  peaceful  conditions  have  not 
continued  throughout  our  country.  Even  as  we  were  in  session  one  year 
ago,  there  came  up  to  us  from  one  of  the  fairest  islands  the  distressing  cry 
of  a  people  who  were  manfully  contending  against  superior  forces  for 
life  and  liberty.  The  friendly  advances  of  our  Government  were  ignored 
until  the  relations  between  two  nations  were  strained  to  the  utmost. 
When  at  last  the  conviction  was  forced  upon  our  minds  that  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  a  battleship  and  the  death  of  more  than  two  hundred  American 
seamen  were  not  accidental,  but  were  deliberately  planned  by  a  cruel  and 
treacherous  people,  instantly  there  was  tumult  in  the  air,  and  through  the 
broad  land  everywhere  the  answering  tread  of  hurrying  feet  and  a  people 
roused,  no  longer  tame,  forgot  their  old  baptismal  name,  made  bare  their 
patriot  arm  of  power  and  swelled  the  tumult. 

“  Later  we  stood  by  the  wayside  and  saw  flashing  swords  and  waving 
banners  and  felt  the  excitement  of  martial  music,  and  as  our  loved  ones 
went  marching  by  with  the  firm  tread  of  trained  soldiers  we  cheered  them 
to  the  echo.  We  knew  they  were  marching  to  a  soldier’s  glory,  which, 
alas,  is  so  often  a  soldier’s  grave;  but  we  brushed  aside  the  tears,  which 
would  have  dimmed  our  eyes,  and  stifled  the  sobs,  which  would  have 
choked  our  voices,  and  with  smiles  and  applause  we  bade  them  Godspeed. 

“It  was  a  fitting  ending  of  the  nineteenth  century  that  the  young  and 
vigorous  nation  of  the  New  World  should  be  the  impregnable  rock  upon 
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which  the  nation  representing  the  mediaeval  superstition  and  barbarity  of 
the  Old  World  should  be  wrecked.” 

One  Chapter  was  constituted  during  the  year. 

Under  the  head  of  “  Distinguished  Masons”  he  spoke  as 
follows: 

“  I  have  referred  to  a  Mason  of  Ohio  who  last  year  was  honored  as  no 
Mason  of  our  State  had  before  been  honored,  by  being  called  to  the  office 
of  General  Grand  High  Priest;  but  another  of  our  Companions,  called 
to  a  different  field  of  duty,  has  attracted  equally  as  much  attention,  even  if 
a  temporary  residence  in  the  city  of  Washington  and  the  doorkeepers  of 
the  White  House  have  prevented  some  of  us  meeting  him  as  often  as  we 
wished. 

“The  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio  is  proud  of  these  her  children;  she  is 
justly  proud  of  them;  but  O  how  our  nerves  tingle  and  how  the  blood 
leaps  and  courses  through  our  veins  as  we  remember  that  other  Mason,  the 
brave  New  England  Commodore,  who  sailed  out  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  cut 
the  cable,  and  then,  receiving  no  cautionary  instructions,  went  about  his 
duty  of  terminating  war  in  the  way  war  ought  to  be  terminated  !  What 
charming  simplicity  of  manner,  what  irresistible  earnestness  of  purpose  he 
showed  !  God  bless  him  as  a  noble  specimen  of  American  manhood  and 
American  Freemasonry!” 

He  reports  his  decisions,  none  of  which  are  of  special  im¬ 
portance  to  Capitular  Masonry  outside  of  the  State  of  Ohio; 
reports  his  visitations,  together  with  his  other  official  acts,  and 
closes  his  address  as  follows: 

“  A  few  days  ago,  in  this  city  of  Cincinnati,  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  addressing  his  comrades  concerning 
their  organization,  with  sadness  in  his  voice  said  : 

“  ‘  It  is  rapidly  marching  to  the  sunset,  and  ere  many  years  will  be  but  a 
memory.’ 

“As  I  look  over  this  assemblage,  how  different  my  feelings!  True,  I 
see  men  who,  in  the  prime  of  noble  manhood,  were  leaders  whom  it  was 
an  honor  to  follow,  but  now  their  hair  is  white  with  frosts  of  many  years, 
their  forms  are  bending  with  age,  and  they  join  us  as  counsellors  rather 
'than  leaders.  True,  the  other  living  called  the  dead  vastly  outnumber 
those  present,  but  I  see  other  men,  young  men,  whose  hearts  beat  high 
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with  generous  impulses,  and  after  them  there  will  be  yet  oth’er  men  who 
will  carry  forward  the  work  until  the  principles  and  teachings  of  Free¬ 
masonry  become  a  very  touchstone  of  love,  the  magic  of  whose  power 
will  develop  our  better  selves,  until  we  and  all  men  will  be  united  into  one 
great  family,  whose  only  contention  will  be  how  best  to  agree.” 

He  had  a  busy  year,  and  his  whole  address  shows  that  he 
paid  careful  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  position. 


We  take  the  following-  table  from  the  report  of  the  Grand 
Secretary : 


Number  of  members  July  31,  1897  .... 

14,646 

omitted  last  year 

15 

“  exalted  ..... 

957 

“  admitted  .  .  .  .  . 

IOI 

“  “  reinstated  .... 

200 

Total . . 

.  15,924 

Number  of  members  withdrawn  .... 

185 

“  deceased  . 

212 

suspended,  non-payment  of  dues 

384 

“  .  suspended,  un-Masonic  conduct 

4 

expelled  ..... 

3 

788 

Present  membership  ....... 

.  15.  !36 

Net  increase  of. 

485 

We  have  put  our  comptometer  on  the  arithmetic  of  these 

tables,  but  can  not  arrive  at  the  results  as  stated.  However, 

they  are  exact  with  the  originals  and  we  must  let  them  stand, 
as  we  have  no  facts  by  which  to  right  them. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  a  reception  was  tendered 
M.  E.  Companion  Reuben  C.  Lemmon,  General  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter.  An  interesting  account 
of  the  reception  and  musical  programme  is  in  the  Proceedings. 

From  the  report  of  Companion  Jacob  H.  Bromwell  we  find 
that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio  has  made  a  noble  showing  in 
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the  amount  contributed  to  the  Masonic  Home  since  it  was 
started,  it  being  $31,862.25. 

i  Grand  High  Priest  Acklin’s  portrait  adorns  the  Proceedings 
as  a  frontispiece. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  S.  Stacker  Williams,  as 
usual,  and  his  portrait  is  given  just  before  his  report.  Com¬ 
panion  Williams  has  a  whole  heap  of  trouble,  as  the  opening  of 
his  report,  which  we  give  below,  will  show : 

“  We  made  an  excuse  last  year  of  sickness,  which  prevented  our  furnish¬ 
ing  our  usual  chapter  on  history.  We  are  compelled  to  make  a  greater 
complaint  this  year  than  last.  We  were  struck  with  paralysis  on  October 
26,  1897,  and  in  a  few  days  thereafter  we  were  sentenced  to  serve  a  term 
in  the  State  Legislature.  We  had  partially  recovered  from  the  paralysis 
when  we  had  a  severe  attack  of  rheumatism,  which  hangs  on  relentlessly.’” 

Companion  Williams’  report  is  not  nearly  so  long  as  usual, 
but  it  is  fully  up  to  the  standard,  as  his  reports  always  are,  and 
contains  much  that  is  interesting  and  instructive.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  receives  a  full  page  in  his  report. 

Companion  Brenton  B.  Babcock,  of  Cleveland,  was  elected 
Grand  Hight  Priest  and  Companion  Charles  C.  Kiefer  re-elected 
Grand  Secretary. 

Their  next  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  Cleveland, 
September  27,  1899. 


OREGON. 

The  Thirty-Eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Oregon  opened  at  Portland,  June  13,  1898. 

Companion  L.  N.  Roney,  Grand  High  Priest,  presided,  six: 
Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  present,  four  Past  Grand  Officers 
and  twenty-four  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  welcomed  the  Companions  as  follows  2 

“  I  welcome  you  to  this  our  Thirty-Eighth  Convocation  and  extend  to 
14 
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each  and  all  a  cordial  and  fraternal  greeting.  I  congratulate  you,  Com¬ 
panions,  upon  the  very  favorable  auspices  under  which  we  assemble  to-day. 
With  thankful  hearts  let  us  look  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  universe 
and  gratefully  acknowledge  his  protecting  care  and  mercies  which  have 
fallen  around  us  since  last  we  assembled  around  our  sacred  altar  and  in  his 
presence  again  renew  the  fraternal  ties  which  unite  us  so  closely  together. 
Throughout  our  beautiful  land  is  seen  prosperity,  health  and  contentment. 
May  peace  and  concord  dwell  with  us  during  the  hours  we  are  together, 
that  our  deliberations  and  actions  during  this  Convocation  may  be  a  faithful 
adherence  to  our  duties  and  obligations.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  pays  a  tribute  to  the  dead  of  their 
own  and  sister  Jurisdictions,  and  has  the  following  to  say  in 
regard  to  the  state  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Oregon  and  their 
relations  with  other  Grand  Chapters: 

“  Companions,  so  far  as  I  know  nothing  has  transpired  during  the  past 
year  to  mar  the  harmony  of  the  Craft.  Reports  from  the  several  Subordi¬ 
nate  Chapters  in  the  Jurisdiction  show  a  gratifying  increase  in  membership. 
Our  relations  with  sister  Jurisdictions,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  are  most 
cordial.” 

We  copy  the  following  decisions: 

“  Question  1.  Would  it  be  legal  for  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  to 
pass  a  resolution  to  pay  its  High  Priest  $3  per  night  during  his  term  of  office, 
that  is,  regular  meetings  ? 

“  Answer.  No. 

“  Question  3.  Can  the  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  surrender  the  charter 
and  records  and  other  furniture  upon  his  own  motion  ? 

“  Answer.  No. 

“  Question  4.  Can  the  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  declare  the  Chapter 
closed  without  ceremony  ? 

“  Answer.  No,  unless  an  emergency  exists.  I  hold  that  the  same  law 
prevails  in  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  as  in  a  Lodge  of  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  that  a  lecture  or  a  part  thereof  must  be  given  in  closing  the  Chapter.” 

The  second  day  of  the  session  the  report  of  the  Committee 
0:1  Jurisprudence  was  presented,  approving  decisions  three  and 
four,  and  has  the  following  to  say  in  regard  to  decision  one : 

“  There  is  no  law  to  prohibit  a  Chapter  from  paying  its  High  Priest  $3, 
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<or  any  other  sum,  for  his  services  :  but  for  any  Chapter  to  do  so  would  be 
to  establish  a  bad  precedent,  would  be  poor  policy,  and  should  not  be 
encouraged.” 

We  heartily  agree  with  the  Committee  and  think  it  would 
establish  a  bad  precedent  for  a  Chapter  to  do  anything  like 
that. 


The  following  is  from  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary: 


Members  last  year,  ........  1,258 

Members  at  present,  .......  1.274 

Exalted,  ..........  53 

Admitted,-  .........  21 

Reinstated,  .  .  .  .  .  ...  .  .  4 

Stricken  from  roll,  ........  9 

Suspended  and  expelled,  .......  2 

Dimitted,  ..........  16 

Died,  ...........  18 


The  volume  of  Proceedings  is  gotten  up  in  the  same  hand¬ 
some  style  as  in  former  years  and  contains  portraits  of  Grand 
High  Priest  L.  N.  Roney,  and  Past  Grand  High  Priests  A.  W. 
Ferguson  and  J  C.  Ainsworth. 

Companion  J.  M.  Hodson  again  writes  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  and  in  starting  his 
report,  says: 

“We  trust  you  will  carefully  examine  these  returns,  not  that  they  con¬ 
tain  anything  strangely  new  or  startling,  but  they  do  comprehend  many  of 
the  fundamental  principles  of  our  grand  old  fraternity,  which  have  been 
told  and  told  again  with  increasing  force  for  good  at  each  telling.  This  report 
is  for  you,  Companions  ;  it  lacks  much  of  being  the  best  report  made,  but 
it  is  the  best  to  which  you  can  have  general  access  this  year,  and  we  trust 
you  may  enjoy  its  perusal  even  more  than  we  have  its  preparation.” 

Pennsylvania  receives  a  very  full  and  fraternal  notice.  He 
says  the  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  hands  of  a  full 
Committee,  among  whom  the  Proceedings  of  the  various  Grand 
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Chapters  are  duly  apportioned.  After  giving  the  names  of  the 
Committee,  he  adds: 

“  Oregon  for  1897  was  apportioned  to  the  fourth  member  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  who  promptly  and  courteously  proceeded  to  make  our  darkness 
Lyte  and  our  crooked  things  straight.  He  reports  fully  of  our  Proceedings 
and  quotes  from  both  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  our  report,  regretting  that 
for  some  years  in  the  past  he  had  been  unable  to  get  the  Pennsylvania  Pro¬ 
ceedings  safely  delivered  in  Oregon.  We  are  pleased  to  get  them  this 
year.” 

He  quotes  a  decision  from  Grand  High  Priest  Johnson  on  de¬ 
claring  the  action  of  a  Chapter  null  and  void  which  had  con¬ 
ferred  the  degrees  on  a  Brother  without  making  inquiry  of  the 
Chapter  nearest  his  place  of  residence.  He  says: 

“  It  behooves  a  Brother  in  Pennsylvania  to  be  well  up  in  Chapter  law 
and  know  and  see  to  it  that  the  Chapter  makes  no  mistake,  for  just  as  sure 
as  it  does  he  gets  the  punishment — the  Chapter  goes  free.  Of  course, 
under  the  usage  the  Companion  becomes  ‘  clandestine,’  not  entitled  to  the 
rights  or  benefits  of  the  fraternity.  Now  if  he  had  arrested  the  charter  of 
the  Chapter  or  dealt  promptly  and  severely  with  its  officers  for  their  care¬ 
lessness  there  would  have  been  some  reason  or  j ustification,  but  such  travesty 
upon  fairness  certainly  could  not  occur  anywhere  outside  of  Pennsylvania.” 

He  says  to  Companion  Henderson  in  regard  to  the  word 
“  team :  ” 

“  We  will  promise  to  tell  him  if  we  ever  find  out,  if  he  will  tell  us  about 
the  other  ‘  twin  relics  ’ — ‘  call  off’  and  ‘  call  on  ’ — so  regularly  used  in  the 
Proceedings  of  his  own  Grand  Jurisdiction.” 

k 

He  generally  endorses  everything  that  the  Committee  on 
Correspondence  in  Pennsylvania  writes  about,  which  is  a  high 
compliment  to  our  Committee. 

He  concludes  his  report  as  follows: 

“  From  nearly  all  comes  the  assurance  of  increased  prosperity.  But  few 
new  topics  have  been  introduced.  In  fact,  from  the  very  nature  of  the 
situation  there  can  be  but  little  new,  speaking  from  a  Masonic  standpoint. 
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Masonry  boasts  of  its  ancient  lineage  and  makes  haste  very  slowly  in 
changing  its  customs,  laws  or  usages,  yet  we  discover  slight  advance  all 
along  the  line,  and  we  believe  it  will  grow  in  desirable  directions  as 
rapidly  as  perfect  safety  will  permit,  and  that  in  the  future  as  in  the  past  it 
will  keep  even  with  the  highest,  purest  thought  of  the  age  and  wield  the 
mightiest  influence  for  the  development  of  the  true  man.” 

Companion  H.  S.  Strange,  of  Oregon  City,  was  elected  Grand 
High  Priest  and  James  F.  Robinson  re-elected  Grand  Sec- 
re  tar}’. 

The  next  Convocation  of  their  Grand  Chapter  will  be  held 
at  Portland  in  June,  1899. 


QUEBEC. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Quebec  held 
their  Twenty- First  Annual  Convocation  in  Montreal,  January 
25,  1898. 

Companion  J.  B.  Tresidder,  Grand  1st  Prin.  Z.  presided,  and 
all  the  eleven  Chapters  were  represented.  Twenty-four  Grand 
Representatives  were  present,  but  we  fail  to  find  the  name  of 
Companion  Stevenson,  who  is  the  Grand  Representative  of  our 
Grand  Chapter. 

After  the  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  government  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  were  read,  the  Grand  1st  Prin.  Z.  delivered  his 
address.  We  take  the  following  from  the  opening  of  his 
address: 

‘  ‘  The  year  j  ust  ended  has  been  an  important  one  in  the  history  of  the  great 
British  Empire,  of  which  we  Canadians  form  an  important  part.  In  June 
last,  together  with  Britons  the  world  over,  we  celebrated  the  Diamond 
Jubilee  of  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen.  As  Masons,  we  are 
taught  to  revere  the  sovereign  of  our  land,  and  not  only  in  this  capacity 
did  we  heartily  join  in  that  celebration,  but  we  tendered  our  homage  to  the 
daughter  of  a  Grand  Master  as  well  as  the  Mother  of  one,  and  the  patroness 
of  all  the  charitable  associations  of  our  Great  Fraternity  in  the  mother 
land.  The  four  Chapters  in  the  city  of  Montreal  united  with  the  rest  of 
the  Craft  in  brilliantly  illuminating  the  Masonic  Temple,  and  the  double 
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Triangle  of  the  Royal  Arch  evinced  its  desire  to  share  in  the  universal 
rejoicings. 

“  The  returns  from  the  various  Chapters  show  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
is  holding  its  own  in  this  Jurisdiction,  one  Chapter  only  not  doing  any 
work.  Owing  to  misunderstanding  between  the  Blue  Lodges  in  its  dis¬ 
trict,  this  Chapter  has  not  deemed  it  advisable  to  make  any  active  exertion 
during  the  year,  but  it  is  hoped  before  another  year  rolls  by,  it  will  again 
take  its  place  among  the  energetic  members  of  Grand  Chapter.” 

His  address  is  very  complete,  giving  all  of  his  official  actions, 
notices  of  the  death  of  a  number  of  prominent  Capitular 
Masons,  but  it  relates  entirely  to  matters  of  interest  to  their 
own  Jurisdiction.  One  dispensation  was  granted  which  we 
make  note  of,  because  it  is  so  different  from  our  own  laws.  It 
was  to  allow  Golden  Rule  Chapter  to  appear  in  regalia  at  church 
in  the  town  of  Richmond  in  conjunction  with  the  Lodge  at  that 
place. 

From  the  returns  from  subordinate  Chapters  we  take  the 
following : 

Membership  last  year,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  515 

Received,  ..........  40 

Affiliated,  ..........  2 

Withdrawn,  .........  19 

Suspended,  ..........  4 

Died, .  7 

Present  membership,  .  .  .  .  .  .  527 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  is  by  Com¬ 
panion  E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  P.  G.  Z.,  and  comprises  sixty-one 
pages.  Pennsylvania  is  fraternally  noticed.  He  says  the 
Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  joint  work  of  our  Committee 
“and  good  square  work  it  is,  too;”  “  Companion  Codding  gave 
Quebec  a  kind  and  extended  notice.  ”  Look  up  the  spelling  of 
our  name,  Companion  Chambers,  before  you  print  your  next 
report.  That  is  not  the  way  to  spell  it  and  I  never  get  that 
way. 

Companion  Chambers  closes  his  interesting  report  as  follows : 

“  We  reach  the  conclusion  of  this  report  with  a  feeling  of  considerable 
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disappointment.  An  unprecedented  pressure  of  work  of  various  kinds  has 
so  weighed  down  upon  us  during  the  last  three  or  four  months  that  it  has 
been  simply  impossible  to  devote  that  time  and  attention  to  it  that  the 
matter  demanded.  We  are  therefore  more  than  ever  conscious  of  defects 
in  the  work,  and  of  the  fact  that  we  have  been,  though  quite  uninten¬ 
tionally,  the  cause  of  much  delay  in  the  issue  of  the  volume  of  Proceedings. 
But  we  have  lost  none  of  our  interest  in  the  doings  of  the  Royal  Craft  anc! 
the  writings  of  our  Companion  Reviewers,  to  whom,  as  well  as  to  all  the 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  our  own  Jurisdiction  we  renew  the  expression  of  our 
abiding  fraternal  regard  and  esteem.” 

The  next  Convocation  of  their  Grand  Chapter  will  be  held 
JanuaryT  24,  1899. 

R.  E.  Companion  B.  Tooke,  of  Montreal,  was  elected  Grand 
Z.  and  M.  E.  Companion  Will.  H.  Whyte,  Grand  Scribe  E. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

When  we  picked  up  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Rhode  Island  to  write  and  review,  we  found  we  were  not 
through  with  centennial  exercises  among  the  Grand  Chapters 
which  were  assigned  to  us,  for  the  One  Hundredth  Annual 
Convocation  of  this  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  was  held  in 
Providence,  March  8,  1898. 

A  special  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  was  held  in 
Providence,  June  26,  1897,  for  the  purpose  of  acting  on  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Constitution. 

At  the  Annual  Convocation  M.  E.  John  F.  Oldham,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presided,  and  there  was  a  very  full  attendance  of 
members,  all  the  subordinate  Chapters  being  represented. 
Pennsylvania’s  Representative,  M.  E.  Albert  L.  Anthony,  was 
present. 

The  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  is  strictly  a  business  one, 
simply  giving  his  official  actions  during  the  year,  and  among  the 
list  of  dispensations  we  find  that  he  refused  one  to  ballot  and 
confer  the  degrees  on  an  applicant  at  the  same  meeting.  He 
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says,  “  I  was  unable  to  satisfy  myself  that  the  granting  of  this 
request  would  be  of  any  benefit,  either  to  Newport  Chapter  or 
the  Grand  Chapter,  as  it  would  establish  a  precedent  that  might 
embarrass  Grand  Officers  in  the  future.” 

In  closing  his  address  he  made  the  following  remarks : 

“On  Saturday,  March  12,  four  days  hence,  the  Centennial  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  will  be  celebrated.  As  to  the  programme,  you  already  have  some 
knowledge  of  it,  and  the  Committee  will  to-day  give  you  full  details  of 
vrhat  has  been  accomplished  by  them.  The  Committee  are  deserving  of 
much  praise,  for  it  has  been  no  easy  matter  to  arrange  all  the  details  and 
see  that  nothing  was  forgotten.  The  entire  Committee  have  worked  hard, 
and  the  result  of  their  labors  will  be  seen  on  Saturday  next. 

“The  Grand  Lecturer  has  been  at  all  times  ready  and  willing  to  assist 
■Chapters  to  a  knowledge  of  the  work,  and  has  shown  himself  especially 
zealous  and  capable  in  the  performance  of  his  duties.  I  desire  at  this 
lime  to  thank  him  for  assistance  rendered  many  times  during  the  year. 

“The  inspecting  officers  have  performed  their  duties  with  diligence,  and 
their  reports  are  annexed  and  made  part  of  this  report.  They  also  are 
especially  deserving  of  my  thanks,  for  they  have  been  ever  ready  with 
advice  and  counsel.  I  sincerely  trust  that  my  successors  in  the  coming 
years  may  be  blessed  with  Companions  equally  as  capable  and  courteous.” 


From  the  Grand  Secretary’s  report  we  take  the  following: 


Members  last  year,  ..... 

.  2,549 

Exalted,  ....... 

112 

Admitted,  ....... 

2 

Died, . 

55 

Dimitted,  ....... 

7 

Present  number  of  members, 

2,601 

We  find  in  one  of  the  Chapters  fifty-one  Companions  were 
exalted,  and  during  the  year  they  reported  thirty  rejections. 
That  seems  like  a  large  proportion  of  rejections  to  the  number 
of  applicants. 

Their  centennial  exercises  were  opened  with  prayer  'by  the 
C-rand  Chaplain,  and  the  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  an  address 
of  welcome.  The  historical  address  was  delivered  by  M.  E. 
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Henry  W.  Rugg,  D.D.  In  the  evening  an  elaborate  banquet 
was  served  and  toasts  were  responded  to  by  a  number  of  the 
members  and  visitors. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  M.  E.  Henry  W.  Rugg 
and  comprises  about  twenty-five  pages  written  in  a  general 
manner  and  not  under  the  different  States,  as  is  usually  the 
case. 

After  paying  his  respects  to  the  Brethren  of  Rhode  Island, 
he  says: 

“  We  are  not  unmindful,  however,  of  Brethren  in  other  Jurisdictions  who 
may  look  over  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island  for 
1898,  and  take  notice  of  the  expression  of  the  thoughts  and  opinions  of  the 
writer  respecting  the  various  matters  treated  in  this  connection.  We  have 
in  mind  our  colleagues  of  the  reportorial  guild  who  do  a  work  of  review 
and  presentation  in  the  Jurisdictions  they  respectively  represent :  and  in 
great  friendliness  with  this  band  of  reporters,  and  with  a  high  appreciation 
of  their  service,  we  proffer  to  them  our  cordial  greeting,  and  leave  it  to 
their  kind  judgment  to  pass  upon  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  report  here¬ 
with  presented.” 

He  refers  to  the  centennial  celebrations  among  the  different 
Grand  Chapters  and  says  their  Grand  Chapter  is  entitled  to  rank 
among  the  venerable  Grand  Bodies  which  have  now  passed  the 
one  hundredth  year  of  their  organization.  He  mentions  Penn¬ 
sylvania  in  the  same  connection. 

On  the  origin  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  he  prints  what  Com¬ 
panion  Henderson  wrote  regarding  a  Royal  Arch  Lodge,  now 
Jerusalem  Chapter,  No.  3,  working  under  the  warrant  of  Lodge 
No.  3  on  December  3,  1767,  and  then  he  says,  “Further 
along,  referring  to  the  same  subject,  Correspondent  Henderson 
says : 

“  ‘  It  is  a  historical  fact  that  our  Jerusalem  Chapter,  No.  3,  is  not  only  the 
oldest  in  the  United  States,  but  the  oldest  in  America.' 

“  In  this  connection  we  suggest  that  a  good  deal  depends  upon  defini¬ 
tions,  as  also  upon  what  should  be  allowed  or  discarded  in  lines  of  evidence, 
as  to  whether  St.  Andrew’s  Lodge,  of  Boston,  or  Jerusalem  Lodge,  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  should  be  recognized  as  the  senior.” 
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Under  printed  rituals  we  agree  with  Companion  Rugg  when 
he  says: 

“  We  own  to  a  strong  feeling  of  disapproval  at  the  use  of  ciphers  or 
printed  rituals.” 

He  concludes  his  report  as  follows: 

“  A  Craftsman  who  shows  his  Freemasonry  in  character  and  life — a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  who  appreciates  the  power  of  God  and  the  love  of  God, 
and  who  finds  in  the  teachings  and  symbolism  of  the  Institution  an  impul¬ 
sion  to  a  reverent,  trustful  and  obedient  life,  is  indeed  established  in  a 
strength  which  must  be  blessed  forevermore.  He  realizes  in  his  own 
experience  the  fulfillment  of  the  ancient  command  with  promise  :  ‘  Wait 
upon  Jehovah,  and  ye  shall  renew  your  strength  ;  ye  shall  mount  up  with 
wings,  as  eagles  ;  ye  shall  run  and  not  weary  ;  ye  shall  walk  and  not  faint.’  ” 

Companion  Rugg’s  report  is  very  interesting  and  instructive, 
and  he  is  one  of  the  best  “correspondents”  that  any  of  the 
Grand  Chapters  have. 

The  next  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode 
Island  will  be  held  in  Providence,  March  14,  1899. 

SOUTH  DAKOTA,  1898. 

The  Ninth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  Sioux  Falls, 
June  1 6,  1898. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  Samuel  J.  Coyne,  opened  the  Grand 
Chapter,  three  of  the  regular  Grand  Officers  being  present. 

His  address  reports  three  dispensations  “to  install  officers- 
after  the  usual  time  had  elapsed.”  He  then  says: 

“  In  all  cases  where  special  dispensations  have  been  asked  to  receive 
and  act  on  petitions,  without  waiting  the  required  time,  they  have  been 
refused,  as  there  did  not  seem  to  be  sufficient  reason  therefor.” 

This  has  our  approbation,  and  the  following  is  gratifying: 

“  I  have  heard  of  no  grievances  or  complaints  of  any  kind,  and  no  con- 
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tentions  except  that  noble  contention  or,  rather,  emulation  of  who  can  best 
work  and  best  agree.” 

A  new  Constitution  was  adopted,  and.a  form  of  By-Laws  for 
subordinate  Chapters. 

Companion  Levoy  presents  his  seventh  Annual  Report  on 
Correspondence.  His  prologue  informs  us: 

“  We  must  acknowledge  that  it  would  be  better  had  some  other  Com¬ 
panion  attempted  it,  for  our  time  is  most  limited,  owing  to  unexpected 
business  operations  that  loom  forward  in  the  near  future.” 

Not  so.  There  are  at  times  evidences  of  haste  of  pen,  but 
the  writer  loses  none  of  the  fair  grasp  which  has  made  him  so 
useful  to  the  Fraternity. 

The  Grand  Chapters  pass  in  kind  review,  with  a  good  resume 
of  Proceedings  and,  with  one  exception,  a  complete  compre¬ 
hension  of  the  situation.  That  exception  is  Pennsylvania. 

Our  Proceedings  for  1896  and  1897  were  considered  in  due 
order,  and,  with  utmost  good  feeling,  there  is  a  manifest 
attempt  to  advertise  that  Past  Grand  High  Priests  Bartlett  and 
Henderson  and  Companion  Africa  and  the  writer  are  not  in 
accord  upon  the  question  of  prerogative.  Nothing  can  be 
further  from  the  fact.  So  far  as  we  can  learn,  there  is  abso¬ 
lutely  no  disagreement  between  any  members  of  our  Grand 
Chapter  on  this  question.  The  difficulty  is  really  and  only  in 
comprehending  what  are  the  real  prerogatives  of  a  Grand  High 
Priest. 

“  We  are  confident  of  being  understood  when  we  say  that  no 
Masonic  Executive  anywhere  has  a  right  to  violate  landmark  or 
law,  and  we  have  never  had  an  officer  in  our  Grand  Chapter 
who  desired  to  do  either.  But  there  are  certain  powers  in  our 
'  Grand  Masters,  exercisable  at  discretion,  and  our  Grand  High 
Priests  are  like  unto'  them.  In  our  reference  to  our  Masonic 
history  we  wrote  of  the  “ cession  of  1824,”  and  not  to  any 
session  of  that  year,  a  matter  of  importance  in  the  argument. 
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While  writing  the  above  we  turned,  from  curiosity,  to  the 
new  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Companion  Levoy’s 
State,  and  on  page  185  (Proceedings)  we  read  as  follows: 

“  Duties  of  Officers— Grand  High  Priest. 

“  He  shall  have  power  to  exercise  all  the  executive  and  judicial  functions 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  when  it  is  notin  session.” 

That  is  all  there  is  to  be  said.  We  have  never  heard  any 
champion  of  prerogative  claim  more  than  this,  which  admits 
both  construction  and  enforcement  of  law. 

We  unite  with  many  in  hoping  that  the  following  may  not 
prove  true: 

“  We  apprehend  that  this  Report  will  close  our  career  as  Correspondent.” 

We  feel  in  our  hearts  a  sincere  regard  for  our  Brother,  and 
trust  he  may  long  be  useful  to  his  Grand  Chapter. 

Membership,  1,456;  gain,  31. 

Comp.  George  A.  West,  Brookings,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  George  A.  Pettigrew,  Flandreau,  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary. 

TENNESSEE,  1898. 

The  reported  proceedings  are  those  of  the  Sixty-Ninth  Con¬ 
vocation,  held  at  Nashville,  January  24,  1898. 

Isaac  J.  Thurman,  Grand  High  Priest,  presided.  His  report 
“was  brief,  but  showed  interest  and  zeal  in  his  official  work. 
Fifteen  dispensations  are  reported,  but  none  of  them  for 
“short  cuts. ” 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  gave  just  commendation  to 
the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  his  various  recommendations  were 
•complied  with.  The  Committee  also  secured  the  repeal  of  the 
resolutions  of  1895,  discontinuing  the  appointment  of  Grand 
Representatives. 
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The  Grand  Chapter  found  a  way  to  “come  out  even  ”  by  the 
generous  donation  made  by  Grand  Secretary  of  part  of  his 
salary. 

“  If  our  estimates  are  correct,”  says  the  Committee  on  Ways 
and  Means,  “and  we  are  satisfied  they  are  approximately  so, 
this  action  puts  the  Grand  Chapter  out  of  debt — a  condition 
that  has  not  prevailed,  by  from  five  hundred  to  one  thousand 
dollars,  for  many  years.  ” 

Companion  Ingersoll  again  reviews  the  “foreign”  and  other 
Grand  Chapters,  and  his  utterances  are  for  the  most  part 
judicious  and  pleasing. 

% 

Pennsylvania  is  kindly  reviewed,  and  we  shall  find  no  fault 
so  long  as  our  chief  delinquency  is  considered  to  be  non¬ 
allegiance  to  General  Grand  Chapter, — 

“whose  benign  rule  has  been  so  gentle,  whose  silken  cords  of  limited 
authority  are  so  soft  and  flexible.” 

That  is  well  enough  for  those  who  think  so.  But  it  will  be 
very  long  indeed  before  Pennsylvania  surrenders  her  sover* 
eignty,  her  arrangement  of  degrees,  and  her  beautiful  Ritual 
for  a  place  in  the  General  Grand  Masonic  Club.  We  have 
great  respect  for  its  members,  and  there  we  stop.  Pennsyl 
vania  has  done  well  in  self-management,  and  there  she  proposes 
to  stay.  “Benign  rule”  and  “limited  authority”  are  good 
But  for  just  exactly  those  characteristics  we  imagine  the  epi¬ 
taph  of  the  General  Grand  would  soon  be  written. 

As  a  foil  to  his  devotion  to  this  body  appears  our  Com¬ 
panion’s  perennial  dislike  to  the  Scottish  Rite.  But  his  lan¬ 
guage  is  temperate,  and  had  Cernauites  shown  a  tithe  of  his 
discretion  they  might  have  pursued  their  way  unquestioned 
They  attempted  “  to  carry  the  war  into  Africa,”  and  the  result 
was  disastrous — to  them.  May  they  rest  in  peace  ! 
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There  are  2,775  Royal  Arch  Masons  under  this  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter,  apparently  again  of  13. 

Caswell  A.  Goodloe,  Alamo,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Wm.  A.  Clendening,  Nashville,  Grand  Secretary. 


TEXAS,  1898. 

A  substantial  and  attractive  volume  presents  to  us  the  trans¬ 
actions  of  the  Forty-Ninth  Convocation  ;  fourteen  Grand  Offi¬ 
cers,  twelve  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  Past  High  Priests  and  Representatives  present. 

Companion  T.  H.  Hayne,  Grand  High  Priest,  opened  the 
Grand  Chapter  December  6,  1898,  in  the  city  of  Houston,  and 
delivered  his  address.  He  refers  briefly  but  enthusiastically  to 
the  great  events  which  have  recently  left  such  impress  upon 
our  national  history.  After  suitable  mention  of  the  dead,  he 
reports  his  official  actions.  Four  new  Chapters  constituted  and 
four  dispensations  for  still  newer  bodies.  His  decisions  were 
mostly  in  line  of  local  legislation.  The  reports  of  the  Grand 
Visitors,  seven  in  number,  indicate  a  general  condition  much 
to  be  commended.  The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  $3,864. 72  in 
bis  hands. 

The  entire  proceedings,  running  through  three  days,  give 
ample  evidence  of  well-considered  work.  The  Committees 
examined  business  carefully  and  everything  proceeded  in  ad¬ 
mirable  order.  We  wish  to  say  that  we  like  these  Committee 
reports.  Some  experience  in  that  line  has  shown  that  refer¬ 
ence  of  a  subject  to  Committee  is  not  always  a  guaranty  of 
careful  examination.  No  such  fault  is  apparent  in  the  work  of 
our  Texas  brethren. 

Some  amendments  to  the  Constitution  were  adopted,  one  of 
them  making  the  Capitular  year  begin  on  June  24th  of  each 
year. 

Companion  Terrell  presents  his  fifth  Report  on  Correspond¬ 
ence,  ninety-three  pages,  closely  printed  and  interesting  from 
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first  to  last.  We  have  before  told  our  brethren  how  well 
equipped  he  is  for  his  work  and  how  interesting  the  result. 
From  Alabama  to  Wisconsin,  a  good  summary  is  made  and 
questions  of  law,  fact  and  work  well  presented.  Our  good 
brother  seems  very  free  from  prejudice,  and  is  willing  to 
believe  that  others  have  good  opinions  as  well  as  himself. 

But  we  do  feel  constrained  to  notice  one  or  two  matters. 
Reviewing  Delaware,  Companion  Terrell  says  of  the  corre¬ 
spondent  : 

“  He  is  seriously  opposed  to  a  Masonic  body  being  incorporated,  and 
says  that  it  is  unnecessary  and  dangerous.  We  do  not  agree  with  our  good 
Companion  and  fear  he  is  not  a  profound  lawyer 

\ 

Italics  ours,  likewise  the  opinion  that  Masonry  will  best  pre¬ 
serve  its  rights  by  avoiding  legislation  or  judicial  incorporation. 
Our  brethren  in  Massachusetts  learned  the  lesson  seventy  years 
ago,  and  while  the  experience  is  not  likely  to  be  repeated,  the 
admonition  is  too  strong  to  be  lost.  The  excerpt  from  the 
opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  California  which  our  brother 
prints,  is  itself  a  strong  argument. 

Under  Iowa,  there  appears  an  opportunity  to  defend  the 
Texas  method  of  teaching  work.  And  the  defence  is  complete. 
We  think  our  Lone  Star  brethren  have  an  admirable  method, 
and  wish  more  Grand  Chapters  would  follow,  so  we  could  hear 
less  of  “Black  Hawks”  and  “  Hindoo  Theology.” 

The  review  of  Pennsylvania  is  very  kind,  but  notice  is  taken 
of  our  peculiar  ways,  where  degrees  are  irregularly  conferred. 
The  writer  of  this  blames  no  one  for  criticism  of  a  system 
where  the  wrong  man  is  the  only  one  punished  for  a  statutory 
fault.  But  the  fact  remains  that  with  us  a  man  may  be  exalted 
in  a  regular  Chapter  and  yet  not  be  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  We 
hope  this  may  change,  and  in  good  conscience  it  should. 

Under  Virginia,  Comp.  Terrell  quotes  part  of  the  edict  of 
■Comp.  Steffner  while  Grand  High  Priest,  and  pertinently  adds: 

“We  are  entirely  at  loss  to  know  why  he  didn’t  go  further  and  demand 
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that  all  future  laws  and  edicts  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania, 
before  going  into  effect,  shall  first  be  submitted  to  the  Grand  High  Priest 
of  Virginia  for  his  ratification.” 

The  report  is  worthy  a  careful  reading  by  Royal  Arch  Masons 
who  read  anything,  and  we  have  perused  it  with  pleasure,  j 

Chapters,  146. 

Membership,  6,374 — a  gain  of  67. 

Comp.  J.  C.  Kidd,  Houston,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  George  Lopas,  Jr.,  Floresville,  Grand  Secretary. 


VERMONT,  1898. 

The  Eighty-First  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  the  city  of 
Burlington,  June  17,  1898.  \ 

M.  E.  Eugene  S.  Weston,  Grand  High  Priest,  and  all  regular 
Grand  Officers  present  with  two  exceptions, — one  caused  by 
death.  All  the  constituent  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  pays  suitable  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  deceased  Companions.  .  He  reports  the  cor¬ 
respondence  incident  to  his  office  as  voluminous  and  his  visita¬ 
tions  restricted  to  three  Chapters.  Ten  dispensations  issued 
for  action  upon  petitions  “  within  the  specified  time.”  And  he 
then  states  his  belief  that  such  action  is  not  best  “for  the 
interests  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry.”  Two  decisions  are  men¬ 
tioned,  one  being  as  follows: 

“  A  by-law  of  a  Chapter  in  conflict  with  the  General  Regulations  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  is  void.” 

Apparently  no  midnight  study  was  necessary  in  arriving  at 
that  conclusion. 

The  Ritual  is  still  an  open  question,  and  the  Grand  Chapter 
is  asked  to  ignore  action  of  General  Grand  body  and  print  a 
Ritual  of  their  own. 


1898.] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


225 


The  financial  condition  is  reported  as  good,  and  the  Grand 
High  Priest  loaned  $1,000  of  Grand  Chapter  funds  to  Grand 
Lodge. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  presented  an  interesting  report,  and  the 
reports  of  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  are  printed  as 
an  appendix. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  is  again 
submitted  by  Comp.  Marsh  O.  Perkins,  P.  G.  H.  P.  It  is  ably 
produced  and  interesting.  Our  good  Brother  evidently  feels  it 
his  duty  to  dispense  Masonic  light  and  knowledge,  to  avoid 
controversy  and  present  the  truth.  He  has  every  right  to  be 
proud  of  his  success,  for  the  last  report,'  like  his  preceding 
ones,  will  be  read  with  profit  and  pleasure.  The  different 
Grand  Chapters  pass  in  review  without  friction,  and  the  com¬ 
ments  and  extracts  are  alike  appropriate. 

Under  Illinois,  occurs  a  description  of  General  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter,  which  we  think  well  worth  reproducing — the  scene  is  laid 
in  Grand  Convocation: 

“  The  Representative  of  the  General  Grand  Body,  in  a  happy  response 
to  his  welcome,  thus  describes  that  ‘unique  organization,’  from  which  one 
might  judge  its  functions  to  be  mainly  those  of  a  nurse,  wet  and  otherwise. 

“  ‘  It  has  no  control  over  the  Grand  Chapters  throughout  the  United 
States.  It  has  no  control  over  the  subordinate  Chapters  under  the  Grand 
Chapters.  It  is  a  pioneer  body.  It  organizes  Chapters  throughout  the 
Territories.  ...  It  does  not  give  advice  unless  it  is  asked  for.’  ” 

With  such  “plentiful  lack”  of  sovereignty,  the  General 
Grand  body  may  be  beloved  for  its  membership,  and  that,  we 
imagine,  is  about  all  there  is  of  it. 

And  the  following  quotation  will  give  information  to  many 
Companions — the  reference  is  to  England: 

“  It  seems  that  in  the  opening  of  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter  all  but  *  Installed 
G 
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Principals’  are  excluded.  A  motion  was  made  to  discontinue  this  practice,, 
which,  it  was  said,  rested  wholly  on  practice,  without  any  law  to  sanction 
it ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  stated  that  the  practice  had  existed  over 
one  hundred  years,  and  that  when  the  ceremony  was  revised,  in  1834,  this 
feature  was  specially  insisted  upon.” 

Pennsylvania  has  an  excellent  notice,  and  Comp.  Perkins 
avoids  the  usual  mistakes  by  his  knowledge  of  our  ways.  We 
wish  to  add  to  one  statement — 

r 

“  In  Pennsylvania  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  belongs  to  the  Chapter,, 
and  is  conferred  by  it  in  the  presence  of  Past  High  Priests  only” — 

by  saying,  that  with  us  the  Order  is  an  indispensable  part  of  the 
installation  of  a  High  Priest. 

Twenty-seven  Chapters;  2,863  names;  gain,  80. 

Orlando  W.  Sherwin,  Woodstock,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Warren  G.  Reynolds,  Burlington,  Grand  Secretary. 


VIRGINIA. 

The  Ninty-First  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  Richmond, 
and  was  opened  by  Comp.  Ernst  Louis  Ide,  Grand  High  Priest, 
assisted  by  all  the  Grand  Officers,  one  place  being  filled  pro 
tern. 

The  annual  address  deals  only  with  business  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  and  indicates  much  zeal  on  the  part  of  the  Executive. 
A  number  of  visitations  are  reported.  Of  decisions  he  says: 

“  No  question  has  been  submitted  to  me  that  was  not  already  passed 
upon  by  my  predecessors,  or  for  which  there  was  no  law  to  be  found  in  the 
Methodical  Digest.” 
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Peace  and  harmony  have  prevailed,  excepting  one  question 
of  jurisdiction,  which  reached  satisfactory  conclusion.  The 
Masonic  Home  finds  strenuous  advocacy,  and  several  recom¬ 
mendations  were  suggested  for  amendment  of  the  Digest, 
which  were  adopted.  The  Grand  High  Priest  thinks  the  rev¬ 
enue  of  Grand  Chapter  insufficient  to  pay  rent  in  the  Masonic 
Temple  for  Grand  Secretary’s  office  and  proposes  discontinu¬ 
ance  of  occupancy.  This  went  to  Finance  Committee  for 
discretionary  adjustment. 

The  Grand  Lecturer,  Assistant  Grand  Lecturer  and  District 
Deputy  Grand  Lecturers,  each  in  turn,  submitted  reports  which 
disclose- active  work  and  good  results.  The  District  Deputy 
Grand  Lecturers  are  hereafter  to  be  known  as  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priests. 

The  financial  statement  shows  close  work,  the  balance  being 
$7.70.  Salaries  are  not  large,  the  Grand  Secretary  receiving 
$300,  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  $50,  and  the  Grand 
Treasurer  (commissions),  $127.53. 

One  Chapter  was  chartered,  and  one,  No.  33,  was  declared 
extinct. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  presented  by  Comp. 
Charles  A.  Nesbitt  in  seventy-six  pages.  It  is  for  the  most 
part  a  presentation  of  statistics  and  recapitulation  of  work.  It 
is  well  arranged  and  gives  in  easy  compass  a  review  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  under  our  Grand  Chapters.  Pennsylvania  re¬ 
ceives  kind  notice.  Extracts  are  printed  from  the  address  of 
our  Grand  High  Priest,  his  decisions  are  given,  and  four 
extracts  from  our  Correspondence  Report.  We  had  expected 
to  hear  about  a  matter,  which  we  excuse  with  pleasure.  We 
are  glad  it  is  dead.  Comp.  Nesbitt  is  possessed  of  truly  fra¬ 
ternal  spirit  and  is  uniformly  courteous  and  brotherly.  He 
concludes  as  follows : 

“  Owing  to  sickness  and  other  disturbing  causes,  this  report  has  not 
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received  the  thought  and  consideration  it  deserves  and  is  entitled  to  ;  but 
we  send  it  forth  with  all  its  imperfections,  hoping  that  my  Companions  will 
find  something  of  interest  therein.” 

The  Brethren  of  the  Guild  regret  that  our  Brother  worked  at 
disadvantage,  but  all  find  in  the  report  much  of  interest. 

Forty-one  Chapters  ;  2,710  members,  a  gain  of  34. 

Comp.  Thomas  E.  Schwartz,  Luray,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  James  B.  Blanks,  Petersburg,  Gra?id  Secretary. 


WASHINGTON,  1898. 

A  volume  of  seventy  pages,  containing  proceedings  and  list 
of  officers  and  members,  is  followed  by  ten  pages  of  “  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood”  and  104  pages  of 
‘‘Appendix,”  “Report  on  Correspondence.”  The  whole  book 
is  “Vol.  V,  Part  II,”  and  has  the  portrait  of  “Most  Excel¬ 
lent  Carmi  Dibble,  Grand  High  Priest.” 

The  Fourteenth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  Tacoma, 
June  10,  1898,  and  the  Proceedings  report  all  the  Grand  Offi¬ 
cers  present,  also  five  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and  twelve 
Past  High  Priests.  All  Chapters  were  represented  except 
No.  19. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  brief  and  direct. 
Ten  dispensations  reported — four  for  ballot  under  time,  two 
for  use  of  substitutes,  four  for  special  elections. 

Of  visitations  he  says:  “Officially,  I  have  not  made  any.” 
There  is  ground  for  inference  that  private  matters  prevented. 
And  as  to  another  matter,  we  are  assured  “  I  have  not  been 
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called  upon  to  make  any  decisions.”  He  has  declined  to  name 
Representatives,  for  which  he  has  our  personal  approbation, 
and  he  sums  up,  saying:  “  Peace  and  harmony  prevail  through¬ 
out  our  entire  jurisdiction.”  The  reports  of  Grand  Treasurer 
and  Grand  Secretary  show  cash  in  their  hands  aggregating 
about  $1,900,  from  which  about  $1,100  was  appropriated  for 
various  expenses. 

The  Grand  Orator  delivered  an  eloquent  and  appropriate 
address,  which  we  find  pleasure  in  reading,  and  from  the  brief 
reports  of  various  Committees  we  infer  that  no  differences 
disturbed  the  proceedings. 

Comp.  Yancey  C.  Blalock  still  wields  the  reporter’s  pen. 
His  'work  is  excellent,  though  he  quietly  adheres  to  his  method 
of  reporting  the  doings  of  Grand  Chapters  in  their  own  words. 
His  modesty  permits  him  to  say  in  one  connection : 


“  The  Companions  of  Washington  get  enough  of  my  opinions,  and  I 
do  not  consider  them  worthy  to  be  passed  on  by  the  Craft  at  large.” 

But  our  Brother  does  wake  up  when  he  comes  to  Virginia, 
for  he  gives  in  full  the  edict  of  July  1,  1897,  against  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  et  al.,  follows  it  by  the  text  of  the 
Committee  which  reversed  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  com¬ 
ments  as  follows: 

“  We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  Committee  had  the  courage  of  their  convic¬ 
tions,  to  turn  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  down  where  he  ought  to  be. 
If  he  had  taken  the  time  to  thoroughly  investigate  the  matter,  as  the  Com¬ 
mittee  did,  he  would  not  have  felt  that  the  chips  which  he  is  evidently 
carrying  around  on  his  shoulders  had  been  jostled  by  some  of  those 
‘inventors  and  iconoclasts’  of  whom  he  speaks  in  his  address.” 

We  quote  this  only  to  show  what  our  quiet  Companion  can 
say,  and  his  correct  understanding  of  what  has  been  done. 
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We  sincerely  hope  no  shadow  may  intrude  between  ourselves 
and  our  Companions  of  Washington.  But  we  are  forced  to  have 
in  mind  the  very  recent  action  of  our  Grand  Lodge  upon  a 
position  assumed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington.  We 
hope  our  Brethren  of  the  Far  West  will  discard  the  misshapen 
blocks  they  have  proposed  to  approve  and  remain  with  us  in 
the  more  consistent  ways. 

Eighteen  Chapters;  membership,  1,154,  a  gain  of  26. 

John  Moore,  Spokane,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Yancey  C.  Blalock,  Walla  Walla,  Gra?id  Secretary. 


WISCONSIN,  1898. 

The  Forty-Eighth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  Mil¬ 
waukee  February  15,  1898. 

Grand  High  Priest  A.  J.  Wallace  opened  the  Grand  Body 
and  delivered  a  brief  address,  from  which  we  extract  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 


“  Decisions. 

“  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  under  this  head  my  labors  have  been  exceed¬ 
ingly  light,  and,  with  a  single  exception,  a  reference  to  our  By-Laws  or 
established  usage  has  been  sufficient,  and  that  the  past  year  has  been 
entirely  free  from  all  contentions  or  questions  that  might  tend  to  disturb 
that  general  harmony  which  has  characterized  us  as  Friends  and  Com¬ 
panions.  The  single  exception  alluded  to  is  this  :  ‘  Has  one  who  is  a  vir¬ 
tual  Past  Master  any  right  to  sit  in  a  Convocation  of  Past  Masters  with  one 
who  is  only  an  actual  P.  M. — that  is,  has  never  been  advanced  ?’ 

“  My  answer  was  :  ‘  No  ;  a  Chapter  can  recognize  no  degrees  other  than 
those  conferred  by  itself.’  ” 

Under  the  decision,  we  wonder  what  becomes  of  the  degrees 
conferred  under  the  honored  authority  of  Grand  Lodges. 
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The  report  of  the  Trustees  shows  a  cash  balance  of  §3,270.38; 
due  from  Chapters,  §1,571,  and  a  real  estate  investment  of 
§2,858.84,  the  latter  apparently  a  costly  and  undesirable  asset. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  says : 

“  I  have  found  during  the  year  in  nearly  all  the  Chapters  the  same  com¬ 
plaint  as  to  lack  of  interest  and  small  attendance  as  was  reported  one  year 
ago. 

“  The  same  complaint  of  hard  times  is  given  as  the  cause.” 

A  partial  revision  of  the  Constitution  presented  topics  of 
interest.  The  Grand  Chapter  adopted  a  clause  allowing  affilia¬ 
tion  upon  a  four-fifths  ballot,  and  rejected  a  proposition  to 
enforce  a  prohibition  of  six  months  between  the  Lodge  and 
Chapter  degrees.  From  our  standpoint  a  mistake  was  made  in 
both  cases. 

A  new  Constitution  was  ordered  to  be  prepared  and  a  special 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

1 

Comp.  William  S.  Swain  presents  his  Fifteenth  Annual 
Report  on  Correspondence.  It  is,  as  usual,  carefully  prepared 
and  well  worth  perusal.  Pennsylvania  for  1896  has  kind  notice, 
and  extensive  quotations  are  made  from  Proceedings  and  “  Cor¬ 
respondence.  ”  A  long  extract  is  given,  which  is  introduced  as 
follows : 

“  The  following  statement  shows  that  Pennsylvania  carries  a  Grand  High 
Priest’s  prerogatives  to  an  extreme.  It  makes  the  creature  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  the  ultimate  authority,  from  whom  there  is  no  appeal,  even  to  his 
Creator.  We  do  not  allow  any  such  authority,  even  to  a  Grand  Master. 
The  Grand  Lodge  and  the  Grand  Chapter  are  the  courts  of  last  resort.” 

Now  on  this  question,  we  desire  finally  to  say  just  this:  We 
in  Pennsylvania  are  not  frightened  by  a  shadow,  while  the  sub¬ 
stance  is  all  right.  We  may  have  the  phantom  of  royalty,  but  the 
reality  is  no  abuse  of  power.  Let  us  apply  a  test.  Is  not  the 
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exercise  of  dispensing  power  the  principal  exhibition  of  pre¬ 
rogative  ?  Now  just  compare  the  various  reports  of  Grand  High 
Priests  in  this  respect,  and  you  will  easily  find  that  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  is  far  from  being  in  the  lead.  In  some  Jurisdictions 
where  much  is  said  about  Constitutions,  and  outcry  made 
against  prerogative,  the  list  of  dispensations  is  too  long  to  be 
creditable. 

Five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-four  members — a 
gain  of  eighty. 

Comp.  Frank  C.  Jackson,  West  Superior,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Comp.  John  W.  Laflin,  Milwaukee,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Conclusion. 


Our  work  is  done.  Each  piece  has  its  mark  by  which  it  may¬ 
be  known  to  the  Overseers.  Is  it  plumb,  level  and  square  ? 
Then  are  the  workmen  entitled  to  receive  wages.  There  has 
been  no  effort  to  pass  off  work,  however  beautiful,  which  was 
not  our  own.  Let  us  have  our  reward  then,  even  if  it  be  only 
the  perusal  of  these  pages,  which  have  cost  us  so  much. 

The  old  question,  asked  by  some  bright  member  of  the  Cor¬ 
respondence  Corps:  “Who  reads  a  Report  on  Foreign  Corre¬ 
spondence  ?”  has  had  its  answer.  At  least  each  member  of 
the  Corps  reads  the  Reports  of  other  Jurisdictions.  From  Dan 
to  Beersheba — or,  in  other  words,  from  Maine  to  Texas,  from 
'  the  Eastern  seaboard  to  the  far  Pacific — the  journey  is  pursued 
as  the  volumes  of  the  several  Jurisdictions  pile  up  upon  our 
respective  tables.  And  it  is  a  pleasant  journey.  We  meet  old 
friends  by  the  way  and  greet  each  other  in  passing.  Some  of 
us  have  been  burdened  with  sorrow,  and  the  sympathetic  throb 
of  our  fellows  holds  up  our  hands  until  the  struggle  shall 
have  passed.  Some  feel  the  bubble  and  rush  of  virile  blood 
coursing  their  veins,  and  their  speech  sparkles  in  time  with 
their  animal  spirits.  Some  struggle  under  the  weight  of  the 
responsibility,  and  a  sombre  shade  pervades  their  utterances.. 
But,  on  the  whole,  there  is  the  stamp  of  an  earnest  purpose,  a 
manifest  intention  to  be  fraternally  fair  in  the  discussion  of' 
questions  even  where  the  views  are  in  greatest  antithesis. 
Then  there  is  always  present  the  spirit  of  justness.  To  spe¬ 
cialize,  nearly  all  of  the  Correspondents,  in  reviewing  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia  for  1897,  refer  to 
what  they  are  pleased  to  call  the  “controversy”  between  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  Pennsylvania.  But  this  is  not  well  named,  for,  as  it 
takes  at  least  two  to  make  a  quarrel,  so  must  there  be  opposi¬ 
tion,  contention,  to  make  a  controversy. 

Pennsylvania’s  Grand  Chapter  disclaims  being  a  party  to  a 
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“controversy.”  That  a  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Jurisdiction 
of  Virginia  discovered  what  he  fancied  to  be  a  grievance  and 
reported  at  some  length  to  his  Grand  Chapter  that  he  had 
investigated  the  same  and  had  issued  an  edict  of  non-inter¬ 
course,  is  true.  But  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  was 
not  favored  with  a  copy  of  that  edict  and  had  no  knowledge  of 
it,  aside  from  certain  newspaper  publications,  until  the  receipt 
of  a  copy  of  their  “  Proceedings.” 

From  these  it  was  learned  that  friendly  relations  were 
renewed.  So  far  as  our  records  or  official  knowledge  go  such 
friendly  relations  were  never  severed  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they 
may  ever  remain  unbroken. 

Without  exception,  Pennsylvania’s  action  leading  up  to  the 
edict  of  non-intercourse  was  commented  upon  by  the  Cor¬ 
respondents  as  being  entirely  within  her  rights. 

It  was  our  thought  to  break  away  from  the  beaten  path  so  far 
as  our  treatment  of  the  review  of  other  Jurisdictions  was  con¬ 
cerned  and  group  statistically  certain  facts  and  generalize  as  to 
the  balance,  but  we  found  it  easier  to  tread  in  the  well-worn 
footprints  of  our  predecessors  than  to  construct  a  new  highway. 

So,  farewell  !  May  the  white  stone  and  the  new  name  be  the 
portion  of  all  the  faithful. 

S.  B. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Matthias  H.  Henderson, 

Stockton  Bates, 

J.  Simpson  Africa, 

Joshua  L.  Lyte, 

James  H.  Codding, 

Committee  on  Correspondence. 
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91  Columbia .  1825  Philadelphia .  Second  Monday .  William  P.  Buzby,  Philadelphia. 

214  Girard . . .  1847  Philadelphia .  Second  Tuesday . . .  Thomas  S.  Woodbury,  Philadelphia. 

216  Excelsior .  1854  Philadelphia .  Third  Tuesday . . ,  Charles  W.  Cams,  Philadelphia. 
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GRAND  CHAPTERS  IN  CORRESPONDENCE  WITH 
GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Grand  Chapters.  Grand  Secretaries. 

Alabama . Henry  C.  Armstrong,  Montgomery. 

Arizona . George  K.  Roskruge,  Tucson. 

Arkansas . James  A.  Henry,  Little  Rock. 

California . Thomas  H.  Caswell,  San  Francisco. 

Canada . Thomas  Sargant,  Hamilton,  Ontario. 

Colorado .  . Ed.  C.  Parmelee,  Denver. 

Connecticut . James  McCormick,  Hartford. 

Delaware  . .  .  James  H.  Price,  Wilmington. 

District  of  Columbia  . . Arvine  W.  Johnson,  Washington. 

England  .  .  . Edward  Letchworth,  Freemasons’  Hall,  London. 

England,  Grand  Mark  Lodge  C.  F.  Matter,  Mark  Masons’  Hall,  London. 

Florida . . Thomas  G.  Hutchinson,  Jacksonville. 

General  Grand  Chapter .  Christopher  G.  Fox,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Georgia . W.  A.  Wolihin,  Macon. 

Illinois . Gilbert  W.  Barnard,  Masonic  Temple,  Chicago. 

Indiana  .  .  . William  H.  Smythe,  Indianapolis. 

Indian  Territory  .  . . Joseph  H.  Murrow,  Atoka. 

Iowa . Alf.  Wingate,  Des  Moines. 

Ireland . Archibald  St.  George,  Freemasons’  Hall,  Dublin. 

Kansas . Jacob  DeWitt,  Salina. 

Kentucky . H.  B.  Grant,  Louisville. 

Louisiana . Richard  Lambert,  New  Orleans. 

Maine . . . Stephen  Berry,  Portland. 

Maryland . George  L.  McCahan.  Baltimore. 

Massachusetts . J.  Gilman  Waite,  28  School  street,  Boston. 

Michigan . Jefferson  S.  Conover,  Coldwater. 

Minnesota . Thomas  Montgomery,  St.  Paul. 

Mississippi . J.  L.  Power,  Jackson. 

Missouri . . . William  H.  Mayo,  St.  Louis. 

Montana . . . Cornelius  Hedges,  Helena. 

Nebraska . William  R.  Bowen,  Omaha. 

Nevada . . . Chauncey  N.  Noteware,  Carson  City. 

New  Brunswick . John  A.  Watson,  St.  John. 

New  Hampshire . George  P.  Cleaves,  Concord. 

New  Jersey  . George  B.  Edwards,  Jersey  City. 

New  York  . . Christopher  G.  Fox,  Buffalo. 

North  Carolina  .  . .  .  Horace  H.  Munson,  Wilmington. 

North  Dakota . . . Frank  J.  Thompson,  Fargo. 

Nova  Scotia  . . D.  H.  Campbell,  Halifax. 

Ohio . Charles  C.  Kiefer,  Urbana. 

Oregon  . . . James  F  Robinson,  Eugene. 

Pennsylvania . .  .  Charles  Cary,  Philadelphia. 

Quebec . .  Will.  H.  Wbyte,  Montreal. 

Rhode  Island  . . William  R.  Greene,  Providence. 

Scotland  . Robert  S.  Brown,  Edinburgh. 

South  Carolina . .  A.  E.  Fugle,  Columbia. 

South  Dakota . .  George  A.  Pettigrew,  Flandreau. 

Tennessee  . . .  .  .  W.  A.  Clendening,  Nashville. 

Texas  .  George  Lopas,  Jr.,  Floresville. 

Vermont . Warren  G.  Reynolds,  Burlington. 

Victoria  .  . . .  John  Braim,  Melbourne. 

Virginia . . . James  B.  Blanks,  Petersburg. 

Washington . Yancy  C.  Blalock,  Walla  Walla. 

West  Virginia . . . Robert  C.  Dunnington,  Fairmont. 

Wisconsin  . . .  .  .  John  W.  Laflin,  Milwaukee. 


REPRESENTATIVES 
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